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 H+ "� <���� ����

�; �F 8�,� �: � ���
 �; U�!��2 �F ����
 v�D; �: 8�� ��� Y�'�. <�%�  ��@
 =+,.
v�D; �; �F �� 8+�J 
 8�� � 2�+ $�
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���;  w�1 8&/� �+�E� �J
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F  ����� 
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 ,y�� 8�� <,G� ���; �Q+z� "�[��� ,;!� ����1 �: 8���� �� ��'� p!� 
 $�EG ��p ��

8���
  <,+R7��8�� ��!��) Gera, 1993: 59; Xenophon, 2001: 1-2(.� �� =+�   8�� <�
 �� �F �."�; H+�� �:���� �� 9
��: g���;��F D�� ��2�0!: ��
��: ,G� ,/+� �8��� 

�� ����) Buzzetti, 2014: 7-19(. �� ����� � �� =+� �; ���;� =+�4  �� ,G� =+� ���/Z �: �0:
��B 8���B �; 8+�0	 �; �+�; �F �+���@ <�03� �� ����� �&!�2 $��;�� [+i �� ��2�0!: 
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 U,' ��F �+���@»�5;�� �� ,-� H+ $�E�.,.�F ?'�0� �;  «�; 
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���� ��� � ������ ���  
V+��.  Q��3. ��'�� �: ���F "� �+�J <��/�»�j+��. 8���
 « �~j�� ��+�7 H+ ���;��

 O�l� <�,; 8�� ,�E: 9
��:)Xenophon, 2001: 3( � V0� "� �+�1�� ��� 8�;,. ���;��
9
��:��� �;�� $�3E . [+i �� 84�
 =+, -; �� ��  �� <�0; �0: . ���.�. D��J ���; �; ���;��

 9
��: 8�;,. D�� �;�� $�3E . ���� �� � 
�7 �',	 �; 8��� �� ��3E. �1  ���)Tatum, 

1989: 3 .(O"�� �1�/+�J �����1 ���� �������� � ,. �� ��2�0!: <�,; �� �5��� 
 ��AI2� "
�� ,o� �; 
 ��,�C N�7 KE. �; <�
�� ��0!+�� ��2�0!: ��3; �; Q1�"�� ��� "� ���F��J
 <� 

���� �.�: �,/� Q: �+ ,�2 ��� �: ��; � j�1,2�� 
 9�1  �R/1� "� ���.<�1�� ��� c�	 
� 
82�+�� �� �A�,�� ��+���) Burnet, 1911: xii-xxxviii( . <,o� d
�, �� �p4 ��Z ���!: ���

�; [��: ��A�� g�	,; � � 
 ����� �
�; �: » ��2�0!: ...8	��� �F H+ ���J �: 8��� �� 
�0: <,S� ���� =��1 �; �� O�� ����D1 
 �0: =. ,; �� ��;�-v�D; 
�   �: 8�� <���� =+,.

�� =� Q��0�«)  �d
�, ��1396 :7.(; ,�B� ,o� ��32��� K@�
 ��  ��2�0!: 8��1� �: ���
�; =+� ,
 �; �J�. �; ��8���07 <�J �+�; ���; [u�@ 
� <�,; �4
��:�� �: � ��1�) Higgins, 1977: 1-

20; Rausmussen, 2009: xv-xix.( ,o0� =+� "� 9
��: 8�;,. �J�
 �: 8!��� �0 � �+�; �� 
 �.�
,T»H�2�,C�C�4«18��  .� ��� =j� "� 8�!@ ,1 d��� =+� ,;  �; �J�. �; �+�; ���

 �: 8�� �+�J ����� ��,@ 8�!@ ,1 �� �: �+�J k���; <�
,T � ��� [:,+DC�� ���F �� �+�; 
 ���; � ��� ��,@)d
�, �� �1394 :87( . �.�
,T �J�
 �: �0 � ��H�2�,C�C�4 D�Z w�1 �8�� 

L,M �,E��7 8��B �� �03+ �[: 8��B �� �03� H+ �; �DJ� ��1 
 8!�� �2��q. ��0!+�� 
 8��)Strauss, 1958: 121 .( U�1��'�  ��=+� �4��� =+�8��  9
� =��1 ,; ���. �; �: 

 �: Q�1� ���� �<,�!&.9
��: 8�;,. ���;���; �  �; �8�� �A�,�� �: ^�
 �F "� c�@� ��A
�� ����� D�� ������,2 �',	 c��	 =+� 
 �0:  ��2�0!: ����� �&!�2 �� � �;,. �+X =+,.

8�� .=+� �: �4
��:�� �� =�!%. ��2�0!: "� =�0Z  ?5@ �. 8�� ��'�� K@�
 �� ��0:
�"��F ��
��:  �� j� ?1R� �; ��A�,�� ?5@ "� [��: �+ K�B <�-; �; �� ���2�0!: <�1

 �"�� [+�E. N+�B)Rausmussen, 2009: xiv(� �
�� �,.��J ��� �0Z �: �3T�� �+��  <�1
�}�� �� ����F �� ��B <� �"�� )Nietzsche, 1989: 237(. 
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3 .����� ����� �����  �� !"�# 

1 . 3 . !$��$ !%�&' ���# (!&�
�) 	&�*& +��
 �  ����� ,��-�  

��p!� �; ����� �; �� e� : ��2�0!: �� "�MF 8���� �� ��	 <�  ��p!� "� 8�� $��E	 �F 
 �0:
»8���
 ��!�� <,+R7�� �1 «�; ��p!� �+ ����� �.�EG . �,Z �: N�,7 =+� _,A �; ��2�0!:

Q+z� �� [+�E. 
 O�
" ��Z� ����� <�1 �� ����� �!+�� :� @
 O�
  �1D�Z =+� �:] �03+
Q+z� [+�E. �; 
 �1 ����� �.�EG [�� �o
I� ��  $
��@ =�0Z �-�F ���;�� �. Q+��� [+��. �Q�0:

Q�0: :+� $�����
 ,; ���,��
 �N 3�EA �; �0; ��!�� H+ <�,;���F ,/  ,; ���,��
 "� ,.
��!�� 8��1) Xenophine, 2001: 22( . ��������� =j� =+� ���; �; ��'�2I; ��2�0!: �Z,C

�� ��� H+ �. ���: �1� �+�� N+�B ��0���B �; �� ����� [
 . "� �C�D; Nj; ��2�0!:
 [+��2 ���;�� ^%; �; �� ��B e� :�; 9
��: =+� ,; 8�� � !���. �: �!: ���0	��,�;   =+,.

!�p ���!�� ��"
,�7��� ��� h�q B�  �1� . [+��2 ���q	 8&C ��� ; �+����� ,:i �� 
�� 	� Q��3. �d��7 Q+z� � �;,. ����,;��,!7 �; O 8�� )Xenophine, 2001: 25(. ��E� O�� 	� 

�; �; �; �; ,.�; ��1 "� 
 ���S��� �� 4��	  �� ��,�8�� P�E.�� .�; ��,� �; �: <� o��� , ��� 
 ���S��� ��� �)�� �
� 
 <��7 =��",� �=+�4�
 O�E@ �� (v�D; �8�� ��!�� ,E1� =+,.  �1

�; �,� D�Z ,1 <��  8�� <�
F)Xenophine, 2001: 24-25( .�; 
�  �� �Z,1 8	,� �:
<,�C��+ ��; <�
,T 9���,2  �; �� <��: ,1 
 82,C ����� ����� �; ����,� 
 Y+,� <�%� .

��" =��1 
 ���� ���� ��� �gC�� �F �
� v�D;��7 9�C �; 9
��: <��F,� �"�
F �: ��; �
 9, B� ,!7 
 , B� "� 
�)9
��: ( ��
,; 
� �D� �; �: 8���B)Xenophine, 2001: 28(. 

$
�&.8�� O�� 	� ��J
 �+ ��E� �� �03� H+ �; d��7 Q+z� 
 ��� Q+z�  . �; ���J 9
��:
�� �D��C N+�B v�D;��7 �0: 
 �� H+ "� 8����� $
��@ �; e�,� ����B �� P�,2� �: 

9���,2 � E4� ���� 8E!� N+�B ��/+�J ��,: . ���� �� 8����� $
��@ �03+ �
� ,1 =+�
 "�
F H+ � �" �+ �+�E+") �0�E; �1� 9�C e�B �. ��; ����� �"�J� gC�� �F �; � !� �,+"

�� �����B �: <"�
F �; �+ 8�� e�B ��� (���,2 
 ��/+�J ���; ��B  ��� H+ ���0	
)Xenophine, 2001: 30-31(��� 
� ,1  ��E. ��,��
 <�,; ����. ���; ��00: . �; �+�; �� � �� =+�

��� ��03� =+� �� 9
��: O�� 	� �: 8��� ��+  � ���2 ����.�;  [��: ��A O�� 	� �03+ ��@IB�
��+� Q�1��B ����0Z ���; ����; O�� 	� ��B ,A�B �%��; 9
��:   �� O�� 	� "� �C,-;

�;  �5��
<�1����7��J c�%. <�,; 9�0+���B��  �E�A  <�1v�D; ������ �/+��
,2 �����@ 
�� �0: . Q1�D��7 [q2 �� D�� �4
��:����+,-� $
��@ ���3� �: ���� �+,q. ���� �� �+ e�B 
�; �� �+F �: 8�� =+� [�	 �+ =j� H+ ���; � 8���
 �; ����.m,�� ,G�� �+ �0: 8��B  

)Machiavelli, 1998: 61(.   
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�� 
� "� ����� �� d��7 �; 8�C"�; �q@ �: 9���� �; V��7 �� ���J 9
��:  �: �1��B
?�� �� [��: �+�0�F ?!: <�,; [+�E. 
 <����  ���,/+� "� ,.,; 
 e�B ��:���� �; ��� 

����; ��� �� .�� ���� ��p!� =+� ��J
 �; d��7 8�;,. �: �1��;�B   ������ �� �: �+�1
[+�E. ^�
 "� ����� ��C��"��F g&� �� O�� 	� 8���2 ��!�� ��,:   �,1�� �����:���� �; �1

 8�� 8+�
�%� 
 � ��: ��Z�)Xenophon, 2001: 32(.��+ �;  �}��0Z =+� �: Q���; � ��� 
	� 
 ��0j� Y�'�. <�,; ��2�0!: �: ��� ����-2 <, !; �F "� ,�M <, !; �� 9
��: O��

�� Q1�,2 ����� ��0: �; <��7 =��",� �; 8E!� ���S��� "� <� �� ���� �+F . 8�C"�; "� g7 
�
 ��� "� ������,-@)�;  <�
X� 
 gC�� �F �; ���F ��S� �; ���
 �� � ����7 ��-0��7 �u��� ?E�

��; ���� ���� ��B "� n0J �� �: �.��-� 
(��� <�,; �� d��7 ��S� �1����,2 � 
 ���F �; ��;
 ���� "� �q@ �: N���% � Q+z� ��,; 82,C ��-	,; ��0 ��� �� ��� 
 d��7 <�1 . �� 
�

�;�5B � ��: "� <,/+� ��J
 ��B ��+,��4 <�,; <� ��,; �� d��7 Q+z� <�1  H+ �; �: �,��
�; �� �-�F �+�; �03� ��J c�%. ��� ,� ,; �3���� ���0	 �E�A �����,2 v�D; <�1 ��Z <� 9
��: 

v�D; ���-� �0; <�,; �,: ���. <��.�,S�� =+,. . 
 O�� 	� �03+ �����7 [+��2 ��� � �; �� ;� 
�
�; ��:��� �; =+� <��� 
 ��,� ����� ���0	 <��D/��S� g
 "� <� �� ��-y� �9�  �-�F �: ����» �;

�� ���. 8���2 �: <��: ,1 ���+"�+ 8�� ����« . � �� =+� �; ��'�2I; ����� �����  �: �0:
 8!�� ���3� e�B �; ������7 b�� J� �+ �����B <�,; ��'�
 �Z �-�F ���;  � ��� ��,�1

8�� )Xenophine, 2001: 44(.   
.x��2 8��1� ��C���C $�-J "� KT�� =+� �� [� ���34�  <����� 
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,�� �����	 ,�B 
 �qj� <,��,�8�� ���!��  . �;�5B ����:R��:  ��,+� 9
��: ��
�� "� 

�; ��� �� ���-� 9�7,� U��� =+� ,; �	��  �qj� N+���7 O�q%� 9�7,� =+� 
 ���
�� �: 8�� 9
��: ��Z  �R/1� "� ����.»8���2 «8���
 �N+�B  �"�� K��@ �� ��C����

���	 �qj� ,�B �+ K&� ����1 
� �qj� ,�B �+ K&� �:8�� � .�� ���� ��p!� =+�  �: �1�
���� �; ��2�0!:  �F 
 �0: ���; �� � !�4
��:�� � ���
 �. 8�� ��'�� � !�4
��:��,�M <�



  

1154                                                                                 ����� ����	
�� �
� �51 ����� �4 � �� !�"1400  

 

 

 ����" �-0. ,�B =+� 
 ���� �1��B �@�; �qj� <,�B �8+�-� �� ��,��
 �qj� ,�B ��0+�
�� 8���
 ���� ; 
� �: ���� ��,��
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Abstract 
The Education of Cyrus is Xenophon’s magnum opus in political philosophy. 
If Memorabilia is in the center of his Socratic writings, then The Education 
of Cyrus is the main work in his portrayal of Cyrus. The Education of Cyrus, 
as Plato’s Republic, is an educational work in the Socratic sense of the word 
and hence an original text in the tradition of the Socratic political philosophy. 
The biographical form of this writing originates from the educational 
intention of his writer who, by concentrating on the Cyrus’s deeds, 
encourages the reader to take notice of this question: “what is the best way 
of life for human beings?” If we confirm that Memorabilia has a 
biographical form, then we would be able to compare it to The Education of 
Cyrus. The author attempts to show that Xenophon’s The Education of 
Cyrus contains a comparison between the Socratic way of life and the Cyrus’ 
way of life. In spite of showing his admiration for Cyrus nearly in the entire 
of that work, Xenophon ultimately defends the superiority of the Socratic (or 
philosophical) way of life as compared to Cyrus the Great’s (or political) 
way of life. This is the deepest educational layer in Xenophon’s political 
philosophy hidden behind the disguise of political education in his work on 
Cyrus. In order to better understand, we should take a distinct stance on the 
text itself as a totality whose every part serves the whole. By whole, we 
mean the intention of the writer; and this is the well-known approach 
innovated and applied by Leo Strauss who is the most eminent commentator 
of Xenophon’s work. Nevertheless, we should avoid the modern dogmatism 
in Xenophon’s scholarship which tends to depict him as a marginal or 
second-rate writer. As mentioned by Strauss, Xenophon “had the courage to 
clothe himself as an idiot and go through millennia that way— he’s the 
greatest con man I know.” According to Strauss, and his commentaries in 
Xenophon scholarship in recent decades, there is no reliable way to 
understand Xenophon’s intention in the Education of Cyrus, unless we use
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Strauss’s method of interpretation of Xenophon as a first-rank political 
philosopher. The Education of Cyrus might be read as a logographic text 
given that every part of the work “must be necessary for the whole; the place 
where each part occurs is the place where it is necessary that it should 
occur.” Using this method, the author has tried to show that—in spite of its 
pessimistic tone toward the political way of life—the concluding part of The 
Education of Cyrus is consistent with the great admiration of Cyrus as 
expressed by Xenophon in the most other parts of this work.  We examine 
whether Xenophon’s intention in The Education of Cyrus is to expose the 
education which Cyrus received or the one he did not. Thus, he emphasizes 
the contradiction in The Education of Cyrus as a whole, and simultaneously 
in the other Xenophon’s writing, especially his Memorabilia. To understand 
the two main Xenophontic scholarly work, and their positions in the 
hierarchy of Xenophon’s philosophical thought, it is necessary to compare 
the similarities, differences and particularly as they relate to the limitations 
in the Socratic and Cyrus’ ways of life, and to analyze how each has affected 
the other. The aim here was to show the true intention of Xenophon as one 
of the most authoritative Socratic political philosophers. In doing so, we 
understand Xenophon’s preferences for philosophical or political ways of 
life.  
 
Keywords: Xenophon, Education of Cyrus, Socrates, Political Philosophy, 
Way of Life 
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