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Abstract

Abu al-Mufaddal Sheibani (d. YAY AH/ YYY CE) is one of the prolific narrators
who has numerous narrations in the sources of hadith and theology of Islamic sects
and even a group of great scholars praise him for being a memorizer [hafiz].
However, he sometimes interfered and made non-committal interventions in the
narrating narrations and documents, and a group of early rijalis [biographical
evaluation specialists], such as a large number~of Najashi’s teachers and some Sunni
scholars of the fourth and fifth centuries such as Daraqutni and some students of
Sheobani narration, debilitated him. Amon the Imami scholars such as Ibn Ghazairi
also accuse him of forging documentation. But several scholars in recent centuries
have accused predecessor rijali of being extremist or influenced by Sunni theological
attitudes in undermining. Therefore, the main issue of the article is to find ways to
judge these disputes. The research finding indicates that the critiques of these scholars
on the undermining of their predecessors are incomplete and some historical
distortions of Sheibani can be discovered by historical methods such as discussions
concerning the classes [in bibliographical evaluation] and comparative studies of
sources. Also, Sheibani, like some rival hadithi trends of the Imamia, has sometimes
presented fake documents in support of the religion in retaliation.

Keywords: Abu al-Mufaddal Sheibani, Forging Document, Distortion, Hadithi
Heritage, Rijalian [ =Biographical Evaluation] Approach.
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Abstract

The Accurate Comprehension of Hadith [figh al-hadith] has a high position in the
teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt (A.S); In such a way that understanding a hadith is
considered superior to quoting a thousand hadiths. A glimpse at the history of the
Accurate Comprehension of Hadith [figh al-hadith] shows that the discussion of the
true understanding and purpose of the words of the Infallible from the age of their
presence has been considered and the necessity of relying on sunnah and hadith
required that criteria be created for its correct understanding. It seems from the
narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt (A.S), especially Imam Ridha’s (A.S), that those nobles
sought to teach the principles and correct methods of understanding the hadith to their
followers so that they could benefit from the narrations by using these principles and
the method of correct understanding during their absence and occult to find guidance
from them at any time and under any circumstance. What can be obtained from the
analysis of the narrations of Imam Ridha (A.S) are: methodological types of
understanding the hadith, not opposing to the explicit-definite [nusus] of the Quran,
explaining the denotation of the text, paying attention to misunderstanding and
misinterpretation of the Imam’s hadith, paying attention to the existence of
ambiguous [mutashabih] hadiths and referring to unambiguous [muhkam], paying
attention to the differences in the audience’s understandings, fragmentation of the
hadith, developing the meanings of the words of the hadith, understanding the
meaning of the words, understanding the hadith in the light of the cause of issuance,
paying attention to the phenomenon of forgery and rejecting such hadith attributed to
the Imams.
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