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Abstract

Story has a very critical role in the formation of critical thinking skills.
The purpose of the prison research is to explore the potential benefits
of normal stories in the formation and promotion of critical thinking
skills in children. The present research has utilized content analysis
method to explore the extent and components of critical thinking skills
in the view of Richard Paul in stories authored for children at the age
range of “C” (10-12 years) all of which were published during 1961 -
2006 and listed as appropriate books in the Council of Children’s
Books. The results indicate that the components of implications and
consequences, information, data, evidence, experience, purpose, moral
reasoning capabilities are in a better position than other components.
The weakest components are assumptions, confidence in thinking,
opinions and inferences, and interpretations. Also, most of the
successive growth of stories in terms of critical thinking components
has occurred in the late works and in the eighties, regardless of the
cross-sectional growth of the forties.
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Thinking is a kind of mental activity and includes information processing,
utilization of perceptions of concepts, symbols and mental images.
Thinking skills are the basic foundation for learning, which itself consists
of the skills of understanding, organizing information, guessing, deductive
reasoning, concept formation, inference, analysis, and changing patterns
and situations, depending on its position. Critical thinking is one of the
basic principles in the development of children and today, approaches to
education have tended to critical thinking more than ever. Critical thinking
is important because it introduces children to the techniques and strategies
of questioning and discussion. Pathology one of the most important tools
of education is the pathology of critical thinking functions in children's
literature. Therefore, in this study, we have examined critical thinking skills
in a number of children's literary works.

The published works reviewed in this study belong to a relatively long
period and allowed the researcher to observe the evolution and formation
of critical thinking skills and components over a period of 44 years. The
result of the study of these works indicates the dominance of a kind of
educational view of children's literature; an attitude that uses the story as
a tool to teach some issues, even directly. The analysis of the studied
stories showed that in the stories of 1380 to 1390, we mostly see the
presence of independent and thoughtful personalities whose existence has
been recognized as an effective factor in the story. Some stories that have
been presented spontaneously by some authors of children's literature can
be used as a means to transfer and strengthen some thinking skills,
especially critical thinking.

Critical thinking can be considered as a necessity of modern life. In
other words, as long as people seek to discover the truth and seek reasons
to reject or accept propositions, the existence of a "good critical thinking"
is essential. Harvey Siegel as another educator of critical thinking He has
provided defensible reasons for critical thinking that can be considered as
motivation for this: First, critical thinking requires respect for the opinions
and thoughts of others. Second, critical thinking makes people self-
sufficient in choosing their way of life. Third, critical thinking helps
individuals to apply reasoning in a variety of disciplines; and fourth, critical
thinking helps individuals to intervene democratically in matters of society.



Critical Thinking Skills in Children’s Literature
S. Heyrani, M. Firouzi Moghaddam, M. Alavi Moghaddam @

One of the functions of the story in the minds and psyches of children
is to create pleasure. In other words, children read in order to experience
the pleasure of reading and, together with the characters of a work,
discover a new world story in the struggle of events. Finally, these
experiences themselves cause intellectual and educational changes in them.
We know adults around us whose lives and destiny have changed as a child
reads a story. Hence, among literary genres, stories have a special place. In
stories, children are drawn to worlds that they may not be able to access
in the real world. Together with the characters in the story, they achieve
experiences that they may never have the opportunity to do in their daily
lives. Therefore, the educational effects that literature, especially fiction,
has on the process of development and formation of children's
personality, is undeniable.

Conclusion

Finally, in addition to all that has been said so far, we should not lose sight
of the fact that literature is inherently a qualitative and fluid phenomenon
that cannot be placed in a certain format or framework or created with a
predefined mentality. At the same time, it should not be forgotten that a
large part of human culture and history throughout history has been
passed on to various generations through literature. Literature is, in fact,
the product of the human mind (its author) and in a way reflects the
concerns, feelings, and mental challenges of the author.

However, the analysis of the stories studied in this study shows that some
of the stories that have been presented spontaneously by some authors of
children's literature, can be used as a vehicle to transfer and strengthen
some thinking skills, especially critical thinking. In this way, stories, while
maintaining their position as a literary work, can also maintain their
educational function.
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