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The article’s main aim is to investigate the relationship between wonder and philosophical
thoughts and between surprise and abductive thoughts. We critique the Platonic belief that
philosophy begins from wonder and argue that the explanatory and normalizing function of
knowledge in societies and naturalistic ontology neutralizes the astonishment and makes
ineffective its impact on philosophical thoughts. In contrast, we argue that the genesis of
philosophical thought is due to deep speculation and introspective temperament of the mind
and skeptical exploration of the existing knowledge and beliefs. Abduction has been the recent
research subject of various disciplines. Next, the paper is devoted to a new investigation of
abductive inference, subjective abduction, and its relationship with the emotion of surprise
and dramatic events. We explain this amazing mental ability regarding subjective estimation of

probability and intuitive expectation. At last, some fallacies arising from abductive reasoning
are discussed.
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Although it is good to be born with some kind of inclination to this passion [admiration] because it disposes

us to the acquisition of sciences, yet we ought afterwards to endeavor as much as we can to be rid of it.

[Descartes, Rene, The Passions of the Soul. 2, Article 76.]
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