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Abstract

In Phenomenology of the Spirit, Hegel depicts the dialectical structure
of the history of European human consciousness. In all the transitions
of consciousness to different outcomes, he has recognized the
necessity and dialectical relation and follows it in all fields of history
and fields of thought in different currents. In the chapter on the spirit,
we encounter two very important currents in social history, namely the
French Revolution, and in the history of thought, that is, Kant's
philosophy of morality, which appear in two consecutive sections. And
it's as if Hegel found a close connection between Robespietre's
assassination rule and Kantian philosophy of morality. Where
Robespiette's abstract freedom, in order to create absolute freedom in
the realization of his generalized partial will, destroys any institution or
detail as a factor in disrupting the realization of his free will, and begins
a period of tyranny and terror. It is as if such a claim of a common will
that tolerates no detail or opposition becomes the internal tyranny of
Kant's general moral law (the realization of which is the only way to
attain freedom) in order to destroy nature, desites, customs and
objective institutions, and so on. And it creates fear and anxiety due to
endless contradictions, and the moral person, like the revolutionary
person, is trapped within his abstract will by the complete elimination
of objectivity, which, according to Hegel, will have dangerous
consequences.
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Introduction

In the spirit chapter of Phenomenology, Hegel deals with the experience of
terror in the French Revolution and Kant's philosophy of ethics and
critiques them in two consecutive chapters, in the order of absolute
freedom and terror, the self-assured spirit: Ethics and the contradictions
of moral worldview. And as we know, Hegel never accidentally steps from
one part to another, but according to the necessity of the logic of the spirit
itself, such a transition takes place, and the philosopher is merely the self-
consciousness of this movement of historical consciousness; Thus, Hegel
seeks to establish a relation between a socio-historical reality, the rule of
terror in the French Revolution, and a basis of theoretical-practical
thought, the philosophy of Kantian morality, which Hegel's interpretation
and critique dichotomize. On the other hand, in these two chapters, Hegel
critiques the things that have influenced him more than anything else in
his entire life. Hegel described the French Revolution as a glorious dawn
before which man had not yet come to the conclusion that thought should
rule the world (Hegel, 2001: 466-467). With the French Revolution, the
individual gains his freedom and considers himself the truth of an external
essence; Thus, Hegel has always been influenced by the achievements of
the French nation, but in this section he criticizes the revolutionary
understanding of this freedom and considers it abstract and hollow, which
does not validate any objectivity or any detail. Rather, it rejoices in the
creation of its own arbitrary institutions under the illusion of its universal
will; Thus Hegel's intellectual project is, to a certain extent, influenced by
the French Revolution but does not recognize the way in which freedom
is realized; Thus the understanding of the French reduces freedom to
Robespierre's singular and abstract freedom, and from there enters the
abstract realm of Kantian morality. On the other hand, it reacts to the
abstraction of Kant's method, as well as to the fragmentation within man
and the gap between the moral person and the external objective truth;
Thus, the two main pillars of Hegelian thought are undoubtedly Kant and
the French Revolution, but in this article we see the critique of the pillars
of Hegelian thought by Hegel himself.
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Comparison of moral person and revolutionary person

According to Hegel, both the revolutionary and the moral individual fail
in the realization of concrete freedom and suffer from almost identical
internal and external contradictions; And both have recognized the only
way out in the destruction of the objective, and no longer believe in the
reconciliation of contradictions and the dialectical relation between them,
as Hegel wants, but in the tyranny and slavery of another or its elimination.
It is in this context that Hegel critiques Kant's philosophy of ethics, which
introduces the individual in complete abstraction from his world and in
complete opposition to himself. And also criticizes the revolutionary
person who has abolished any foreign institution and relations in favor of
his abstract freedom. And he informs us of their violent consequences, as
well as their political, social, and moral consequences, and in the face of
them in his plan seeks partial reconciliation with the whole, the individual
with the collective, the desire with duty, and nature with morality.

Hegel's judgment

This article shows how Hegel relates terror to the French Revolution and
duty in Kantian philosophy of ethics. In both views, both the
revolutionary and the moral person have a purely subjective character and
submit only to a law which they have acquired from their abstract rational
will. Therefore, in this approach, external objectivity is questioned and any
external institution and determination by the revolutionary free individual
and the intellectual duty of the moral individual will lose its historical and
cultural validity. In such circumstances the revolutionary person appears
as a whole and eliminates any detail, and the moral person, by his absolute
law, questions all the demands of his inner nature and defines freedom in
terms of ignoring them. But at the same time, Hegel's point is that
although these two [the revolutionary person and the moral person] define
themselves as a whole and eliminate external details and institutions in
order to achieve freedom, they can never achieve something positive and
remain abstract and hollow. So the reality of the social history [of the
French Revolution] and the reality of the history of thought [of Kantian
morality] are two sides of the same coin in Hegel's view, and both will
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result in nothing but violence and inefficiency because they do not
consider their own fact or objective reality.
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