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Abstract

Political theology develops itself in a variety of cultural and religious
traditions and different fields of humanities and social sciences. Yet, the
central question of ‘what is political theology’ looms over the field. This
article first presents a historical background of the study of political
theology and its central questions, and then it reconstructs a framework of
those subjects within a context of its central thinkers from the last century.
It argues that a relative distinction can be made in terms of the political
eschatology (as well as the transformed higher-order orientations of the
political act of the collective or the individual), and the concept of legitimacy
(as well as the theological and the metaphysical perspectives in which the
belief in political order finds justifications). It then contends that a series of
genealogies of the secular bears a strong relation to an approach first
defined within frames of political theology. The article finally argues that
this approach to political theology can still maintain the closure of any
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purely theological claim upon non-substantial frames of modern politics,
and yet make distinctions of itself from both mere archaism and theological
politics.

Key Words: « Political Theology », « Eschatology », « Legitimacy »,
« Secularization », « State Legal Theory ».

The study of political theology is flourishing in both a variety of cultural and
religious traditions and different fields of humanities and social sciences.
Yet, the central question of ‘what is political theology’ looms over the field.
The answers to this question are constantly in dispute in the context of
accelerating returns of political theologies in the actual world, paired with
the growing uncertainty regarding the reality of the process of
secularization.

This article before all presents a historical framework for the problem of
political theology, and on that basis, it first formulates two primary attitudes
and their underl})lling presuppositions. It then discusses a third approach to
political theology in terms OF genealogy of the secular, or more specifically,
the theory of transfer of theological concepts into modern state-legal theory
within a context of its central thinkers from the last century.

In that mindset, the article argues that a relative distinction can be made in
terms of the political eschatology (as well as the transformed higher-order
orientations of the political act of the collective or the individual), and the
concept of legitimacy (as well as the theological and the metaphysical
perspectives in which the belief in political order finds justifications).
Various subjects such as the relations of the salvation and the power, or the
divine action and the political order, the sanctifications of the actual
political scene (or transcending its requirements), or the assumption of a
metaphysical perspective on the relation of the public and private spheres,
can be all still addressed in such a context. The proposed dual-frame neither
claims to be comprehensive nor to describe a totality of political theologies
in all theologico-political traditions. It primarily helps to provide a basis
upon which the mutual relations of certain general categories can be better
seen, and yet the problem of political theology toward the assumedly
secularized modernity can be analyzed. The article then continues by
underlining three presuppositions: First, these political theologies
presuppose a status ori%inally valid in theological terms. Second, both
mentioned categories of political theologies seem to be systematically
interdependent or intersecting in their realizations. Third, political
theology remains essentially polemical as it grounds the dual direction of its
intellectual order from religion to politics (and vice versa).

On that framework, the article finally suggests that a series of genealogies
of the secular from the last century bears a strong relation to an approach
first defined within frames of political theology. This concerns the
theological birth-marks that continued significant into the conceptual
structures of state theory since early modernity. This approach develops in
addressing two basic questions: first, the de facto mixture of the theological
and the political (despite their teleological distinction); second, the continuity
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of the grand conceptual structures (originally embedded in the historical
institution of Christianity) toward state-legal theory (despite the reality of
the ruptures between theology and juridical science). Regarding the first,
political theology may stress that the teachings about the political order
have been closely imbued with theological conceptions for millenniums.
This position of political theology regarding the reality of the theologico-
political fusions is also part of its critique of the late modern attempts to all
formally separate the two domains. Regarding the second, political theology
may still entail a methodological approach to study both subjective and
historical attitudes of that continuity: On the one hand, the groundin
structures of the concept of legitimacy continue within the socially sacre
belief systems; On the other, the formal correspondence or similitude of any
juridico-political discourse to the symbolic orders (which provides the
conditions of its acceptance) is still at the stake. This study can be realized
in each era regarding the nature of statehood as well as the legitimation of
its socio-political orders.

The article concludes that the problem of political theology and its limits in
modern times can be reconsidered through those lenses: The rather realistic
understanding of the limits and the possibilities of political theology in that
situation requires the recognition of the general relation of political theology
and political theory, as well as the specific relation of the modern juridico-
political coordination of the public with legacies from its theologico-
political past. This ground provides the article to contend that political
theology may: not only contest any separation of religion and politics in
purely formal or strictly legal terms, but it can still maintain the closure of
any purely theological claim upon the modern ‘the political’, and yet make
distinctions of itself from both mere archaism and theological politics.
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