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: Abstract

: The purpose of this study was to identify the specific components and
: characteristics of women entrepreneurship education based on the I1LO standards
¢ in Iran. The research method was applied in terms of purpose and qualitative-
¢ content analysis in terms of method. The statistical population of the study
. consisted of University professors, administrators and educational experts with
: sufficient and successful experience of the Ministry of Cooperatives, Labor and
: Social Welfare, 20 people from this statistical community were selected for the
: research sample. Sampling in this study was done by snowball method and
¢ continued until theoretical saturation. Therefore, interviews with experts ceased
: after 20 interviews. In the qualitative part, to determine validity, based on eight
. strategies of Creswell (2007) and to examine the reliability, the method of intra-
: subject agreement of two coders (Wall, 2007) was used. The data obtained from
. the interviews were analyzed using open and axial approach coding and for this
: purpose MAXQDA 2018 software was used. The results showed that women
: entrepreneurship education according to the standards of the International Labor
: Organization including the components of "Prerequisites for Women
: Entrepreneurship  Education”, "Patterns of Women Entrepreneurship
¢ Education", "Characteristics of \Women Entrepreneurship Education",
: "Individual Characteristics of Women for Entrepreneurship Education",
: "Cultural Components" And "legal components".
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:
Women'’s participation and presence as well as

the role they play within the economic
structures is considered to be one of indicators
of national economy renovation and social
development. According to the data collected
from 108 countries, percentage of women at
senior management level of companies has
increased over the past 20 years. Whereas, the
economic participation of Iranian women is still
far from 20% (Momayez, Ghasemi, &
Ghasemi, 2013); therefore, we need to expand
ground for women’s participation in
collaboration with the concerned departments
in various social, economic, cultural and
political domains in order to take advantage of
all existing capacities towards national
development. In  emerging  businesses,
education is a key principle because potentially
non-entrepreneurs are creatively trained
through a systematic, informed and goal-
oriented process. Experimental studies reveal
that entrepreneurship can be taught or, at least
through education, it can be further developed
(Gorman, Hanlon & King, 1997).

Context:
The present research could be the first step

towards designing women’s entrepreneurial
education based on the ILO standards. Such
model can be a basis that sets the platform for
women’s entrepreneurship and their social
participation.

Goal:
The goal of this study is to answer the question

of what are the components of entrepreneurship
education in Iran? And what is the structure of
the relationship between the dimensions of
women's entrepreneurship education model?

Method:
This is an applied research, performed on

quality-content analysis basis. The statistical
population of the research is university
professors, managers and education experts of
the Ministry of Cooperatives, Labour and
Social Welfare, out of which 20 persons were

selected on snowball sampling basis. To do this,
open questionnaire and in-depth interview were
used as research tools. To study the
reliability and validity in qualitative inquiry,
eight Cresol strategies were applied and to
replace the reliability, the intra-subject
variability method of two Wall codes were
used. Interview data were analyzed by open and
axial approach coding using MAXQDA 2018
software.

Findings:

In open coding process, 398 concepts were
identified for 42 open codes with an acceptable
frequency based on the ILO standards for
women’s entrepreneurship education and
through axial coding process, these 42 concepts
were categorized under the following six
categories: education prerequisites (146
concepts), education patterns (53 concepts),
education  characteristics (55 concepts),
individual characteristics for education (86
concepts), cultural components (39 concepts),
legal components (19 concepts). Finally, upon
analysis  of the findings, women’s
entrepreneurship  education model  was
presented based on the ILO standards.

Results:
One of the effective dimensions identified in

the women’s entrepreneurship education is
“education prerequisites”, which need to be
predicted by all organizations and institutions
based on their mission on a purposeful basis.
The other dimension is " education methods",
which shows that considering the age and
environmental conditions, a combination of
such methods is more effective for women
entrepreneurship education. Another dimension
is the "characteristics of education”, indicating
that it is necessary to design each and every
entrepreneurship  education programs for
women with specific goals. “Women’s
individual characteristics” show that the mere
motivation and interest cannot guarantee
success, but the person needs to complete
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required education in order to have the least
qualifications and traits from personality point
of view. The “cultural factors” show that
cultural observations of every region is of
paramount importance for designing women’s
entrepreneurship education, since there are
special customs and beliefs in certain regions

that could create unpredictable challenges.
“Legal factors” is another dimension that is
effective on women’s entrepreneurship
education, which emphasizes the need to draw
up and formulate proper laws based on the
culture and social requirements.
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