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Abstract

Angels play a central role for Augustine in the Bible and, consequently,
in the doctrine of salvation. In his works, he seeks to design a structure
to explain the ontological position of angels in order to introduce them
as important elements of the theology of salvation. Belief in angels as
the helpers of Christ, and Christ himself as the agent of salvation, raises
a fundamental question in Augustine's thought: how can the functional
role of angels in the process of salvation be considered in the context
of the Bible in view of Christ as the Savior of mankind. The authors
believe that Augustine interprets the Bible in three stages to solve this
dilemma: first, he offers a new interpretation of the theology of the
Bible in order to give a different color to the incarnation, and to
maintain Christ's supetiority over the angels; Second, it describes the
role of angels in mediating salvation in view of Christ's saving dignity,
and third, it outlines a system of spiritual battle. However, studies show
that he did not succeed in this goal. In this study, we aim to consider
the basics of the theology of salvation according to the role of angels
in Augustine's thought and how it is combined with the place of
Christ's salvation, relying on works such as Genesis and commentaries
on the Holy Trinity, Psalms and the City of God and his other works.
Examine with interpretive-analytical method.
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Introduction

One of the most important questions in Christian theology is the question
of the salvation of human beings. Augustine is also one of the theologians
who has tried to answer this question. He turns to the Bible to answer this
question, but realizes that two factors have been identified for salvation:
the angels and Jesus Christ. He tries to somehow combine these two
factors. In this article, we try to explain and criticize his theological system

of salvation.
Founders of the City of God

The rift created by Satan and his angels in the class of angels caused a class
of those who had complete love for God to direct their will to the will of
God and to create the city of God. On the other hand, Satan and his angels
created a class of creatures called demons and formed the earthly city
(O’Daly. 1999: 326-328). According to Augustine, if the angels adhere to
the love that God has placed in them, they will certainly belong to the
angelic group, and if they turn away from this love, they will fall into the
abyss of evil (Augustine, 1890: 326). These demons have three
characteristics to consider: arrogance, deception, jealousy; and among
these three attributes, what caused them to fall was arrogance: "They
exchanged that high position of eternity with arrogance, and they
exchanged that very certain truth with false cunning, and that loving unity
with seditionist schism". According to Augustine's approach, it can be said
that if the angels did not build the city of God against the evil angels, surely
the happiness that Christ intended to bring to mankind by ransom would
never come to fruition; because the existence of the city of God is a
precondition for the invitation and salvation of humanity. Thus, the city
of God is the main and key factor of Augustine's theology for ultimate
salvation, and its agents are angels, not Christ.

Christ's saving position

The first point to note is that the whole of Augustine's theological system
is a system of salvation based on grace(McGrath, 1391: 677-688), which is
initiated by the Bible. Augustine believes that original sin has been
transmitted to all the sons of Adam and Eve(Augustine, 1890: xiii, 14) and
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has weakened their will, so that human beings alone cannot be saved by
their own will. Augustine believes that only by the grace of Christ man can
be freed from the ominous consequences of original sin. And Christ is
that Grace. In the Homilies on the Gospels of John he states that God took the
body and placed it among men to heal the human body with His body,
and with His death.

Conclusion

Augustine faces two components in the design of the system of salvation:
a- Christ b- Angels. According to the verses of the Bible, he tries to show
that angels are creatures who serve Christ, and Christ has no need to serve
them, and their service only raises their own rank; In other words, Christ
bears the burden of saving mankind. However, Augustine's system of
salvation is shaken by the oneness of Christ in light of the following:

1- The position of angels as the founders of the city of God: Because if it
were not for the angels who build the city of God and the devil builds an
earthly city in front of them, there would never have been a ground for
salvation.

2- From the beginning of creation until the advent of Christ, the angels
acted as messengers and transmitters of the grace of Christ to mankind,
and if they were not, the seed of salvation would certainly not have been
transmitted.

3- Angels help believers in the spiritual battle to resist the devil; In other
words, angels, like believers, are pilgrims who travel together on this
wortldly journey to the city of God.

Therefore, according to these components, it cannot be said that Christ is
the main and sufficient factor for salvation, but it is the necessary factor
for salvation, because without angels, the doctrine of salvation can never
be meaningful and realized, and this can only be achieved by the equal
presence of Christ and angels.
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