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Abolfazl Faizi and His Influence on Akbar Shah Gurkhani's
Theory of ""Absolute Peace™

Aram Rahimian®, Maryam Mosharraf?

Abstract

Abu al-Faiz Faizi (20 September 1547 — 15 October 1595) is the poet of Akbar Shah
Gurkhani’s Court. Scholars have different points of views regarding Faizi’s ideological
inklings. The attribution of the theory of absolute peace to Faizi is one way with which
scholars have tried to pinpoint his ideological and poetic cast of mind. Many critics
believed that Faizi was the mainspring of Akbar's religious tolerance and the stimulator
of the philosophy of absolute peace. In this study, we investigate whether Faizi was the
main stimulator of the theory of absolute peace and the ideological reforms of the
Akbar’s court. The results of the study demonstrate that although Faizi had a prominent
role in formulating the theory of absolute peace, other factors such as Akbar's tolerant
character and social conditions in India have more fundamental roles in Akbar
rendering reformations in his court and his governance on India.

Keywords: Akbar Shah Gurkhani, Faizi, Faizi’s Intellectual and Beliefs, Absolute
Peace.
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