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Introduction

Understanding the underlying mechanisms of the occurrence of 2019
demonstrations in Iran is the purpose of this study, which has been conducted in
the form of qualitative research in the tradition of cultural studies. Documentary
studies, field observations, interviews and official statistics were the tools we
have used in its processing. In the first stage, with the exploratory study of the
region that was the context of this event; we identified poverty, inequality,
marginalization, and the type of jobs prevailing in it as key concepts in this field.
In the next step, in the light of later theories related to the concepts obtained, we
found that neither poverty, nor inequality, nor marginalization; but job-instability
was more closely linked to the occurrence of these events. However, reports
indicate that we have not seen demonstrations in many areas where job-
instability has been prevalent. This means that none of these cases (poverty,
inequality, marginalization and instability) cannot be explanatory alone. Finally,
with the support of the spatial diversity of the 2019 demonstrations by the
conceptual tool of Precaria, we based the analysis of these events on the ideas of
Standing and Rifkin. Finally, by critically applying the conceptual tool of
"precaria” - while class analysis cannot be used in this context - we came to the
conclusion that the occurrence of these demonstrations is traceable in the form off
unintentional reaction through the formation and activation of a sense of "fear of
poverty" among destabilizers of the active population.

After the formation of the Islamic Republic in Iran, this country has been
plagued by demonstrations that with a little reflection on what happened - from
the beginning of the Islamic revolution to the 90s - we will find that the nature
what we saw in the 90s is different from all previous cases. The aspects that are
essential about the 2019 demonstrations and its difference from previous events
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are the scope of the cities involved (Madani, 2020: 28), the considerable
presence of women (Madani, 2020: 131) youth (Madani, 2020: 115); Being
located in mostly marginal (Mirzakhani, 2019; Madani, 2020: 91) and poor areas
(Madani, 2020: 47) which reveals the need to find a logical answer for its
analysis. We try to find out which factor or factors and how have they played a
more decisive role in this field. Accordingly, the question of this article is why
the events of 2019 in Iran occurred.

Methodology

Since a large proportion of the reports of 2019 Demonstrations are related to
marginal areas (Madani, 2020) which are not belong to the dominant cultural
current of society (Rezaei, 2009); This research has been done in the framework
of "cultural studies" as part of popular culture (Rezaei, 2009). The purpose of
such researches is not to present general or universal theories, but to shed new
light on historical moments through the case under study. The researcher begins
with a broad structural and theoretical framework that places specific research in
a broader context and also validates the choice of a particular case study.
According to the statistics related to the 2019 Demonstrations in Iran, we knew
that although a large part of these incidents occurred in marginal areas, but we
have also witnessed these events in the middle and affluent areas (see: Madani,
2020). Therefore, if we are to understand why these events occurred, we will
need the data of at least three affluent, middle, and poor sections. In order to
facilitate the research, we confined ourselves to one area which could be a
representation of these three types of area. Using field observations, interviews,
as well as official statistics about it, we came to the conclusion that instability
(with intensity and weakness) throughout the region; and issues such as poverty,
unemployment, inequality and marginalization prevail in some parts of it.

Conclusion and Analysis

In this study, we have shown that it is not defensible to regard 2019
demonstrations in Iran as a collective action or class struggle. Pursuing issues
such as poverty, inequality, marginalization or instability on their own will
prevent us from understanding what is behind these events. It seems that what
can explain the mechanism of occurrence of these demonstrations is the feelings
that was present on some of the precariates at that time. As a result, while
distancing ourselves from the class-based analysis of these events, we believe
that it makes more sense to attribute it to a section of destabilizers who belonged
to different classes. In the precarial analysis of 2019 demonstrations in Iran, it
should be considered that some of the precariates are trying to use this type of
job as a way to progress, some are satisfied with the amount received from this
type of work; and the ward is also dissatisfied (Standing, 2011: 59). The basis of
our analysis is the dissatisfied precarites who have no hope of improving the
situation and because of the lack of government support in these areas, they are
afraid that the situation will probably get worse at any moment. By distributing
these categories in different areas, we can expect to see severe reactions in areas
where the level of dissatisfactions is high, and in other areas, as the dominance
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of each category, this intensity will decrease or increase. From this point of view,
demonstrations is more likely to occur in marginal areas where precarial
occupations and, consequently, fragile living conditions prevail; and it will not
be so strange in affluent areas. Actually, the number of precarites in non-
marginal areas is less than in marginal. As a result, demonstrations are less likely
to occur in affluent areas; and if they do, they are expected to be less severe than
they are in the suburbs. The aggregation of these micro-individualistic reactions
by some precarites in the corners is a misleading display of purposeful,
conscious, and class action that underlies the description of such events using
terms such as "collective action™ or "class struggle." It is clear that collective
action has a burden beyond even the class struggle. So that the purpose of such
an action is clear; and the collective determination is to achieve that goal. Class
struggle, on the other hand, is based on conscious action on the part of the
working class, which requires the existence of labor unions. Such a platform
does not seem to have been prepared for the formation of class consciousness in
Iran. Based on this, the pericardial analysis of 2019 demonstrations in Iran is a
more convincing explanation.

Keywords: Iran' 2019 Demonstrations, Precaria, Standing, Rifkin.
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