Sport Management Studies Volume 13, No 69, 2021, Page 324-361

Research Paper
Identifying the Consequences of Covid-19 on lranian
Sports

Salman Alavi', Esmaeil Zabihi?, Seyed Hossein Alavi®, Abdossaleh
Zar®

1. M.A., Department of Sport Management, Faculty of Physical Education and Sport
Sciences, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Physical Education and Sports Sciences, Azad
Islamic University, Garmsar, Iran

3. Assistant Professor, Faculty of Engineering and Technology, Mahmoudabad
Technical and Vocational University, Mazandaran, Iran

4. Associate professor, Department of Sport Science, School of Literature and
Humanities, Persian Gulf University, Boushehr, Iran (Corresponding Author)

Received: 2020/08/22 Accepted: 2021/04/29

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify the consequences of Covid-19 on Iranian sports.
This research was done in a qualitative method and a thematic analysis approach. Further,
the research was applied and exploratory. The population consisted of all experts in the
field of sports management with scientific background (professors of sports management)
and executive background (experts, managers and entrepreneurs in sports). We
interviewed 12 subjects by a purposive sampling method. We used face to face and
telephone interview in order to collect information. The validity and reliability were
assessed by credibility, transferability, dependability, and test—retest. The interviews were
analyzed by thematic analysis approach. The results showed that the consequences of
Covid-19 on Iranian sports included 72 sub-categories, which were placed in 17 main
categories. Finally, 9 concepts were identified: Economic, Tourism, Human Resource,
Infrastructure, Media, Health, Communication, Event, and Post-corona. Given the study
gaps in this area, the results of this study can be used as a basis for future studies.
Moreover, all relevant organizations and managers can get acquainted with the present
and future consequences and choose solutions to deal with the consequences.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose:
» Identifying the economic consequences of Covid-19 on Iranian sports.
 ldentifying the tourism consequences of Covid-19 on Iranian sports.
» Identifying the manpower consequences of Covid-19 on Iranian sports.
 ldentifying the infrastructural consequences of Covid-19 on Iranian sports.
+ ldentifying the media consequences of Covid-19 on lIranian sports.
» ldentifying the health consequences of Covid-19 on Iranian sports.
 ldentifying the communication consequences of Covid-19 on Iranian sports.
» Identifying the event consequences of Covid-19 on Iranian sports.
» Identifying the post-Corona consequences of Covid-19 on Iranian sports.

Materials and Methods:
Given the gaps in the research literature, this research was conducted with a

qualitative and exploratory approach (Koenig, 1993). Participants in the interview
were selected through purposive sampling (12 interviewees). Interviewees
included all sports management experts with scientific background (professors of
sports management) and executive background (experts, managers and sports
entrepreneurs). Initial communication with interviewees was done via email,
which included an invitation to collaborate, research objectives, and general
research questions. They were also given information about the voice recording
and the process. To gather information, in-depth and semi-structured interviews
were used, all of which were digitally recorded. The interviews lasted 20 to 32
minutes and eventually resulted in 63 pages of transcripts. According to Kvale
and Brinkmann (2015), to help share ideas better and more easily, the questions
were short and lack of academic language. Following the Castillo-Montoya
(2016) interview method, the interviewees were first asked questions about their
demographic characteristics and work history. The main research questions were
then provided to them. The questions related to the field of activity of the
interviewees were slightly different. To analyze the results, a thematic analysis
method was used. Thematic analysis is a flexible qualitative method for achieving
the "patterns” or "themes" that participants develope in their discourse (Braun &
Clarke, 2006). This method begins with data collection and then continues through
transcribing, reading, and re-reading, analyzing, and interpreting the data. Six-
step method was used for thematic analysis: 1. The interviews were completely
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transcribed and the authors read the text twice to get acquainted with it; 2. After
carefully studying the texts, in the second part, we created the initial code, which
was done by writing a note on the text and the margins of the text; 3. In the third
part, the basic codes were arranged in the form of themes; 4. The themes derived
from the text were then categorized into similar and coherent groups; 5. In the
fifth step, the networks of themes were drawn, reviewed, and analyzed; 6. Finally,
the final research report was analyzed and compiled.

Findings:

The results showed that from the analysis of qualitative data, 72 sub-categories
were obtained, which were placed in 17 main categories. Finally, from the
categories, 9 concepts were extracted: economic consequences (main categories
of sports goods and services and sports and non-sports organizations), tourism
consequences (main categories of sports tourism enterprises and sports tourists),
consequences of human resources (main categories of organization and athlete),
infrastructure consequences (main categories of sports and environmental places),
media consequences (main categories of scientific-educational activities and
television broadcasting), health consequences (main categories of mental health,
social health and physical health), communication consequences (main categories
of national and international interactions), event consequences (main categories
of national and international sports associations) and post-corona consequences
(main categories of sustainable development and ticket sales and reservations)
was obtained.

Conclusion:

Overall, the findings show that the consequences of Covid-19 on Iranian sport
include economic, tourism, manpower, infrastructure, media, health,
communication, event, and post-corona consequences. The results of this research
can contribute to the scientific richness of this field and serve as a basis for future
studies. In practice, all relevant organizations and managers can get acquainted
with the current consequences and challenges ahead and take measures to address
them. Limited theoretical foundations in this area and difficulty in accessing
interviewees (due to quarantine) were among the limitations of the research. In
addition, it should be noted that due to quarantine restrictions and the
establishment of important sports organizations in Tehran, most of the
interviewees were present in Tehran, which is also a limitation of the research.
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5. Voice Recording
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1. Credibility

2. Transferability
3. Dependability
4. Test—Retest

5. Stemler
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Table 2 - Description of Demographic Characteristics of the Interviewees
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1. The World Travel and Tourism Council
2. Faus
3. The European Tourism Manifesto Alliance
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