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| Planning and General Principles of Museum
ase Study: Martyr Museum located in Shiraz City)

Zahra Barzegar*, Ph.D. Department of Architecture, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Shiraz Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Shiraz, Iran.

Abstract

Lack of stability in identity for urban residences remarkably resulted in rupture of any connection between inhabitants and
environment or the inhabitants themselves. “At the top priority, museums are expected to preserve the identity of culture in a
society. Museums play a key role in preservation of culture, and in another word, these monuments are the essentiality of survival,
as well as durability for a human society”. In addition, the case study city (Shiraz) has two benefits: a cultural tissue in city, and
having lots of museum visitors. Thus this city needs more spaces like museums and other cultural buildings. Amongst the most
popular monuments is Martyr and War museum which implicate the approach of today life of Iranian society. However, the crucial
objective of this study is to present the general principles for designing a museum as a branch of planning. Although we know the
population of city, but estimating the necessary space of a museum is difficult. Consequently, the current study includes estimation
of per capita, as well as spaces suitable for such projects. For this purpose, based on previous studies, as well as samples and
statistics are used to estimate the population and visitors using sampling and standards. This study aims to seek a proper method
to estimate the number of visitors, as well as occupied spaces for Martyr Museum located in Fars Province. Overall, there could
be counted four different methods for the current study, including: estimation of population and per capita, sampling from present
spaces, sampling of visitors, estimation of per capita and spaces. In each step, certain statistics were needed. After estimating of
population, as the most preliminary method, based on universal, as well as Iranian per capita reference, necessity or non-necessity
of the museum construction was assessed. In the second method, occupied spaces of certain internal and external museums were
compared and the total required space was eventually calculated. Third step was processed on the basis of sampling from visitors
of war museums worldwide and museums located in Tehran and Shiraz City (particularly Martyr museum). Finally, according
to the statistics, simply number of visitor and required spaces for constructing these monuments could be assessed. Results
showed the considerable lack of cultural areas like museums in Iran and the whole region. In this regard, per capita considered
for cultural spaces in the country is less than universal standards. Moreover, the total visits of this Museum in daily visits and
peak visits for special days were evaluated. Results illustrated that number of visits from Martyr museum showed a significant
difference compared with other museum which attract every cultural designer. Meanwhile, space of the whole cultural area is
estimated by comparing the other Iranian monuments. Thereupon, calculation of the required spaces would be simplified in this
manner. However, as induced from the present study, physical planning of a process is basically structured on the basis of society
requirements. Hence, the current presented method could be applicable for the further physical plans in future.

Keywords: Museum; Cultural planning, General principles of museum design, Estimation of per capita.
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