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Explaining Pattern-Based Reading in Teaching
Architectural History and Evaluating its Effectiveness
on Architecture Students’ Ideation and Insights

Hamid Ghias®* Ahmad Aminpour™ Mehdi Hamzehnejad™

Abstract

In the following article, the necessity of effectiveness and application of historical
knowledge in architectural design is discussed. In other words, how historical data can
be an approach to enhance students’ design insights. A review of the literature suggests
that one of the challenges of teaching architecture is helping students in the process of
creating new ideas. Accordingly, one of the processes pursued by the designers and the
students is referring to similar designs and the literature. Therefore, searching for tools and
equipment that can help use previous literature and focus on their fundamental features,
is of importance. The most appropriate Ieading-ed%e solution is to target architectural
history education by changing the teaching patterns that attempt to create contexts as well
as teaching students the correct ways and methods of adopting backgrounds to students
and recall applications for achieving appropriate design elements and patterns so that they
can be used in today’s architecture in a new way. This study seeks to identify Pattern-based
reading which is related to architecture and is a need for modern education of architectural
history, which will have a positive impact on the quality and variety of ideation of students
majoring in architecture. Therefore, the most important research questions of this study
are: what is the effect of pattern-based reading on the ideation process of students majoring
in architecture? And what are the components of pattern-based reading in teaching
architectural history? Hence, the present paper aims to find solutions to the application of
patterns and concepts of architectural history in architectural design using pattern-based
reading in architectural history teaching through a qualitative-quantitative approach with
empirical as well as a library-based research tools (through studying related theories and
definitions), student questionnaire (content analysis), and field study through participatory
and non-participatory observation and finally, pre-test and post-test implementation
and analysis of its results. By referring to the results obtained from the tests, and after
controlling the effect of the pre-test, the quality, and the variety in the ideas provided,
there was a significant difference and since the experimental groups mean score was high,
this indicated the positive effect of pattern-based reading in the instruction of architectural
history on the quality, variety of ideas, and art works created by students of architecture.

Keywords: Education, Learning, Pattern, Pattern-Based reading, Ideology, Quality of
idea, Variety of idea, Success, Satisfaction
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