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Abstract

The question of what a form is and whether it is substance or breadth
is one of the basic questions in ancient and Islamic philosophies and
the answer to it has been one of the most important and first concerns
of philosophers. Among the philosophers, the views of Ibn Sina
(following Aristotle) and Suhrawardi are more interesting than those
of other philosophers. Ibn Sina has accepted the form and essence of
it and its function in the substance and the needlessness of the
substance to the accidence and the need for the accidence to the
substance and has justified his speech with several supporting
arguments. In contrast to Suhrawardi, he challenges and abandons the
Aristotelian-Ibn Sinai view and offers a new understanding of the
outside world. In this article, these two views have been explained,
analyzed and evaluated with an analytical method and with the aim of
correctly understanding the reality, and it has been concluded that
Suhrawardi's view is more justified and explanatory in comparison with
Ibn Sina's view.

Keywords: Ibn Sina, Suhrawardi, Face, Typical Face, Essence and
Accident.

Type of Article: Original Research

Received date: 2021.10.7 Accepted date: 2021.12.7
DOI: 10.22034/jpiut.2021.48315.3004

Journal ISSN (print): 2251-7960 ISSN (online): 2423-4419

Journal Homepage: www. philosophy. tabrizu. ac. ir



http://www.philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir/

I ﬂ Explaining, Analyzing and Measuring a Typical Form ...
881

H. Falsafi

Introduction

The philosophy of enlightenment has two faces: negative and positive. In
the negative face of the unstable thought of the predecessors; Most
Aristotelians are criticized and left out and speak in a positive way. One
of the fundamental issues in philosophy is why bodies are different and
have different effects. Some see the cause of this diversity as forms of a
kind of substance, and some as accidence.

Ibn Sina and typical form

Ibn Sina believes that first we have typical form, secondly, typical forms
are a kind of substance, not accidence .According to Ibn Sina, the monster
and the physical form are not the cause of the various attributes of bodies,
and the cause of that is the various other fundamental attributes, which
are the same as the typical form. He gives several reasons to prove his
Statement.

Suhrawardi and typical form

Suhrawardi, by criticizing Ibn Sina's arguments about typical form and
giving a few examples that Ibn Sina's view of the existence of substance
as dependent on accidence, first destroys one of the foundations of
millennial philosophy and secondly replaces it with new ideas.

Comparison

By putting the arguments of Ibn Sina and Suhrawardi about the typical
form and its essence against each other, it can be concluded that
Suhrawardi's view has a higher rational stability. In the foundation of Ibn
Sina and peripatetic, for the diversity of bodies, typical form has been
used, which can be explained despite its accidence, and there is no need
for another substance called typical form.

Suhrawardi's critiques about the substance of typical form also seem
convincing. In addition, Ibn Sina and his other peripatetic have
acknowledged the use of accidence in substance in at least four cases, and
logically it can be considered a transverse form that works in physical
substance.

In addition to comparing the reasons of these two thinkers, its typical
form and essence can be found in scientific findings. There is no such
thing as a form in these sciences, and the universe, from atoms to the
things that make them up, is a mass of offerings.

Based on the history of philosophy, the peripatetic view has been a
view of the world that has considered the principle of existence as static,
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while in contemporary and modern philosophies, such a perception
generally does not exist. Therefore, existence can no longer be explained
by the peripatetic view, and another way must be taken and these words
must be left to the history of philosophy.

Conclusion

Ibn Sina has almost followed Aristotle in terms of form, and the result of
this following is to remain within the Aristotelian framework, and
Suhrawardi puts forward a new view and adopts the philosophy of
enlightenment. According to the methodology and foundations of his
philosophical thought, he rejects typical form and considers it as typical
form of accident, and we can consider him one of the great philosophers
in this field. To explain the world is not the only solution of the
Aristotelian system, but another view that is more explanatory can be
replaced and it seems that Suhrawardi's view is more explanatory.
Philosophy is enriched by the critique of ideas, and the best glorification
is the analysis and critique of thought, because it is in analysis and critique
that thought is reproduced and shortcomings are revealed and a solution
is offered to them. One of Suhrawardi's most important influences on the
typical form is a critical look at the heritage of the Peripatetic, especially
Ibn Sina.
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5. That of which all things that are consist, the first from which they come
to be, the last into which they are resolved (the substance remaining, but
changing in its modifications), this they say is the element and this the
principle of things, and therefore they think nothing is either generated or
destroyed, since this sort of entity is always conserved, as we say Socrates
neither comes to be absolutely when he comes to be beautiful or musical,
nor ceases to be when loses these characteristics, because the substratum,
Socrates himself remains. Just so they say nothing else comes to be or
ceases to be; for there must be some entity-either one or more than one-
from which all other things come to be, it being conserved. (Aristotle, Met,
Trans by D.ross, 983 b0)

0. For some things are said to "be" because they are substances; others
because they are modifications of substance; others because they are a
process towards substance, or destructions or privations or qualities of
substance, or productive or generative of substance or of terms relating to
substance, or negations of certain of these terms or of substance.
(Aristot.1933. Met. 4,1003b)

7. 1. oVota, ousia, essence or substance) 2. (toodv poson, Quantity) 3. (notdv
poion, quality) 4. (mpdg Tt pros ti, Relative or Relation) 5. (oD pou, where)
6 (mote pote, when) 7. (neloOo keisthai, attitude) 8. (Eyev echein, having)
9. (notelv poiein, doing) 10. (ndoyewv paschein, Affection.
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