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Abstract

The aim of this study was to identify the components of Tehran high
school principals’ decision-making. The methodology of this research was
exploratory mixed method. The statistical population for the qualitative
phase were principals of high schools in Tehran and the experienced
directors in Education Ministry’s central office. Twelve of samples were
selected on purposive sampling based on the theories in the literature,
while the statistical population for the quantitative phase were principals
of high schools in Tehran. A total of 249 samples were selected out of the
population based on the multi-phase cluster sampling method. The
instrument for data collection in the qualitative phase of the study was
semi-structured interview. The validity and reliability of the interviews
were measured. Using the test-retest method, the reliability of the
interviews was stood at 0.78 and the inter-coder reliability was estimated
to be 0.80. In the quantitative phase, the conceptual model, that had been
designed in the qualitative phase, was tested using a researcher-made
questionnaire. The reliability of the instrument was checked and
confirmed by Cronbach’s alpha. It was proved to be 0.625. To analyze the
data in the qualitative part, Grounded theory (open, axial and selective
coding) was used. To analyze the quantitative data, one-sample t-test,
Pearson correlation coefficient and confirmatory factor analysis were
used. Eight components (knowledge, experience and expertise, ethics,
psychological, social, humanitarian, technical and economic factors) were
identified to contribute to decision-making of the principals. There was a
significant correlation between the components of the secondary school
principles’ decision-making. Examining the fit pattern of principals’
decision-making components showed that all the items had a suitable
factor load on their latent variable and the factor loads were significant at
the level of 0.01with respect to the t-score.
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