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Abstract

Ibn Sina, as a Muslim Philosopher, has given a famous triple division
of knowledge and wisdom that is relying on Aristotelian philosophical
tradition. Ibn Sina tries to rationalize his triple division of knowledge
and wisdom based on many properties of its subject matter. In his
view, the subject matter of human being’s knowledge has three kinds,
first it mentally and externally needs to matter, and second it mentally
is in needless to matter, but externally needs to it, third it mentally and
externally is in needless to matter. Based on this foundations, he
introduces three kinds and divisions of wisdom including theology,
mathematics and physics. But if we consider his philosophical and
epistemological foundations regarding the subject matter of
knowledge, there can be appeared some problems and contradictions
concerning the knowledge of logic, mathematics and theology, as the
knowledge of God. Since based on Ibn Sina’s theory, logic,
mathematics and theology, as the science of God, can’t be considered
as one sections of wisdom.

Keywords: Theoretical Wisdom, Restricted Division, Logic, Theology,
Ideal Substances.

Type of Article: Original Research

Received date: 2021.9.23 Accepted date: 2021.11.3
DOI: 10.22034/jpiut.2021.47902.2966

Journal ISSN (print): 2251-7960 ISSN (online): 2423-4419

Journal Homepage: www. philosophy. tabrizu. ac. ir



http://www.philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir/

Analyzing and Critic of Ibn Sina’s[] Expnation on the ...
Q. Qorbani, R. Souri, S. Dalir @

One of the most significant debates that are discussed in Islamic
philosophy is about divisions concerning triple kinds of Wisdom. In this
case, the most important note is the reasons that some Muslim
philosophers have rendered about the restriction of triple division of
theoretical wisdom. The reason for restriction of kinds of theoretical
wisdom through twofold division between negation and affirmation, is
resulted to four its kinds regarding theoretical wisdom. This rational
division, that is not based on human being’s will, divides theoretical
wisdom into the affaires, namely sciences or knowledge, that their subject
matter, mentally and externally are needless to matter, that are called
Philosophy or theology in general, or there are some affaires, namely
subject matter, that mentally are needless to matter but externally need to
it that are called mathematics, and there are some affaires that mentally
and externally need to matter which are called physics. The fourth kind is
also conceivable regarding mentioned division that mentally needs to
matter, but externally is not need to it. This kind has no external object,
but can be conceived mentally.

Our arguments is that Ibn Sina’s restricted division of sciences and
wisdom is not logically correct, and due to some critics to it, it is
impossible to defend and justify it reasonably. The importance of received
critics to Ibn Sina’s division of wisdom is that some philosophers who
have introduced this restricted division, have claimed that they can cover
all rational knowledge and sciences through this division, so that there is
no rational knowledge out of it. While it is showed that there are some
knowledge, like logic, mathematics and theology, as the science of God
that can be considered as rational knowledge and also out of this division.
So, Ibn Sina’s division does not cover logic, and logical ineligibles, and
have some contradictions. In his different books and in many phrases, Ibn
Sina considers logic of as rational knowledge. Mulla Sadra, in his
commentary on the book of Theology of Al Shifa, clarifies that by
referring to Ibn Sina’s words, we can say logic is of rational knowledge.
The most significant problem concerning considering logic as a theoretical
wisdom is that wisdom generally is about objects, as Ibn Sina’s division
shows it, since the base of division of existents is that how they have
material and changing properties. But, the reality of logic is in mind, and
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it has no knowledge about the external objects. So logic can’t be of kinds
of wisdom, since wisdom is a knowledge about external objects, as Ibn
Sina, himself, introduces it. Mulla Hadi Sabzavari in his book of the Logic
of Sharhe Manzoumeh, believes that logic is of kinds of wisdom. Some
philosophers like Mulla Sadra have criticized that if wisdom is the
knowledge about external objects, then logic can’t be of kinds of wisdom,
since the subject matter of logic is mental intelligibles not external objects.
Then Sabzavari has tried to reply to Mulla Sadra that even if wisdom can
be the knowledge of external objects, logic can be considered of its kinds,
since logical intelligibles have a kind of relations to the external world.
Anyway, it seems Sabzavari’s answer is not correct. The second criticism
to Ibn Sina’s restricted division is that it does not cover theology in its
special meaning. He in the book of Illuminative Logic separates theology
in its special meaning, namely the knowledge of God, from theology in
general, and considers the first one as an independent knowledge beside
other rational knowledge. But as far as the subject of theology in its special
meaning, knowledge of God, is about immaterial and unchangeable
beings, such knowledge can’t be considered within divisions of wisdom.
The third criticism, also, regarding Ibn Sina’s division is about its third
section, mathematics. He says the affaires, subject matters, that mentally
are needless to matter, but externally in need of matter, are called quality
or mathematics. Now, the problem is that, if someone based on his/her
philosophical foundations, believes in Ideal Substance or quantity and
quality in it, namely, believes in a substance without matter and motion,
but has some dimensions that are called Ideal Substances, so the third
section of Ibn Sina’s division can’t be acceptable. Since, if we accept ideal
substances, then there can be some geometric quantities that mentally and
externally are needless to matter. So Ibn Sina’s restricted division of
knowledge and wisdom can’t be acceptable.
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