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Abstract

In this article, we argue that Muslim scholars have divided divine
knowledge into three categories including substantial knowledge,
knowledge of the creatures before creation, and knowledge of
creatures and objects after creation. In fact, there is disagreement
among the Islamic thinkers over the divine knowledge, its quality, and
features. The point of controversy revolves around the wide
disagreements over the divine knowledge of the creatures and objects
both before and after creation. Therefore, divine knowledge over
creatures before and after creation has always been the point of
ongoing and challenging rational and dialectical discussion and debate.
We examine this issue comparatively between the three Islamic
thinkers (Mulla Sadra, Shaarani and Assar).
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Introduction

The quality of prior divine knowledge before creation and its change or
transformation according to Mulla Sadra, Shaarani, and Assar is the focus
of the present study. Initially, in this descriptive, analytical, and
comparative study, Mulla Sadra’s view about the quality of divine
knowledge over the creatures before creation is discussed. He has proved
the objectivity of prior divine knowledge by proving its intuitive nature,
and the plurality of the highly frequent divine knowledge or the vast nature
of the substantial identity of God by explicating the rule that “The simple
truth lies in the totality of things; not in each particular piece”.

Sadra’s another reason for the divine source of knowledge over objects
in being in apriority, both before and after their creation, due its ‘a priori’
nature, which he also considers to be the best reasoning is proving divine
knowledge over the creatures by the first causality of God over him.
Regarding the quality of divine images, he considers them not as subjective
outer creatures, but simple creatures who do not become potentialities.
Concerning the levels of divine knowledge over objects, Mulla Sadra
maintains that in his view the reality of knowledge is one and the same as
the reality of being or the Simple Reality (basit al-haqiqa).

Therefore, as for existence, knowledge is simple and equivocal in
nature and has true hierarchical levels. He believes that divine knowledge
has five levels including substantial knowledge, supreme knowledge,
divine memory or the super book, fading memory and proof, and external
manifestation of the materials. Some criticism has been levelled against
Mulla Sadra’s view; the comparison of some religious terms such as divine
memory, fading and proof memory, the superb style, the grand soul, the
angels, and etc. with some philosophical expressions such as major and
minor features of spatial bodies and some other philosophical expressions
of Ancient Greece and Ptolemaic astronomy as well as some rational and
internal shortcomings.

Abol-Hassan Shaarani has similarly resorted to a priori proof of divine
knowledge and explicating it already used by Mulla Sadra. This means that
he accepts the basic principles adopted by Mulla Sadra including the
“primacy of being” (asalat-1 wujud), “the Simple Reality (basit al-haqiqa)
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“Gradation, or modulation, of being (tashkik al-wujud)”, and
“objectivity of being and knowledge” upon which these two types of
reasoning are based. Therefore, it can be said that Shaarani has followed
Mulla Sadra in accepting these principles, and has used them in the
framework of grand philosophical system. However, since he believes in
the objectivity of the essence or quiddity and attributes of God on the one
hand, and the simplicity of God’s knowledge and its non-divisibility and
double ranking of the divine knowledge on the other hand, in his view
God’s attributes including his knowledge is eternal, and no change,
deterioration, or non-existence may be claimed for it. Therefore, God is
aware of all events, conditions, and their barriers as well as fulfillment or
non-fulfillment of the conditions or barriers. Therefore, God is definitely
aware of all events about the creatures, and no change or modification
may be imagined for it.

The criticism levelled against Shaarani is the fact that besides using the
philosophical and rational principles, especially the principles of
transcendental wisdom, in his reasoning the dialectical aspect and tradition
outweigh its philosophical aspects, and his attempt to use the tradition and
narratives has sometimes led to the breach of philosophical principles and
violation of the fundamentals. Moreover, his view is not consistent with
his traditional approach since it is incompatible with some narratives of
divine knowledge, which have divided divine knowledge into divine-
specific knowledge and knowledge shared with prophets and have
approved of renovation in some levels of divine knowledge. Like Shaarani,
Seyyed Mohammad Kazem Assar has used transcendental wisdom to
prove divine-specific knowledge using the transcendental principles such
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as “reality of being”, “simplicity of being”, and “truth of being”.
According to him, the truth of knowledge is the same as the truth of
being; therefore, the principles of being and knowledge are both applicable
to each other, and the effects of each one is observed for the other one as
well. Also he believes that the reality of the universe and all creation as
well as each ranks and elements of being are among the names of the
highest Allah. From another perspective, each piece of the truth of being
are considered to be a word of God. Since existential realities have

different divine ranks and levels, God’s names and attributes also have
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ranks and possess some degree of strength and weaknesses. Following

Mulla Sadra, he believes that divine knowledge has five ranks. It seems

that the approach adopted by Assar has made up for some of the problems

of Mulla Sadra’s views since he has been able to analyze the quality of

divine knowledge and the process of renovation without any reference to

heavenly elements criticized by Mulla Sadra and even some of the

followers and interpreters of Sadraic philosophy while avoiding the pitfalls

associated with Shaarani’s view.
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