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The Women in Mirror Image of
Persian Novels

The Comparison of the Role of

Women in Three Persian Novels

(“ will Turn off the Lights, Don’t Worry and
Bibi Shahrzad)

Hosein khosravi®, mojgan keyvani?

Abstract

Women and their problems are important
topics in today’s society. The aim of this
study is considering women’s views towards
their position in Iran. The importance of the
study is recognizing the role of women in
contemporary era by reflecting their own
views. This research examines three famous
Persian Novels; “I will turn off the lights” by
Zoya Pirzad (2001), “Bibi Shahrzad” by Shiva
Arastouei (2004) and “Don’t worry” by
Mahsa Mohebadi (2008). Data is analyzed
qualitatively. Among these three women
novelists, Zoya Pirzad depicted women’s role
in the 1960s and showed that in the decade
Persian women began to achieve their identity
and individualism; they figured out that they
should pay attention to their needs and wants.
They started to regain their abused rights in
private and public domain. Shiva Arastouel in
“Bibi Shahrzad” highlighted the patriarchal
role in lranian contemporary history. She
generdized this fact to the whole history of
Iran through historical and symbolic methods.
Mahsa Mohebali in “Don’t worry” portrayed
some socia disorders common in the present
century; issues such as addiction, acoholism,
fashion and consumerism.

Keywords: Women Novelists, Female
Characters, Social role of Women, Patriarchy.
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