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The Investigation of the Role of Speech Acts in the Representation
of an Authentic Image of the Iranian Culture in the Persian
Language Textbooks for Second Language Learners

Anita Amirit

Abstract

The aim of the present study is to discuss speech acts as constitutive of the central
core of authenticity in the representation of a true image of the Iranian language and
culture. The main goal of teaching any language to second language learners is to
develop intercultural communicative skills between people. Language textbooks
could play an important role in accomplishing this goal. After the basic terms
"authenticity” and "speech acts" have been defined and determined, the Persian
translation of two central speech acts "greeting” and "introducing oneself" is
analyzed in detail in a dialogue from a German textbook. Furthermore, the results
from the entire study are summarized in order to design the criteria catalogue for the
analysis of the speech act sequences in the Iranian textbook "Mina 1". The
overriding goal of this analysis is to show to what extent this textbook has been used
successfully in presenting a true image of Iranian language and culture. It should be
mentioned that the results of this study as well as the catalogue of criteria developed
for checking the Persian speech act sequences may be helpful in the future,
especially in the conception and production of new Persian teaching materials and
textbooks.

Keywords: Speech Acts, Authenticity, Textbook, Intercultural Communicative
Competence, Criteria Catalogue, Speech Act Sequences
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Carlos: Ich heif3e Carlos Rodriguez.
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Carlos: Ich komme aus Argentinien.

Fr. Lange: Und ich bin Frau Lange, die Sekretarin. Herzlich willkommen bei
Techno Design (Sander 2013: 10).
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