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Abstract:

Iranian rug has been manifested with artistic and visual language as a representation
of visual and symbolic elements. Presence of symbolic concepts in the form of visual
elements in the Iranian rug is rooted in Iranian-Islamic culture, including the prominent
manifestations of Sheikh Safi rug belonging to the Safavid era. During this period, a
number of exquisite rugs in the history of Iranian rug weaving have been woven such
as Sheikh Safi Ardebili rug, which was one of the examples of bergamot rugs. This rug
is one of the valuable rugs of Safavid history and belongs to the northwest of Iran. This
artistic masterpiece like other expensive Safavid art works (especially rug weaving) is a
clear representation of the ideological, intellectual and spiritual situations of that time in
addition to its artistic and aesthetic value. Symbolic designs and motifs have been used
in this rug that express the values, messages, and valuable meanings of the Safavid era.
Sheikh Safi Ardebili rug was one of the important documents in the history of Iranian-
Islamic culture and art, since the existence of symbolic visual motifs used in this rug with
deep mental and intellectual support indicates the thinking and way of life of the people of
the Safavid era as one of the brilliant periods of Iranian art. This rug can be considered
as one of the prominent examples of using visual and symbolic elements in Iranian rug
waving art. This exquisite work is a valuable collection of motifs with Iranian-Islamic
concepts. In order to percept the symbolic concepts used in Iranian-Islamic arts, especially
Iranian rugs, a visual reading of the visual elements of one of the two samples of Sheikh
Safi Ardebili rugs (the sample in the Los Angeles City Museum) has been performed in
this research. In this regard, due to the reference and artistic source of the motifs and
visual elements of this rug, it has been tried to find out the original concepts of Iranian-
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Islamic art by studying these motifs and the basic
concepts behind their formation.

Goals: The goal of this research was to identify
and introduce the visual elements and motifs of
Iranian-Islamic rugs according to the existing
artistic masterpieces and to clarify their symbolic
concepts that reveal the basis of Islamic-Iranian
visual art. In this research, by examining the
valuable sample of Sheikh Safi rug in the Los
Angeles Museum from the Safavid era, it has been
tried to introduce and study the visual elements
of the motifs of this rug. In this way, we can
recognize the deep intellectual support of the
Iranian rug motifs that have appeared in the form
of symbolic motifs.

Questions: In line with this research, the following
questions have been raised: to what extent has
Iranian rug, as one of the artistic forms, conveyed
Iranian-Islamic symbolic elements and motifs?
What are the foundations of the visual and
symbolic features of Sheikh Safi rug motifs?
Research Method: This research is a historical
research in terms of time and it is descriptive-
analytical in terms of purpose. The method of
collecting information is documentary.
Conclusion: The results showed that the growth,
creativity and creation of golden examples of art
works in the Safavid era, which was also the
peak of Iranian rug weaving, was due to social,
religious conditions and innovative views in the
field of art. Presence of artistic masterpieces
in various fields, including the rug itself, has
testified the rise of the arts in this period. Sheikh
Safi rug has a flexible and bergamot design and
the structure of the text and margins, which is
manifested with a coherent structure of visual
elements along with the symbolic concept of the
garden of eternal paradise and a manifestation
of unity in multiplicity. By studying the symbolic
concepts of Sheikh Safi rug motifs and their
combinations way in a structure that is based on
the concept of paradise gardens in Islam, it can
be found that the selection of patterns and visual
elements used in this rug is conscious and in line
with cultural infrastructure and a Safavid ritual.
The structure of this rug is derived from the
concept of Minoan paradise and Iranian-Islamic
Minoan garden, because the motifs of [ranian rugs
indicate a transcendental world. The use of motifs
with aesthetic dimensions in the appearance

and structure of the rug along with special
and symbolic concepts are among the features
of this exquisite rug. In such a way that visual
elements including elastic, bergamot and central
sun or the same bergamot and candlestick are
manifested in a coherent combination with their
symbolic semantic load. The unique structure of
the designs in this rug can be considered as the
composition and unity of the designs around the
axis of the bergamot, which can be achieved by
using balance and bergamot maps (bergamot,
elastics, and margins) in combination with other
elements. The Islamic patterns movement along
with the motifs of Laleh Abbasi has created a
single combination around the axis of the central
bergamot with a chandelier, which is a clear
manifestation of unity in the multiplicity and
garden of Iranian-Islamic art. The structure of the
rug is visible with flowers, buds, leaves and stems
as khatai motifs along with a spiral structure
moving in combination with the margins that
depict the uniqueness of God and express the
concept of unity in plurality. Presence of a pair
of chandeliers in this rug is another prominent
feature of this work because chandelier motif is
rooted in the importance of the concept of light
in Iranian-Islamic art. The chandelier can be
considered as a symbol of a means that passes
the material light through the knots and heavenly
patterns, so that what is seen is more similar to
spiritual light. In examining the visual elements,
the proportionate of the patterns in combination
with the brilliant color scheme is more visible. In
this rug, the design and color in a harmonious
combination with each other and with a suitable
arrangement in each part have caused the eyes to
rotate throughout the work and have appeared to
convey a single concept.

Keywords: rug, Sheikh Safi, Safavid, symbolic
designs.
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Ardabil Carpet

Magsud Kashani

Iran, possibly Tabriz, Islamic; Safavid, dated 153940- (A.H. 946)
Textiles; carpets

Wool knotted pile on silk plain weave foundation

283 x 157 12/ in. (718.82 x 400.05 cm)

Gift of J. Paul Getty (53.50.2)
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Image 1: Sheikh Safi rug, Los Angeles Museum, (946 AH / 1539 AD), central medallion and

corner design with 16 stigmas and chandeliers
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Image 2:Sheikh Safi rug, Victoria Albert Museum, London, centra
medallion and corner design

099y8 e ivjomel dusnfo cole doliliad
Ferdows-honor-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

ad

@ Ohol e Ul o Jolculw.ceal gl gbgew
Laal (108 5l a5 g0y 090 wase dsg i (laSls ol
5oy Jleisl g Ciwlogiola ekl Llgl o goai
ovE) Guihla olus ades Jise wcwl soi aislw
i Jlaislg el 8,5 ¥dooosos (gl 4y 8yl (1OVA
i b 0285 b o e i ;SIS 00
el 30 S aS cal e (6550 S o b iye
50, S abloll) (65510 auiygs (SWb dadn aAJUS aopili
85 nlim) ..yl k8 (ogac jomay Joaidiss Sy

(Ll

10 fad B sl Shag
G s JB (g2 i sl Sl sg > g azsgib
b c8b g aiss csS (lgle dagie g0 il
ol 5 Juelorel slis cosSi (hoa o iyl ole
9 Olobb aSgmsar wiloas s diS gse Ciwlegs
Ollss lo 5 3480 Gobb 5o (@eisS e VSaish
age ulohb o OLLIE (shas cogls bl o g aileliy
agad do Olao (W APYE O Lusl) diwy sel dughe
S o '5_3)13 ©hlo aS asg00 (lgo jl easle 8l B
B Lol (it 5 20l wiloagy Hloga)l 5
i GJB .l b0 g G i B 4y CBgye0 L)
45 009 ;5003 o Gl ing agad jl o)l e



s (6o 1T/ (3.0 969) udsdl yud 0)50 (580 i G pguns
a8 g0 9 NSV Lig5Sye
image 4: Sheikh Safi rug, Los Angeles Museum (946 AH / 1539 AD),
Central medallion with 16 stigmas and two chandeliers

5108 T8 5 3y oy o8 el ol i
daal (il hals 5l aS lawaS Ho ,S00 o)k 5l .ol
Dodise hudre (6) L) plal pre an i oolol el
gylinl csbld b Lo )8 S a0 ailens uge
Whoso cogSe Ll bl slaging 4l S
Loguaie ols s olpl e Jlads 40 0lsise |y
41850 lais 43 lygo L‘jgd)& g0 350 A4S jy 4
Shean Gy 8 et (938 a0 based cwlegi sl e
zhb 55 B0l a5 0e 5 goolsaplis adlle
S obbl s diz aamlas s g ssg sl sl g
aS o)l la g8 el Geaoaslas llusgle .ol
08 eSS Jols wilsacis ax8l ol SleSe (lig0 50
GleolS)IS 5,5 e 0 ol Jleisla ¢plplo e
i JBLOVARAF b L) el aidls sz g 8L iy
ot o slato sy Jonmg s 5 ] i
Jopiiclagnd la Siug 4 ,bla )b wlawsls ¢l
59y Cxal rolaise S g sogas o)Ll (ol wope Jlos
ity 50 Lol i 45 ol iy b i Vo logas Leli

.

M2 A NS A S S L R R S W S AT A ST

Ay Ay A R N ALy Ay Ay N Ay P A ALY TR

LW BT

GRS LR NS MR RS MRS LR

Va
L S Lt

AL Ty Ry IR A Ky Ly Ny Ky Ay Iy
5 @L’ 6oV O/ (8.0 9F9) =T 850500 [ GB:W o
ERSRT;

Image 3: Sheikh Safi rug, Los Angeles Museum, (946 AH / 1539 AD),

Design and Linear Analysis
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Image 5: Sheikh Safi rug, Los Angeles Museum, (946 AH / 1539 AD),
text structure consisting of Khatai circle with Shah Abbasi flower
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image 6: Sheikh Safi rug, Los Angeles Museum, (946 AH / 1539 AD), a quarter of the carpet: linear analysis image and color analysis image
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image 8: Sheikh Safi rug, Los Angeles Museum, (946 AH / 1539 AD),
stigma attached to the medallion and corner of the rug
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image7: Sheikh Safi rug, Los Angeles Museum, (946 AH / 1539 AD),
Central medallion with Islimi Tour
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image 9: Sheikh Safi rug, Los Angeles Museum, (946 AH / 1539 AD),
the text of Shah Abbasi Khatayi rug and Gol with a lamp
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image 10: Sheikh Safi rug, Los Angeles Museum (946 AH / 1539 AD),
lamp attached to the central medallion
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image 11: Sheikh Safi rug, Los Angeles Museum (946 AH / 1539 AD), border
with Islimi and Khatai
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imagel3: Sheikh Safi rug, Los Angeles Museum, (946 AH / 1539
AD), color analysis
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image 12: Sheikh Safi rug, Los Angeles Museum (946 AH / 1539
AD), rug Inscription
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