Sport Management Studies Volume 13, No 65,2021, Page 35 - 60

Research Paper
Investigating the Role of Gender Moderator in the
Relationship between Motivation and Sustainable
Participation of Tourists in Adventure Sports Activities

M. Saffari', E. Moradi**

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Sport Management, Faculty of Humanities, Tarbiat Modares
University

2*.Ph.D. student of sport management, Tarbiat Modares University (Corressponding Author)

Received:2017/11/05 Accepted: 2018/05/05

Abstract

Considering the importance of understanding different motivations of sports tourists, the aim of this
study was to investigate the role of gender moderator in the relationship between motivation and
sustainable participation of tourists in adventure sports activities. This descriptive-correlational study
was done through structural equation modeling. Using sample size software based on the statistical
power of 0.80 and the alpha level of 0.01, the population of the current study was 325 sports tourists
in Ramsar city, selected using simple random sampling method. In the present study, to evaluate each
of the variables (motivation and sustainable participation), a questionnaire taken from Beckman’s
dissertation (2013) was used and its face and content validity was approved after a three-stage
translation confirmed by 6 experts of marketing and sports tourism. In addition, composite reliability
indices, Cronbach’s alpha, Fornel and Larker criteria and average variance extracted (AVE) were used
to assess the reliability of questionnaires, internal consistency of questions, divergent and convergent
validity for each factor, respectively. Based on the findings, among the dimensions considered in
explaining the motivations of sports tourists on their sustainable participation considering the role
of gender moderator, the only hypothesis of the effect of nature tourism component on tourists’
self-expression was not approved in both groups (male and female). Therefore, it is recommended
to marketers and officials of sports and recreational centers to consider the differentiation of the
motivations of male and female tourists in their services for attracting more sports tourists.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: There are different types of tourism, one of which involves risky
activities in some way is called adventure tourism. Adventure tourism can be
divided into two categories of soft and hard adventure activities so that the first type
was considered in the current study. Reports indicate that adventure tourism is on
the increase. It is important to understand the needs, preferences, motivations, and
behaviors of the audience in this part of tourism. Therefore, the aim of this study was
to investigate the moderator role of gender in the relationships between motivations

and sustained participation of tourists in adventure sports activities.

Methodology: This descriptive-correlational study was done through structural
equation modeling. The population in this study consisted of sports tourists interested
in adventure activities. The estimation of the sample size in this study was based
on the objectives and hypotheses of the research. Based on the statistical power of
0.80 with an alpha level of 0.01, 325 persons were selected using the simple random
sampling method. According to the research objectives of the appropriate tool, a
questionnaire was considered (Beckman, 2013). The two main variables of this study
were (motivations and sustained commitment of tourists). To explain the motivations
of tourists from five dimensions (Achievement, Risk-taking, Excitement, Physical
Activity, Nature) which included 14 questions, and to explain the variable of sustained
participation of adventure tourists from three dimensions (Enjoyment, importance of
travel, and self-expression) with eight questions were used. SPSS 25 and Smart PLS

3 software were applied.

Results: The obtained results related to the analysis of descriptive statistics of the
participants showed that 68.5 and 31.5% were males and females. Moreover, 59.9%
oftourists were single, and 40.1% were married. Regarding the age of the participants,
the highest return was related to the age range of 21 to 30 years (53.8%). Only the
hypothesis concerning the effect of one of the dimensions of tourists’ motivations in
nature tourism on their self-presentation was not confirmed; other hypotheses were

confirmed. Inother words, nature had apositive and significant effect on the excitement
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and importance of the trip. Moreover, physical activity affected the dimensions of
excitement, importance of the trip, and self-expression. The effect of excitement on
enjoyment, risk taking on self-expression, a performance on enjoyment, and self-
expression was also significantly confirmed. Gender moderated the relationship
between nature and the importance of travel. The effect of gender moderator on the
relationship between excitement and nature with enjoyment of adventurous tourists in
the male group was significant. In contrast, gender did not moderate the relationship
between these variables in the female group. Gender moderated the relationship
between adventure tourists’ physical activity, enjoyment, importance of travel, and
self-expression in males. Finally, gender moderated the relationship between risk
taking and self-expression in adventure tourists in the malegroup, but the female

group did not moderate this relationship.

Conclusion : From this study, it was concluded that each of the dimensions considered,
which express the motivations of sports tourists with different intensity, influences the
lasting commitment of sports tourists. Besides, these relationships change depending
on the factor of gender. In other words, it can be said that in order to attract and then
retain adventurous sports tourists, recreation and sports service center managers
and marketers must pay special attention to the gender of tourists. Gender is one of
the important and influential factors in consumer behavior because men and women
behave differently. Therefore, different marketing strategies need to be developed
according to gender. In general, it is suggested that managers and marketers of leisure
and sports service centers pay special attention to the needs of men and women in
relation to the services they offer. On the other hand, they should try to segment the
needs of visitors (tourists) if they want to get the most benefit from their presence. . In

addition, they should implement strategies that are specific to each situation.

Keywords : Motivations, Enduring involvement, Gender, Adventure activities, Sports

tourists
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1. PASS Analysis Sample Size

2. Hintze & Kaysville

3. Three Steps Forward - Backward Translation
4. Discriminant Validity

5.Fornell & Larcker

6. Convergent Validity

7. Average Variance Extracted (AVE)

8. Composite Reliability
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Table 1- Demographic Factors
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1. Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS)
2. Partial Least Squares (Smart PLS 3)
3. Hair, Hult, Ringle & Sarstedt
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Table 2 - Results of External Model Analysis, Mean and Significance of each Item
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Table 3- Results of Divergent Validity Evaluation of Components (Fornell & Larcker criterion)

A v s I ¥ Y A )
- /A lbcadbsa .
- /A¥ Y oLy
S AR YAV e AYY Ol ¥
AR IYE O eE v Cyenl ¥
MRS 0AF VYR Y Y &S Calo B

MY YA e BAY e AYE WY YA (Spd sbedle s

*/A9V ~/AY'W ~/V\“5' ~/V~\ */A\"V ~/MY' ~//\\“ dﬁji&%) A%
SSAD YA VY BAY VY AND e AYD e ARY &Slodgs A
950 I Jalosi gl

S 5 o A5 3o 30 025 iyo S B 31yl Sl i SIS i i ISR
ol By SMo puiio yb (s (g lislo S¥olre (g3l J e )0 R (sl 0iodols diels (Y41 Y)
o b alal) )3 ey it (SUS ity O8O Gl O (Sl sl 585 3l ol 4y
W  (SALS da yiws D935 (loxsdy (/YD o+ /0 o+ /YD) sy dladidu Cpizod Cuwl yidus SHo
VY Cypds bt b sllae g buoly cpl 0 (VWO Y Y () SKed g i) Canl 0 8] (658 4 bawgio
0l Cyed g3y lo (1) Ki0)S (3501 dlayl Lawwgs ()5l g5 5 yiaw Gl (N Sy 31+ /Y 5 /A
SIS e g5 85 Sl (*poutlS Ggl) QT Latlgy (SAiS s g O (a3l sy Jlome ]
yokateds O, SKigsy a5 153,8 Gls (VWA YY) ) gyt 1S o b)) ()it b Jdo 1) Ly,
Sy (/YD g+ /N0 +/Y) Ly dlai 4w &S], QT asle RY 5155 pogdle b (sykisles Jio U3
Sy dpar QU e laz lad S bt s b g ol (e 1S sy 838 G138 0
Cawddy /XY g /YA < /¥Y L plys (6,503 ¢ i Caad () SMo i 43 )b S liee Sl
g sl oo Lalgy  SuisS so i Oy sliwly )d QT saia Sk 1slie a4y sl b el

Wl (595 (labaly yre 5o puiio dus y (gl odelCunddy gl 48 5,8 Ly

1. Stone-Geisser
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Table 4- Results of Internal Model Analysis
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Table 5 - The Main Indicators of The Final Evaluation of The Model Quality
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1. Standardized Root Mean Square Residual (SRMR)
2. Bootstrapping

3. Unweighted Least Squares Discrepancy (d-ULS)
4. Geodesic Discrepancy (d-G)
5. Henseler, Hubona & Ray
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Table 6- Results of Research Hypotheses
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Figure 2 - Output of Smart PLS 3 Software (Significance Mode)
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