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Abstract

Contrary to past approaches to texts often
referred to as "text" or "text authors," from
today's literary critique approaches are attention
to "text reader" and discussion of the reader's
role in meaning to the text. These categories of
theories suggest that the text does not have a
stable meaning, but the meanings of the product
of the reader's creativity. One of the most
important contemporary schools of thought that
refers to the importance of the reader's role in
perceiving and receiving meaning, but also in the
creation of the meaning of the text, is the theory
of "Aesthetic of Reception”", known as Hans
Robert Jauss and Wolfgang Iser. The general
conception of the historical transformation of
literary theories is that the importance of the
reader's position in shaping the meaning of the
text, and the role of the reader in the meaning of
the text and the problems surrounding the
perception of meaning, is the theoretical
achievement of the recent centuries in the West.
However, the accuracy and revising of some of
the past rhetorical texts suggests theoretical
reflections and some of Islamic thinkers and
rhetoric's views on the importance of the reader
and his role in creating the meaning of the text.
The present study addresses the reflections of
three rhetoric and literary critics of the Islamic
world on the relation between text and reader and
the reader's position and importance in
determining the meaning of the text.

Keywords: Aesthetic of Reception, Islamic
Criticism and Rhetoric, reader.
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0. The way in which a literary work, at the

historical moment of its appearance, satisfies,
surpasses, disappoints, or refutes the expectations

of its first audience obviously provides a criterion
for the determination of its aesthetic value. The
distance between the horizon of expectations and
the work, between the familiarity of previous
aesthetic experience and the "horizonal change”
demanded by the reception of the new work,
determines the artistic character of a literary work,
according to an aesthetics of reception to the degree
that this distance decreases, and no turn toward the

horizon of yet-unknown experience is demanded of
the receiving consciousness, the closer the work
comes to the sphere of “culinary” or entertainment
art (Jauss 1982: 49)
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