iangiy dlie mum

10.30508/FHJA.2022.543107.1108 @
Obgel syt yUT 50 S e anllae o
il 9 ‘DW J®

™ g0ls euwlallgl

S UI)J"ub_e,_nb!b)“o&wb‘ylbbmb‘ﬁlbu&gﬁijl&ufp&W9QM\\ — \/& %
Y**LS).*SN [OLQ,J @

bl ihed sl slSeiils (oWl (slayios (Ll g aaadas oyl aiiyy (6550 (sgaaiiils il

Veo by

Voo /Y5 wallia il puyls
Voo N/ % :allio iy psls
Pi-lo dmbin

DS

.

9 Pl )0 GloiegSa dog) yudl A (488 § 50U Ve )y rdlicue Gl
ol sas 8,Ldl Layyb (bigel 0lygo 5o (g Jasd (sguwds Soluw 5l o Giol,S
S5 o2bluig Slellhe ) lhze ygodr Oligel jl sasleslzy )i LT
ile IS iz 501y, BT (12l 45 gl 08 B (1 Sulg aslais)S )8 (u)y
ol sacis plesl oo )8 dellhes)ge (=S Jesd) Ogxad SlaasLi e
L ahiwlg 2 poled jo |y i &S wiiands (sl ()i )BT aAShl dodzgih :dun
Lo oLulid dellae oyl GBus winoge )y ooyl sLasyes Sinyd
ol QU gy )BT bl 1o ligal caogSo asbl,S oo g aslalin
Lsgsm_u.»b d.JgSD)LJT o= 9 qm)bT p]J_S UL.-.’SA‘ Lbbi&mﬂﬂuﬁlé.w
floogs 0> S dle LBlaal

Glos- o gd (g) 4o 9 032 ol g9 I ol (gl sBded g,
Glatere Jadod Gy do (20 9 5l Ugte it Aoy 5o 0)ndiue g0
JUT g slamo ,UT 5 peel lagel 31 sasilolonys (gyits T yatsso g s0is d-sllbaa
S8 )1y 8 (a0 9)50 (hogd -Aulxd g 4o Slojee

2% UleSse b gl ampdess duog) 4S ols Glis W 155z
By 51 o8 BT il )3 (o Lo 5l oussloslon s LT aybs 5l vl g gduos
Vgzer sazlue Je 2ad Ledl Bgyae 45 (oladinid 5 (S)p 9 cakis
LazlS gmat Ledl 9,5)1S go5 @pb 51 05 g by 5 Binod golz g o) xualldnd
59y 12 438,150 50905 ladilins g bahs dhwlgas b g bl slaples o
il b logad |y olagel 2lSJezs 5 bbbl Lol

Lole Bgyb (sgal Jlaw £LQtlSn.\_'.>LLM (U L] Buines (ybgal :Lbbj‘g auls

g0y e ijandl Ao cole doliliad
* a.dadvar@alzahra_ac_ir Ferdows-honor-Journal of Arts
i e,akbari@a]zahra_agjr Ferdows Institute of higher Education

\o



Veo by

099y8 e ivjomel dusnfo cole doliliad
Ferdows-honor-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

\

[ A Study of Luxury in Umayyad Art in Damascus

Abolghasem Dadvar*!

mun Article Research Original
@ 10.30508/FHIA.2022.543107. 1108

and Andalusia

1. Abolghasem Dadvar, professor of Archeology and History of Art Alzahra University,Tehran Irann
Elham Akbari**?
2. Elham Akbari. Phd student. Comparative and analytical history of Islamic arts. Alzahra
University, Tehran, Iran

Received: 17/11/2021

Accepted: 29/1/2022
Page 11-31

Abstract

Mu’awiyah became the caliph in 41 AH after the Rashidun caliphs and initiated the
Umayyad rule in Syria. Of course, the Umayyad dynasty began in 18 AH (during the
Caliphate of Umar) in this part of the Islamic world and the Umayyad dynasty in Syria
ended in 132 AH. The Umayyad dynasty was founded in 138 AH by one of their survivors,
Abdul Rahman Dakhil, in Spain in 138 AH, and continued until 422 AH. The Umayyad
rulers and caliphs of Spain, like their Syrian ancestors, sought to have fun.

With the beginning of the Umayyad dynasty after the Rashidun caliphs, the way of
governing in Islamic civilization changed and moved away from the simplicity of life
and equality and brotherhood that was in the beginning of Islam. . Many historical books
refer to the luxurious and monarchist nature of this family, which according to historical
documents can be considered the legacy of their ancestors, Mu’awiyah, and some artworks

that left from this period are also different from other periods in terms of luxury. Some of
these works are so in conflict with the beliefs, religion and character of Islam that some
scholars have called them blasphemous art that have never been repeated in the history
of Islamic art. The Umayyad artefacts have been studied separately in previous studies,
but so far no research has been done to study these works from the perspective of features
such as “luxury”.

Therefore, considering that artworks are tools that put human beings in direct contact
with the culture of historical periods, the purpose of this study is to identify the royal
aspects of Umayyad rule based on their artworks. Accordingly, the purpose of this study
was to examine the works of art of the Umayyads in Syria and Andalusia in terms of
displaying their luxurious aspects and to find out how and in what way these works met
the goals of their rulers.

The questions that we want to answer are these: What are the most important works
of Umayyad art? and What are the luxuries of the Umayyad dynasty? And how did
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these works achieve the goals of their owners?
In this article, to answer these questions, at the
first stage, Historical and religious books were
studied, and then their content was analyzed, In
the second step, the Umayyad artworks, including
Architectural structures and artworks kept in
museums, were studied and analyzed. Studies
show that the spirit of luxury of the Umayyad can
be seen from Damascus to Andalus, through their
surviving artworks.

The Umayyad dynasty is the period of the
construction of huge and glorious mosques
that have been used for a lot of money. These
mosques are called royal mosques in art history
books. Mosques such as the Dome of the Rock
in Jerusalem, the Grand Mosque in Damascus
and the Cordoba Mosque are examples of such
mosques. Through those mosques, the Umayyads
displayed the power and glory of their empire. The
elements that were added to the mosques, such as
the “minbar” (pulpit) and the “magsoorah” and
the “mihrab” (altar), are related to showing the
position and authority of the Umayyad caliphs.
In addition to mosques and their elements, royal
palacesandbathshave survived fromthe Umayyad
period. The decorations inside these structures,
including paintings and sculptures, all reflect
the Umayyad luxury character. After the collapse
of the Umayvyad rule in Syria, their aristocratic
character continued in Spain by their survivors.
The construction of a magnificent mosque full of
decorations in Cordoba demonstrates this. The
construction of palaces in Spain continued so
much that now the best Islamic palaces such as
Madinah Al-Zahra and Al-Hamra are preserved
in this land. Manifestations of Umayyad luxury
can also be identified in their other works of
art. The use of the word “king” to mean king on
Spanish pottery and the presence of motifs such
as portraits of musicians, singers, and dancers on
works of art also reflects the way the Umayyad
rulers lived and how they spent their leisure time.
The presence of perfumers in the hands of the
king and the presence of musicians next to them
are all symbols of royalty and luxury.
Keywords: Umayyad, Damascus, Andalusia,
mosques, palaces, Umayyad pottery.
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Figure 2: Images of palaces and cities in mosaic decorations in the
Great Mosque of Damascus, the Umayyad period. Image source:

https://islamicart.museumwnf.org/database_item.php?id=monumen
t;ISL;sy;Mon01;11 ;en
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Figure 1: Image of Sassanid vases in mosaic ornaments on the Dome
of the Rock in Jerusalem, the Umayyad period. Image source: https://
www.asriran.com
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Figure 4: Part of the wall paintings of the Qusayr al-Umrah bath in
Jordan, during the Umayyad period. Image source: https://islamicart.
museumwnf.org/database_item.php?id=object;ISL;jo;Mus01;51;en
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Figure 3: Thirty-one completely abstract designs on the floor of the
courtyard of the Al-Mufjar Complex, in Jordan, during the Umayyad
period. Image source: http://qodsna.com
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Figure 6: Part of Al-Zahra Medina, in Spain, Umayyad period. Image
source: (Dodds, 1992, 31)
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Figure 5: Altar of the Cordoba Mosque, in Spain, Umayyad period.
Image source: (Dodds, 1992, 20)

> b azbue Lilwlas (Blel o ogyg 5l u

b8 az o bgplp shb plaSeus 1 Sdgaa byl
2S00 LS o anbydazue alasl ol o g esSi o
sl gl 3t 45 ool ithlw asl e
e aziliz il el Mo g 055 S ulas
Olbgel sl ioliazyo s cppaslo plgica abs
g Oliz 0 (usd Gane )L iz b o lilwl s
aS 0gu e Olisae Ciway yo b m 38 gl o
APV sy caslw UT)'S)A)Q Se>gS sladS ui o
ol oyylie Loy aswo 0l (gleso (slavdas i (A
Saw) Gl 23 slagusd (ae slapliws |l
S puddespaS wlin e SaS o (e g (iS5
o8 29l i ol Lo el e L
Ao ol e Jlie (s asiloaals iislas ao Ll
5 Whalsz g (uasi slawgz g ple ashs oy |l
O slagebaS el sas cius Goasad slaSaw
A Sley ol iong 2l) wilsai s ;e (59 4
23095l 5l GSo b ame (ol Olma oyl g Syo0 £V
S (0 gua3) (N Ao S 00) wilo e O o i
ol so el jl (saal a8uls) 0S5 ol sl sl



BYVA0byel 0hgs Lol hasdl £15 50 Ohas blis:V joguas
Figure 7: Lions courtyard in Alhambra Palace, Spain, Nasserite
period, 779 AH
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Figure 9: Pottery bowl, No. 63031, Madrid Archaeological Museum,

dated 364324- AH), produced by Medina Al-Zahra during the

Umayvyad caliphate. Image source: http://islamicart.museumwnf.
org/database_item.php?id=object;ISL;es;Mus01;2;en
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Figure 8: Pottery bowl, No. 63043, Archaeological Museum of Madrid,
366324- AH. Produced in Medina Al-Zahra during the Umayyad
caliphate. Image source: (Dodds, 1992, 232)
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Figure 12: A piece of cloth containing the phrase «Prayer for the
Caliph», known as «Hisham Hijab» (No. 292, Academy of Madrid,
History (336339- AH)). Image source: (Dodds, 1992, 225)
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fifteenth centuries). Image source: https://www.metmuseum.org/art/
collection/search/447048
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Figure 13: Image of royal symbols (incense player and perfumer,

hand fan) on Moghireh jewelry box, No. 4068, Louvre Museum, date
357 AH. Image source: (Dodds, 1992, 197
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- L.P. Harvey (2005), Muslims in Spain, 1500 to 1614, The University of Chicago Press.

Vo ¢)liaayls

g8 Jle ool dusunio ale doliliad

Ferdow

s-honor-Journal of Arts

Ferdows Institute of higher Education

Yo




ey olads
VFee 0ltasls

cidigi

aad (ol 4o g ab oy Sio bz ge Olos (ol g aslaiunin ol e 38 10 (29)S 4S5 000 Llg 5 50 (el)S el
wa Jbhall s sslall g 2ig) any s al

acalyo bledae L8y nian ol oo @) Gaaileyd b (lilel e sl 51 Suyag) coaSiin (050 3 Jlw jo Llewl. v
(FE P52 abob ol poc (aam)

Qbmwmggplpr@bg‘wlcmw@mwbl 5L Suw bladus ;b @)lejg.\“
(L.P.Harvey,2005:55 5y coleMbl (gly) cowl ai8)S g0 60V 194 1 F (gle Il (o ashie (1l §]
OPYA0lens) diie g aSia el BTOLS 2S5 oMl jo adgl ozl b olial gl £

s 0olo ae @ aSly e a sl bl s aueS o LesS ol alge (650 cowy b ol lail o wlyalge coas o
JUte sl cclanaly pglas ool 4 35 Ml jl Gy o (7AV VA Yo igals () 000 pg e oMl 5l iy slausS
olisalgz loysw@slic (Talos jlecaSibade o (udailxid jl Gunss eolie b yuai oy wge aSeal x )l o
las a0l o Lioliiwy aSe an ]y itawd sl ,Suo g Lesligasw )] yalgs guiiS o)Ll il ol jyiws adgaSogs
(A=59 o ¥ g VAV caiai® l) 35 (6655

lagyinz bl o ciwlad )eSileel sl i osal ol Wbga sblunl)o (952l oL Lugiigoo b uguiges. 7
Oguazmo 52l 009 (293 O § 992 elad 8y g By oo Lo gl Liviang g sl e (g aslol> g oo se
(A AR YA i s o) el Cagei ol (i ol oo

oy i @b aaileyd 4 blaluie 5lacdg 8)90 )0 ¢ 5z A i jo aSogu LacgSig olisl 51 Syjoag, . Y
D)o Cawa S

STl Gzl T olg 50 aS vl bl Cdle 3 6y oling g0 o colas (10,30, S,0 5l L Se aS ve i e yelolu. A
Jooasd adgi(gyin ,UT o "olhlw’ s ¢y siman (Dodds, 1992, 276,370,391) el ¢lygo (1l jo sasi ool (5
arald sl (e (8 Lol i itdang e A1), 7o0) Guw S 69y 10 Jbie sl il asdy IS0 (Slghd o e o
oy Olhalan sl G T 40S 3ab painse il (sl coloasis ae’ (e po Olgy (bl (o sl aS
(WEYAE) (g8 ¢ acamo y aill g Lao Ol y ioles  (WY-1YAS7 0dgie) Cowgn (1o dglo ol Oy o sl
ol slnld lalew (1 SJ 0SS Lo 5)S a9 (1l (59, 0 (OULw) 5l 45 (65T 10,3500 31 S0 aulis .l oo i dgs
(g 555 ol 50 1Lao 03,5 Ll sl 411,050)

099y8 e ivjomel dusnfo cole doliliad
Ferdows-honor-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

)



