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ABSTRACT

Development, in a new purport, requires its own special culture; in a way that it arises
from within a particular culture and the same is its backer and supporter. Based on
this statement, any state that pursues one of the forms of this development, it must
inevitably also provide its cultural context otherwise; development turns into its
antithesis. But development-oriented cultural transformation is sometimes
accompanied by the omission of some of the pre-existing cultural variables. Cultural
anthropology - a study of culture in general meaning - is in the process to recognize,
on the one hand, the plurality of cultures by accepting the principle of cultural
relativism, and the other hand, consider cultural necessities of development based on
a new wave of development and requirement with a value-based approach. With a
new branch of anthropology called developmental anthropology, this study with the
help of the logic of the lower natives, tries to challenge the developmental elites and
make them aware of the consequences of their hasty decisions. In other words, this
article intends to analyze the challenge of cultural anthropology and propose some
solutions. Today, anthropology seeks to bridge multiple realities of the human world
on the one hand, and preserve cultural pluralism as a source of cultural creativity on
the other.
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INTRODUCTION

Culture is one of the most important categories of human life. The concept of
culture is an analytical construct that in the context of this concept helps us
highlight the parts and components of the reality of life, think about and plan for
them. Kruber and White consider culture to be an independent phenomenon of
individuals and emphasize its agency (Salehi Amiri, 2007, 42). This means that
because culture, as an intangible phenomenon, determines the direction of the
thoughts and actions of individuals and society, any decision to change the thinking
and behavior of individuals and society requires a change in the foundations of the
prevailing culture, which in itself, is a very complex issue (Mahoozi, 2013).

PURPOSE

This article intends to study the relationship between culture and development from
philosophical and cultural anthropological points of view and show that why any
development program requires cultural considerations whether they are presented
in philosophic language or anthropological language.

METHOD

The ties between culture and development require critical attention. This means
that neither the culture is a rigid category nor is the development a just and decisive
program. Basically, any plan to change the behavior and spirit of societies, as
possibly is technical and economic must be social and cultural as well. As cultures
are formed and continue to function in relation to their current needs and historical
foundations, development and cultural programs must also always be defined in a
flexible and jelly-like manner. This critical approach allows us to look for multiple
versions of two-pronged reconciliation between indigenous cultures and global
development and globalization of development.

FINDINGS

The concept of culture is a central concept and a focal point of cultural
anthropology. This science has been organized and developed in the study of non-
Western societies. In its anthropological sense, culture does not only mean
familiarity with literature, art, and ethics, but in general, it is a collection of more or
less formed ways of thinking, feeling, and action of human beings, which is firstly
acquired, secondly shared by certain groups, and thirdly the factor distinguishing
these groups and communities from other groups and communities (Nik Shaibani,
2002, 117-118). To put it more clearly, culture means the way of life of a certain
people in their own environment; this way of life is meaningful and valuable for the
same lot, and value systems of each culture, too, are formed on the basis of
conditions and contexts of the same culture.



One of the most important features of the developmental program in the 20%
century is evolutionary assumptions that are hidden within them. These
assumptions have led to an elitist and top-down view of cultural elements, in a way
that high and low cultural categories are at the foundation and forefront of
development programs, and a cultural/non-cultural dichotomy is introduced based
on this elitist and evolutionary distinctions. This issue that Western agents or pro-
Western trustees apply in development and other related programs in non-Western
countries has led to an unhistorical conception from the cultural and similarly, an
implicit tendency to destroy and suppress their own traditional culture (Scobar,
2005, 17).

For this reason, according to some economists and sociologists of the traditional
paradigm of development, the globalization of economy requires a special cultural
system that is likewise considered as a condition of development and is not separate
from it, whether we consider this accompaniment step by step or as a priority of
culture over development (Davari Ardekani, 2005, 17). According to this group,
development needs a special culture, which is called "culture of development", a
culture that’s implementation requires the absence of barriers to development.

By accepting the principle of the link between culture and development and that
some of the cultural values accelerate the development and some hinder it, cultural
anthropology in its last position has shown more flexibility and seeks to reconcile
the individuality and exclusivism of cultures with the universality of values of
developmental culture. In the meantime, based on the rule of cultural relativity, a
kind of intercultural logic has been given in the confrontation with cultures and
their relationship. Numerous views have been put forward in this regard. For
example, De Coster believes that some themes of the new culture can be gently
placed alongside the elements of traditional and non-Western ones, hence, become
members of that family, and continue their new life (De Coster, 2002, 74).
According to this view, if new cultural themes are calmly and respectfully coexist
with pre-existing cultural values, in the most extreme case, traditional values act
more as a brake on development than an obstruction of development. According to
this claim, although "traditional culture is fundamentally different from today's
culture, [but] can change as a result of contact with it, without shaking the
foundations of the system” (De Coster, 2002, 73).

Another such modification can be developed near anthropologists. Here, in
contrast to the first wave of development, which, from an evolutionary point of
view, evaluates the contribution of various countries in global development
programs and the growth of modern rationality and civilization based on their
distance and proximity to certain ends, they try to suggest a third way under the
influence from some postmodernists and poststructuralists such as Foucault.
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CONCLUSION

The issue of development, beyond its Western and modern narrative, has created
special experiences that have led to much anthropological criticism. On the one
hand, these criticisms are based on indisputable assumptions of Western
development and modernity discourse in its first wave, which have also been
supported by some pro-development and modernist sociologists and, on the other
hand, expresses a local view of culture and attention to "other histories”; processes
by which each society builds itself on its own resources. The experience of
anthropology has shown that this science, more than anything else, is moving
towards a kind of self-critical function for cultures; a critical insight into oneself
through the mirror of others. Anthropologists' critiques of cultural assumptions in
the West have a long history in anthropology. Although, more attention has been
paid to the relationship between anthropology and colonialism, but this critical
aspect of anthropology has received less attention despite being the most prominent
in developmental anthropology.

NOVELTY

In this article, it is shown that anthropology in this culturally changing environment
and emerging indigenous and local anthropology, has tried to move towards a kind
of reconstruction in the field of indigenization; a reconstruction that has led to the
redefinition of research fields as well as new application domains of the indigenous
culture. From the point of view of cultural anthropology, what has enriched and
strengthened human life is the diversity of biocultural forms, and this is a necessity
that must be continued.
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