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Abstract
Received: The purpose of this study was to investigate the role of sport
29 Oct 2019 nostalgia on the national football team fans' presence in the
stadium. The purpose of this research is applied research and
Accepted: in terms of method of execution and in terms of type of
15 Feb 2020 analysis, it is descriptive correlation. The statistical population
of this study consisted of all supporters of Iranian national
Keywords: football team which according to Morgan table 384 people
Nostalgia, were selected as sample of the study the results of this study
Presence, showed that in sport nostalgic feeling, arousal, affectivity and
Desire, Fans familiarity were significant explanatory variables. So feeling of
sporting nostalgia had a significant effect on the willingness of
the national football team to attend the stadium in a positive
direction. Therefore, by improving the feeling of sports
nostalgia, it can improve the willingness of fans to attend the

stadium.
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and fans can be understood as an
important issue in matters concerning
the Iranian national football team.
Given the importance of attracting fans
to sports competitions, understanding
the functions of a sports nostalgia
feeling can greatly help in this area. On
the other hand, one of the most
important  issues regarding the
presence of fans of national football
teams is their mental attraction in
sports  competitions and  their
adherence to their respective teams.
Therefore, the nostalgic feeling is
enhanced by the mental conflict
between the fans and the sports teams,
affecting the desire of the national
football team to attend the stadium
(1). It seems that the lack of enjoying
the feeling of sporting nostalgia has
influenced the attraction of the fans
and has also influenced their behavior.
In other words, using a sense of
sporting nostalgia can partially control
many of the bad behaviors of the
audience. Therefore, the lack of using a
sense of sporting nostalgia has caused
problems in Iranian professional
football. The lack of research into the
functions of the feeling of sporting
nostalgia causes today's sports
nostalgia to not be adequately
exploited to create mental conflict
between sports fans and teams. This
has made the mental decision-making
of the fans in the stadiums today not be
overshadowed by some of the past
successes of national teams, prominent
and enduring figures. On the other
hand, this has caused some potential
celebrities to fail to make good use of it,
which has led to major problems for the

fans of the national football team to
attend the stadium.

Material and Methods

In this applied descriptive-correlational
study, the statistical population of this
study was supporters of the Iranian
national football team. The limit
defined for the statistical population
based on the research assumptions
included the men of the National
Football League who were members of
the National Football Association. The
statistical sample was estimated using
an adequate Morgan table (n = 384).
The sampling method was purposive
random sampling. Data collection was
done through an electronic
questionnaire on the virtual pages of
the National Football Fan Club.

The research instrument consisted of
the following questionnaires: Sports
Nostalgia  Feeling  Questionnaire:
Questionnaires used include Pascal,
Esprot, and Mohling (2002), Nostalgic
Characterization of Catherine Meir
(2010), Nostalgic Impact of Rutledge et
al. (2009). The questionnaire consisted
of 16 items on a 5-point Likert scale
(from strongly disagree = 1 to strongly
agree = 5). Stadium Attendance
Questionnaire: A rewrite of Safarzadeh
Stadium Questionnaire (2014). The
guestionnaire consisted of 22 items on
a 5-point Likert scale (ranging from very
low =1 to very high = 5). For the validity
of the research instrument, experts in
the field of sports clubs and teachers of
physical education were first consulted
for content and formal evaluation.
Then, the reliability  of  the
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questionnaire was assessed through
Cronbach's alpha at the baseline and
final stages. Questionnaires were
distributed among 40 statistical
populations. Cronbach's alpha was 0.84
in nostalgia and 0.88 in stadium
attendance. Descriptive and inferential
statistics were used for data analysis.
Descriptive statistics were used as
mean and standard deviation. The
inferential test section was used to
determine the distribution of research

data. A structural equation test was
also used to investigate the research
model. The whole process of data
analysis was done in SPSS and PLS
software.

Results

The results showed that nostalgia
feeling had a significant effect on the
presence of fans in the stadium (effect
=0.867, significance level = 0.001).

Table 1- Significant path coefficients in the model

. Path .
Variable level coefficient T sig
The feeling of sports nostalgia 0.867 33.870 0.001

over the intention of the fans

According to the results of the research,
fitting represented that the present
model had a good fit.

Conclusion

The nostalgic feeling has been
considered as one of the most
important issues in various fields and
sciences. Utilizing the nostalgic feeling
in sport has made it a popular sport
today. This has led to the present study
seeking to investigate the role of sports
nostalgia on the willingness of national
football fans to attend the stadium. The
present study indicated that in sport
nostalgic feeling-arousal, affectivity and
familiarity variables significantly
explained this variable. In explaining
these findings, it can be said that since
the impact of nostalgia reflects the
degree of one's sensitivity to the
nostalgic experience, those who are
more familiar with and experience the

nostalgia are likely to be more affected
(2), as a result, have stronger cognitive
and memory dimensions (3) and prefer
more group activities (such as sports
support) (4). The role of time and access
in nostalgia is important; how long it
takes for a person to feel nostalgic for a
particular event in the past. Reisenwitz
et al. (2004) argue that adults are more
likely to feel nostalgic than young adults
(5).

The nostalgic sense seems to be
triggered by the recollection of some of
the memories and experiences of
people's lives that arouse their
emotions, leading to the emotional and
mental attachment between
individuals and those events. This has
led to a nostalgic feeling affecting
people's mental and behavioral
decisions.

The results of this study represented
that the feeling of belonging to the
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school did not improve the academic
achievement of athlete students. Ma
(2003) has pointed out that the feeling
of belonging to the school improves the
achievement of educational goals.
Sanchez et al. (2005) stated in their
research that the feeling of belonging to
the school was to regulate some
adolescent  behaviors.  Moreover,
Hatchel and Marx (2018), as well as
Napoli et al. (2003) found that
controlling many negative behaviors
among students including drug use
could improve the sense of belonging to
the school. According to the results of
this study, it can be concluded that
student athletes' sense of belonging to
the school and academic stubbornness
play an important role. The interactive
effects of the feeling of belonging to the
school and the academic stubbornness
make the athlete students a good
platform for promoting academic
success. This suggests that academic
obstinacy should be considered as an
important issue in schools, especially
among athlete students. The presence
of major problems among athlete
students has made it more difficult for
academic students to play an important
role in improving student academic
achievement.
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