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Abstract

Nahj-ul-Balaghah is one of the Shi’a hadith books,
which has drawn the attention of the Muslim scholars
ever since it was compiled. However, due to some
certain allegations made by the opponents, along with
some isnad-oriented and textual deficiencies, some
have questioned the attribution. The present study
attempts to examine the attribution of Nahj-ul-
Balaghah to Imam Ali, the Commander of the
Faithful, by explaining the validation methods based
on the three axes of isnad, source, and text. To do so,
having applied a critical method, this article studies
the past methods and having evaluated them, presents
novel approaches. The results achieved from this study
show that the retrieval of the isnads of the sayings
contained in Nahj-ul-Balaghah, as well as the
recognition of its source, compiler, stylistics, and the
exaltedness of its content constitute the five methods
that altogether would prove the validity of Nahj-ul-
Balaghah and authenticate the legitimacy of its
attribution to Imam Ali, the Commander of the
Faithful. In the meantime, the two methods of retrieval
of the isnads of [the sayings contained in] Nahj-ul-
Balaghah and the Nahj-ul-Balaghah’s stylistics are
more dependable from the validity recognition
perspective and have less limitations as to ascertaining
the Nahj-ul-Balaghah’s validity.

Keywords: Methodology, Attribution of Nahj-ul-
Balaghah, Authenticity of Nahj-ul-Balaghah, Validity
of Nahj-ul-Balaghah.
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