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Islamic culture and civilization in the Fatimid era of Egypt,, Establishment
of originality, dynamism, excellence, evolution and development of
knowledge - 210 years of excellence and glory of Islamic civilization

Dr. Mohammad Reza Shahidi Pak

Islamic Azad University of Central Tehran Branch

Abstract
Undoubtedly, based on available material documents, Fatimids established one of the most

independent periods of human civilization in Egypt. Several figures presented history of
world science, and their civilization became material foundation of Egyptian civilization until
a few centuries later. Including Al-Azhar educational institution, whose educational
domination lasted for a thousand years. Administrative of Fatimids is continued same as
Fatimid organization in  term and in  organization. The Fatimid era is a period of
development and initiative in Hasbah( law of citizenship), medicine, basic sciences,
architecture and urban planning, philosophy, theology, jurisprudence, literature, Quranic
sciences, navy, physical chemistry and nutrition, and culture and art. Dimensions of Islamic
culture and civilization in Fatimid era in Ifricayah indicate a new beginning in civilization ,
new era of Ifricayah urban development began with arrival of Fatimids in Ifricayah .
Fatimids built several large royal cities, ports of Mahdieh and Mansoura and city of Zweila.
Numerous military fortifications and religious and educational centers, including Great
mosque of Mahdieh , which remain to this day. They established that most comprehensive
development of Qirvan took place in Fatimid era, their architectural style in creating very
large gates is a special style in development and urban planning. port of Mahdia was one of
main trading points and export of Islamic culture and civilization in  Western Mediterranean,
and large ships from India, Iran, Andalusia, Greece, many Muslim and Christian nations
always stopped there and transported goods to all over world. Fatimids can be considered
founders of Muslim navy in  Mediterranean. Huge Fatimid fleet dominated and ruled many
of opposition movements in  Mediterranean. Founders of Qairan School of Medicine,
including Shiite physician ibn Jazar, Iranian thinker were mostly supporters of Fatimids,
and under their protection, science of medicine, literature, and Arabic and Islamic culture
developed. Extraordinary progress in construction of new military weapons in  Fatimid era
in Ifricayah , including Ibn al-Qayyar's work in the construction of "Al-Nar al-Muharraga".
The physician Dunosh Ibn Tamim (360 AH, 971 AD) wrote many works in  medicine. He
was one of the physicians of Mansour and Ghaem Fatemids courts in Ifricayah . New
buildings of Islamic culture and civilization built by Fatimids in Ifricayah were followed in
Ziri and Banu Hamad eras, and in production and minting of coins, several Fatimid mints
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were established, including Mahdieh, Mansour and Sicily. In coins of Fatimid era, Sicilian
glass coins are unique in their kind. In glass industry and manufacture of crystal vessels, a
significant development took place in  Fatimid era, some of whose works are available in
European museums; Fatimid dynasty, which was ruled by Kalbi dynasty of Bani Hussein,
who ruled in Sicily for about a hundred years , commemorates golden age of Islamic culture
and civilization in various fields.Educational system and administrative and governmental
organization of Fatimids in  Ifricayah is one of first advanced organizations in Middle
Ages; Fatimids organized  first secret organization to establish a successful state and
caliphate in  western part of Islamic world. One of axioms of civilization is unparalleled
greatness and glory of civilization in Fatimid era .Characteristic of this period is
establishment, originality, dynamism a nd fertility of Islamic civilization , which had its
influence and strength until  Ayyubid and Mamluk eras and continues to shine in  sky of
Islamic civilization. Civilization of Fatimid era is in judgment of Ibn Khaldun is emportant
. He considered big bilding of fatemids as one of aspects of their civilization and described
this culture and style of Fatimid civilization with term " grand bilding ". Cultural and
civilizational aspect of them is development of jurisprudence of Ahl al-Bayt against
jurisprudence of Maliki Hanbali and Shafi'i and division of legal thought. Ibn Khaldun has
mentioned this shift in jurisprudence and has named Fatimids promoters of jurisprudence of
Ahl al-Bayt. For glory and supremacy of Fatimid civilization, only presence of Ibn Haytham
is sufficient. Ibn Khaldun has mentioned its Greek roots in describing and explaining science
of landscapes and light.He writes that Ibn Haytham has written in this science among
Islamists. Seven hundred years passed before he discovered history of modern science of 1bn
Haytham and introduced him in second half of twentieth century as father of science of
light. Crusader motive and religious beliefs are still going on, and 1bn Khaldun, who referred
to Fatimids in terms of civilization, has distanced himself from these intentions and has a
balanced position towards Fatimids. . Four aspects of historiography of Fatimid civilization
are: 1- The Fatimids.civilization is Fertile and productive . 2- The function of Shiite
civilization . 3- It is a physical role in world civilization. 4- It is a deterrent that dealing with
Fatimid civilization is a defense against invasion of dissident historiography.
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