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Abstract

Meaning is concerned with what a language expresses about the world
in which we live or any imaginary or possible wotld. The study and
analysis of meaning and its different angles is called semantics.
Semantics is usually concerned with the investigation of the meanings
of the words, expressions, sentences and sometimes to the meanings
of utterances in discourse or the whole meaning of a text. There are
different approaches in which meaning is studied in language. For
example, philosophers investigate the relation between linguistic
expressions, such as words of a language and people, objects and
events in the world to which these words refer (e.g., references and
signs). Linguists examine the way in which meaning is created in a
language and differentiate among various types of meaning.
Meanwhile, there are some studies on the semantic structure of the
sentences (propositions). In this article, meaning is studied from
different perspectives. It is hoped that this study could be useful and
helpful to the field of philosophy.
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Introduction

The comparison between semantics and philosophy indicates that
tremendous developments have been achieved in both fields. Aristotle can
be considered as a leading figure in the field of semantics, as Hecataeus
was the leading figure in the field of geography. Aristotle was mainly
engaged in the general discussions of meaning, as the modern semantics
is dealing with it. Meaning, which is investigated by the modern
semanticists, was a new territory for Aristotle. It might be claimed that
recent meaning theories, to the extent that are related, somehow are a little
bit superior to the past ones. It is because there have been some blunders
which have been emolliated. Meaning theories could be justified with
reference to meaning-based truth. As this field has tremendously
advanced, new dimensions have been added up to describe and explain
them. Contemporary semantics possesses specific techniques (e.g.,
symbolic logic) which ancient ones rather lacked them. As far as it is
known, even though the individual languages have changed (e.g., Modern
Greek is far more different from the ancient one), preliminary methods in
which language was used for the transfer of meaning has barely altered.

Overall, semantics is in fact one of the main branches of linguistics
which is engaged in the study of meaning and its senses. The study of
meaning is also employed in philosophy and logics which is a little
different from linguistics. Philosophical linguistics studies the relationship
between linguistic propositions and phenomena in the world to which
meaning is related. Philosophical linguistics delves into the conditions and
contexts in which the propositions are claimed to be correct or incorrect.
It also studies the elements and conditions under which they impact the
alteration of a language.

In linguistics the focus is on the analysis of natural languages’
characteristics (in contrast to logical languages). The approach adopted by
different semanticists to meaning, however, is the impact of general
philosophical or psychological points. For example, Leonard Bloomfield’s
(1935) behavioral semantics refers to the application of techniques of
behavior drive in psychology which merely limits the study of meaning to
observable and measurable behavior. To some extent, due to its
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pessimistic inclination, it can be deduced that semantics is still barely able
to illuminate behavior and has only received its due attraction since 1960s.

In the main, semantics is the analysis and study of denotative and
connotative meaning in the field of linguistics. Although semantics can be
considered in relation to meaning in general, it is often limited to some
aspects that are usually static and without context or co-text. In contrast,
pragmatics is concerned with some meaning versatility inside a context
and co-text. Semantics is sometimes described in relation to language
forms concerning the world affairs. Semantics might be considered in
relation to language forms concerning nonlinguistic concepts and mental
markers in relation to meaning among linguistic realizations, such as
homonymy, antonymy and hyponymy. Meaning theories have impacted
approaches to word senses, so they have particularly been efficient in
lexicography and vocabulary teaching.

On the other hand, semiotics is the study of signs and symbols. In fact,
language is the most important and complicated system of signs. Other
semiotic systems can be referred to as traffic signs, outfit diversity,
mythology, etc. Saussure (1916) believed that linguistic signs consist of a
verbal mental image (signifier) and a concept (signified) in which their
relation is usually arbitrary and conventional. Linguistic signs are usually
separate and distinct and are not gradable. Their meaning is in relation to
their difference from other signs. They are coalesced with other signs
according to syntactic rules in order to create complex and complicated
meaning.
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