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Abstract

What is the role of Time in Heidegget's ontological interpretation of
Kant? Heidegger's interpretation of Kant is a controversial and
different one in current interpretation of Kant's philosophy. In the
light of understanding the meaning of Being, Heidegger works out
Kant and intends to consider Kant's project as an ontological one.
Now with regard to the main question of this article, we want to show
essential and basic role of Time in Heidegget's interpretation of Kant.
The role which, in our view, is a connective thread in Heidegget's idea
about Kant as far as we can't understand mechanism of Heidegget's
interpretation without it.
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Normally when we speak about interpretation of a special philosopher, we
expect that our interpretation would be a way for explaining and clarifying
some concepts which that philosopher applies. This way is a direction that
make our relation or our encounter with philosopher’s thought easier and
then somehow it leads to clarification of his difficult and complicated
doctrines for us. Actually, in other words, interpretation, in it’s usual
meaning, is an activity for more simple and more explicit encountering
with philosopher’s text and also for different concepts which derive from
it.

However, when we specially talk about Heidegger’s interpretation of
Kant, we should keep in mind that Heidegger’s interpretation is not same
as other current explanations and descriptions which try to make some
difficult problems easier. Heidegger’s encountering with Kant indeed is a
dialogue between two great philosophers in which Heidegger tries to infer
his themes from text of Kant’s philosophy. The title, Ontological
interpretation, itself shows that Heidegger intends to rethink Kant in light
of his own philosophical project which is understanding the meaning of
Being and so in this way to open a new horizon. With regard to this point,
Heidegger believes that, in spite of common and expectable readings
which consider Kant as a philosopher of knowledge, Kant’s project, in its
whole structure, is an ontological one; a project is in the way of
understanding the meaning of Being in which time has an essential and
central role. This is considering the concept of time that direct the rout of
Heidegger’s interpretation of Kant. Now in this article, we want to mainly
show that without the concept of time which is like a connective string,
understanding the mechanism of Heidegger’s special interpretation is not
so simple and even may look meaningless. Our purpose is to trace the role
of time in Heidegger’s ontological interpretation. In Heidegger’s view,
Kant supposed to build metaphysics (which means working out the truth
of Being) by working out the fundamental ontology which is paying
attention to the manner of being of Dasein or subject. We must notice
that in this way, Heidegger’s concepts by no means don’t have
epistemological significance, but Heidegger, in his ontological context and
before reliance any subjective and epistemological problems, tries to
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consider the manner of existence of a being which is the departure point
of question of Being,.

In Heidegger’s thought, when we say that metaphysics has rooted in
fundamental ontology (which is working out existence of human), this
issue itself shows the determinative importance of Kant’s Copernican
revolution. In other words, Heidegger says that by planning and
formulating his Copernican revolution, Kant wants to declare that all of
our knowledge is not simply ontic one but it consists of priori concepts
from our understanding or our knowledge of Being of beings. For
Heidegger this Being, this disclosing the Being of beings have specific
importance. For this reason he says that when we speak about priori
principles (in Kant’s epistemology), we are encountering with being as an
object. Exactly in this point we lead to metaphysics which is directed to
Being of beings. Kant’s project for establishing metaphysics begin from
this origin. In other words, Heidegger believes that this concentrating on
Being of beings by means of priori principles of knowledge pave the way
to portray the ontological foundation of knowledge. In Heidegger’s
opinion special nature of human and focusing on the manner of his or her
existence is a factor which is necessity for that encountering with Being of
objects and beings; this facing as we discussed about it before, takes place
by priori principles of knowledge. Kant indeed tries to found the
knowledge of objects and beings on the basis of particular treatment about
reason or human nature. Heidegger also moves exactly in the way of Kant
which means he has this idea that knowledge relies on the specific
existential nature of human. At this point, Heidegger attempts to trace
human nature or human essence till it’s ultimate limits and by this, he gives
a complete description of existence of human and considers that for
encountering with the possibility of metaphysics seriously.

In relation with notion of time, we should say that Heidegger pays
attention to Kant’s plan for explaining relation between Dasein or human
and time because in his viewpoint, after Greeks Kant is only thinker who
works out beingness in light of time. Now we can keep in mind that after
Kant, Heidegger extends Kantian treatment of time and by this way, He
continues Kant’s work. Time as is suggested in Kant’s thought, is the basis
of all experiences which lead to knowledge. If experience is not received
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in the frame of time, that would not be reliable and meaningful. Heidegger
is under the impact of this Kant’s insight and emphasizes on the basic role
of time but in addition he extends this role which means that Heidegger
convey time to the central element of human existence; the element which
makes openness to Being possible. The basis of the human existence is
temporality. This temporality as an important horizon causes that human
can have relation with Being.

Heidegger disagrees with linear conception pf time. The time which
usually measured by clock or other tools. This conception conceals the
fundamental and real time which means that this opinion does not
conform to original temporality as it is appeared in real experience of
Dasein. In this situation we experience different modes of time (past,
present, future) together not as something apart from each other. So here
common notion of time is refused. Heidegger acknowledges that the
original time is expansiveness of subject. This means in its ontological
function time causes the subject (in it’s ontological sense) encounter with
beings not get stock in itself alone. Here Heidegger wants to reinterpret
Kantian subject with regard to his own view about time and standing-out
(transcendence). He carries out this on the basic of concept of imagination
and because of this he considers the root of subject as temporality.
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