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Objective: The purpose of this article is to identify and prioritize the elements of
contextual-cultural identity in the creation and stability of the identity of the
Turkish ethnicity.Methods: The present research uses a mixed-methods
(qualitative-quantitative) approach. In the qualitative phase, 22 Azeri experts
living in Tehran City and other Turkish-speaking province centers in 2020
selected through snowball-sampling method to reach theoretical saturation were
interviewed. In the quantitative phase, 384 residents of the centers of the Azeri
provinces were selected through stratified random sampling method using
Cochran's formula. Research instruments in qualitative part were checklist and
semi-structured questionnaire. The instrument of the quantitative part was a
researcher-made questionnaire extracted from the identified indicators of
contextual-cultural identity in the creation and stability of the Turkish ethnic
group. To validate the content of the interviews, two consecutive stages of
surveys with experts were used. Content validity and structural validity were
used to assess the validity and Cronbach's alpha was used to assess the reliability
of the researcher-made questionnaire.Results: The findings of the qualitative
section revealed that based on the “thematic analysis” obtained from the
interviews with experts, from 144 contents, 74 categorized codes, 12 sub-themes
and finally four main themes were recognized, inclusding:l. Geography, 2.
Language, 3. Individual Attitude, and 4. Personality Characteristics; their indexes
were recognized as contextual-cultural identity elements in the creation and
stability of Turkish ethnicity. Moreover, the results of the quantitative section,
according to the exploratory factor analysis, showed five factors affecting the
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creation and stability of the individual-contextual cultural identity element of
Turkish ethnicity, including 1. Personality characteristics, 2. Language, 3. Gender
differences, 4. Individual attitudes, and 5. Geography. The results of one-sample
t-test proved that the contextual-cultural identity, to a large extent, affects the
creation and stability of the identity of the Turkish ethnicity. In this category,
geography and language had the most important and gender differences had the
least important role.Conclusion: Hence, geography and language are the most
important elements of contextual-cultural identity in the creation and stability of
the identity of the Turkish ethnicity.

Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Identity has a long history in the memoir
of humanity. From the moment man
realized that he had to answer the
question of "who" and "what" in the face of
the social environment, a category called
"identity" was formed. In fact, since the
beginning of human cognition, the
question of identity has been raised for
him. Culture and cultural heritage can be
considered as one of the most important
sources of human identity. Individuals and
groups gain identity through cultural
components and elements since these
components and elements have a
significant ability to meet the needs of
human beings to be superior to others and
to integrate into their own community.
The contextual identity is the identity
acquired by an individual in a nation
according to the geographical
environment in which he was born, the
language and dialect, and the personality
characteristics he acquires from the
nation and group. According to Smith
(2004), since ethnic identity is an identity
with cultural content and includes
elements such as symbols, myths,
memories, and customs and rituals, the
survival of these identity elements over
successive generations can be a reason for
stability and survival of their ethnic
identity. The existence of a group's ethnic
identity in a host society depends on

various factors and conditions, including
the intensity and strength of minority
ethnic identity elements and the
mechanisms that perpetuate it in the face
of majority culture. In addition, the social
conditions of the host society help the
survival of their identity elements. The
purpose of this article is to identify and
prioritize the elements of contextual-
cultural identity in the creation and
stability of the identity of the Turkish
people.

Methods:

The present research uses a mixed-
methods (qualitative-quantitative)
approach. In the qualitative phase, 22 Azeri
experts living in Tehran City and other
Turkish-speaking province centers in
2020 selected through snowball-sampling
method to reach theoretical saturation
were interviewed. In the quantitative
phase, 384 residents of the centers of the
Azeri provinces were selected through
stratified random sampling method using
Cochran's formula. Research instruments
in qualitative part were checklist and
semi-structured  questionnaire. = The
instrument of the quantitative part was a
researcher-made questionnaire extracted
from the identified indicators of
contextual-cultural identity in the
creation and stability of the Turkish ethnic
group. To validate the content of the
interviews, two consecutive stages of
surveys with experts were used. Content
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validity and structural validity were used
to assess the validity and Cronbach's alpha
was used to assess the reliability of the
researcher-made questionnaire.

Results:

The findings of the qualitative section
revealed that based on the “thematic
analysis” obtained from the interviews
with experts, from 144 contents, 74
categorized codes, 12 sub-themes and
finally four main themes were recognized,
including Geography, Language, Individual
Attitude, and Personality Characteristics.
Their indexes were recognized as
contextual-cultural identity elements in
the creation and stability of Turkish
ethnicity identity. Moreover, the results of
the quantitative section showed that five
factors were identified in the creation and
stability of the elements of individual-
contextual cultural identity of Turkish
ethnicity after doing an exploratory factor
analysis on 36 items of the designed
questionnaire extracted from the themes
and indicators of the interviews with
experts.  These  factors  included
Personality characteristics, Language,
Gender differences, Individual attitudes,
and Geography. The results of one-sample
t-test showed taht the contextual-cultural
identity, to a large extent, affects the
creation and stability of the identity of the
Turkish people (p <0.05, 3<x<4). The
results of Friedman ranking test also
showed that geography and language were
the most important and gender
differences were the least important
elements of contextual-cultural identity in
the creation and stability of the identity of
the Turkish people.

Conclusion:

Based on the results of the interview in the
qualitative section as well as the results of
the survey in the quantitative section, it
can be argued that Geography in the
indicators of "residence” and
"geographical location" and Language in
the indicators of "mother tongue",
"spoken/written languages" and
"geographical language" are the main
elements of cultural identity in the
formation, continuity and stability of the
identity of the Turkish people. Individual
Attitudes in the indicators of "beliefs" and
"political issues”, Personality
Characteristics in the indicators of "ethnic
feelings", "personality characteristics", and
"socio-economic characteristics”, and
finally Gender discrimination in the
indicators of “gender differences” and
“‘most boys' ethnic bias” as other
contextual-cultural identity elements
have been able to play a key role in the
creation, continuity and stability of the
identity of the Turkish people in different
eras. Accordingly, the formation and
stability of the Turkish people’s identity
originate from the recognized contextual-
cultural identity elements. In fact, the first
factor is related to geography; the second
factor is related to language; the third
factor is related to  personality
characteristics; the fourth factor is related
to individual attitudes and the fifth factor
is related to gender differences.
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