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ABSTRACT

The present article studies the emergence of the child subject in the Qajar period and
theoretically it is based on an interdisciplinary approach to technological studies. With
regard to collecting first-hand data, we used the "index paradigm” or "thinking with cases"
technique (scrutiny of extra-textual details) whereas for the data analysis, we applied the
"thinking the way of thinking" technique (metaphorical analysis). The article is based on
the fact that photography technology during the Qajar had been used as a cognitive model
to describe the child and how he acquires the knowledge. The child is understood as a
flexible and receptive category that records or captures their own perceptions (sensations)
and hearings (movements). Seeing the child is passive and hence supervised object, and
power (in the sense of fertility and the productivity of subjects) is exercised through
photographic epistemology. Supervision means taking care of and controlling everything
in the presence of the child; because the presence or "being in front of something” has
found a theoretical meaning for children, that is, "impressionability" or imagery. The child
records everything before him, like an automatic camera. The article traces the exercise of
power through photographic epistemology in places where children are present (home,
alleys, library and schools).
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INTRODUCTION

The history of ideas during the Qajar has been generally written from the
perspective of new ideas prevalent among intellectuals and with dichotomies such
as tradition/modernity, and ancient thoughts/new thoughts. This kind of
subjectivist historiography neglects the most important aspects of contemporary
history, namely the eruption of new technologies and their presence in everyday life.
Subjective historiographies make an absolute distinction between the “pure human
realm" and the "pure technological realm" by ignoring or suppressing artifacts and
technologies. Therefore, they create a dichotomy between culture and technology
based on the key premise of “technology free from culture” and “culture free from
technology”. Thoughts (cultures) became abstract in the form of opinions in the
"human brain“ or "above history". Technologies are also being deculturalized and
turned into simple tools that's satisfy human desires.

The distinction between culture and technologies leads to a problematic impasse
in contemporary historiography, which Monica Ringer calls the "dilemma of
modernization” ie. "the tendency to embrace the elements of technology and
modern institutions, meanwhile, preserving Iranian cultural and religious
traditions” (Ringer, 2002, 24). Such a "dilemma" seems to arise from only three
theoretical assumptions: 1) Separation of culture (ideas) from material life, 2)
Neutrality of technologies, and 3) Abstraction of both culture (ideas) and
technologies. But if we return ideas to the material life of human beings, we can
avoid these abstract presuppositions and consider culture (ideas) interwoven with
materiality and lived in everyday life. In the present study, we focus on the
introduction of a technology (i.e., photographic technology) that how it has been
able to successfully create a "system of thought", and the source of new changes and
transformations.

PURPOSE

Our focus, in the present study, is on modeling or metaphorizing photography
technology for children and explaining how their knowledge is acquired. That there
is a relationship between the way photography technology works and the way
children acquire knowledge. Contrary to the views of some subjectivist historians
on the "existence of a contradictory and fragmented perception” of childhood in the
Qajar era or the new child "as part of the demands of constitutionalists"
(Rahmanian and Hatami, 2014, 61), we show that: 1) The new subject of the child
has a technological (material) basis, 2) Photographic epistemology on child
knowledge acquiring process was more prevalent in a coherent rather than
contradictory way. 3) Photographic epistemology has been the source of new
material changes and the application of discipline and surveillance to children.



METHODOLOGY

The present study has an interdisciplinary approach due to the nature and subject
matter and uses first-hand historical documents. The studied historical era is from
the Nasiri era in 1227 AH to the fall of Qajar in 1344 AH. In the data collection, we
used the “index-paradigm” technique of Carlo Ginsburg. The approach is based on
“thinking with cases" (Magnusson and Szijart6, 2014, 17). On the other hand, we
pursue metaphors as a way of "thinking to the way of thinking" in historical data.
Metaphors help us understand the type of reasoning and interpretation of texts
from the child.

FINDINGS

Photographic epistemology in the Qajar era has understood "seeing” (in a broader
sense) as a process of acquiring knowledge and cognition through the senses (five
senses), the movables (spoken and written traditions left by ancestors) and the
representation of their forms in mind.

Seeing of human beings has become passive, receptive, neutral, "objective” and a
recorder of events. The photographic neutral, passive and receptive subject has
created its own descent, a simple sensitive, flexible and receptive tabula for children
to record what they see or hear. By calling it passive, seeing is considered innocent
and hence, the burden of responsibility for the images obtained by adults has been
removed from them, and on the other hand, the burden of responsibility for the
images obtained by children is placed on them: Seeing the child is an object of
surveillance, and power as "conduct of conduct” (Foucault, 2008, 186) exercised
through photographic epistemology.

Photographic epistemology has primarily applied self-discipline to all those who
are with children. First, it has made the role of mother as "the first teacher and the
first school" and wants to educate the mothers themselves. The child has become a
“precious trust” in the hands of the parents who cause "community misery" with a
lack of discipline.

Discipline has been taken to see children in the streets and next to their
playmates by selecting playmates and restricting children's games to closed and
surveillance environments.

Photographic epistemology, by creating a uniform and homogeneous perception
of children and the way they learn, made possible a standard way of educating
children that was against the decentralized and heterogeneous structure of
traditional school. Therefore, in order to eliminate the "images" or "bad teachings"
of these libraries, including "textbooks and educational materials” and the school-
keepers themselves.

Interdisciplinary .
Studies in the Humanities

Abstract




. Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanities

Volume 13
Issue 4
Autumn 2021

With the establishment of new schools, photographic epistemology for the
complete control of children's seeing with care such as; classroom etiquette,
degrading disciplinary punishment, monitoring children's movements between
school and home, and creating self-control through "record books" of what the child
saw and heard during the day.

CONCLUSION

In contemporary Qajar studies, due to the predominance of idealistic approaches,
material and technological aspects of changes of this era have been ignored and in
contrast, ideas and personalities have been given importance. By focusing on the
photographic technology in this era, we showed how ideas are intertwined with
materiality (technologies). Photographic machine is a "cultural instrument” (Thde,
1993, 33) and a non-neutral technology that is used as an epistemological (thought)
model to explain the child and how he learns, and by applying discipline and power,
produced the child’s subject and hence became the source of material change.

NOVELTY

In the present study, first we introduce a materialist approach to the history of ideas
in Qajar studies, and then, we systematically show the emergence of the child
subject through photographic technology.
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