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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In recent years, Iranian women have
played a major role in various educational,
cultural and social fields of the country. It
is clear to say that the active participation
of women in education and teaching has
been very significant. In this regard, it is
obvious that in order to improve teaching in
an efficient and effective way, the teaching
profession needs knowledge that changes
the performance of teachers. In fact,
teachers must have different knowledge
and skills to create and maintain useful
learning environments that pave the way for
achieving predetermined goals. Elbas
(1983) argued that "the only factor that
seems to have the greatest power to
advance our understanding of the role of
teachers is the knowledge base of teachers™
(5). Conceptualizing teacher knowledge is
a complex issue that requires understanding
of some basic phenomena such as the
teaching and learning process, the concept
of knowledge and also how teachers'
knowledge is translated into practice in the
classroom (6). The subject of the
knowledge base of teachers has been
recognized as a leading field in research in
the field of language teacher education over
the past few years; This is why there is a
growing interest in evaluating the
effectiveness  of  teacher  education
processes and how teachers view the
teacher education programs they have
experienced (18).

Related to the shortcomings observed in
teacher education programs, including in-
service courses, it seems necessary to
reconsider the conceptualization of the
knowledge base of these courses and take a
completely different perspective on what
teachers do in the classroom. and how to
learn teaching-related activities. In fact,
many traditional language teacher
education systems tend to transfer
approaches in which a set of predetermined
knowledge is transferred from teacher to
teacher. Regarding the importance of the
knowledge base provided in in-service

teacher education courses, it is necessary to
review these programs to find their
effectiveness. To this end, this study mainly
seeks to examine the effectiveness of the
knowledge base provided in such programs
based on the perspective of female English
teachers. The views of experienced and
novice teachers are also compared.

Methods

This study was qualitative research using
causal-comparative technique. The Knowledge
Base Effectiveness Questionnaire (KBEQ)
designed by Jadidi and Bagheri (2014) was
used (8). Content validity and reliability were
used as sources of evidence to support the
validity of the questionnaire. Participants were
160 female in-service English teachers who
were selected through purposive sampling.
Participants were asked to indicate the
effectiveness of the knowledge areas
introduced in the questionnaire for language
teaching.

Findings

The above-mentioned questionnaire was
also administered to 160 in-service
practicing teachers in order to decide on
their perceptions over the effectiveness of
the knowledge base areas included in the
questionnaire. It was actually intended to
determine to what extent each knowledge
base area is perceived to be helpful and
effective while teaching practically. In so
doing, the mean scores calculated for each
knowledge base area were also taken into
account. In fact, checking the results
obtained through descriptive statistics, one
can detect that in-service teacher
considered “post-method indicators’® of
knowledge areas highly useful for
practicing teachers. In addition, almost all
knowledge areas which are related to
teachers’ contextual sensitivity and
functioning were noticeably considered
useful from the perspective of in-service
teachers.

Multivariate analysis of variance was
used to see if novice and experienced
Iranian EFL practicing teachers have
different perspectives about the
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effectiveness of the knowledge base
covered during in-service teacher education
programs. The results indicated that novice
and experienced teachers have significantly
different attitudes toward the effectiveness
of the knowledge base areas. Considering
the descriptive statistics, one can infer that
novice and experienced teachers are more
different in terms of the knowledge areas
that constitute the current concerns in the
field rather than traditional knowledge base
which are over-emphasized in monologic
teacher education programs.

Discussion

The results of this study show that a
transmission model is needed as a way to
exercise current concerns such as post-
method pedagogy which requires a
reformation of the nature of teachers and
teacher educators’ roles. Baniasad-Azad,
Tavakoli, and Ketabi (2016) examined the
nature of EFL teacher education programs
regarding implementation, practicality, and
approach to teacher learning. The findings
showed the transmission orientation of the
programs. It was found that a pre-specified
body of teaching knowledge is transferred
from the trainers to the teachers. Teachers’
creativity,  prior  knowledge, and
experience, the role of teaching context,
and the population of learners were not
considered in program development.

The difference between the views of
novice and experienced female teachers on
the effectiveness of basic knowledge areas
of in-service teacher training courses, can
be related to the important role of
experience. Yazdanpanah and Sahragard
(2018) reported that teachers with
experience in Iranian English language
have higher levels of professional
knowledge, language knowledge, language
skills knowledge and higher components
than novice Iranian teachers. But there is no
significant difference between experienced
and novice teachers in terms of language
teaching  knowledge, knowledge of
teaching methods and language learning
knowledge (17).

Conclusion

Investigating the obtained results, is
unlikely to think that teacher education
programs in Iran can produce autonomous
and critical teachers who are equipped with
the knowledge base to face the context-
specific teaching challenges. In fact,
teacher education in Iran still follows
transmission-approaches in which a set of
pre-determined and pre-sequenced body of
knowledge is transmitted from teacher
educators to teachers. Therefore, it is vital
to have teacher education programs that are
dialogically constructed by participants
who think and act critically.

The findings also confirmed that
actual experience can noticeably affect
teachers’ recognition of the importance of
context-sensitive issues in determining
their teaching success. More experienced
teachers found issues such as post-method,
research skills and teacher awareness more
effective in practical teaching.
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