Journal iranian political sociology
Vol. 4, No. 4, Winter2021
http://doi.org/ 10.30510/PS1.2022.239638.1226

The effects of social capital on the socio-political development of Iran after the
Islamic Revolution (Case of study: University community of Tehran)

Mahdi Moradit Received: 18 Aug 2020
Massoud Jafarinezhad? Reception: 10 Jan 2021
Ali Baghaee Sarabi® Ahmad Azin* AliReza Golshani®

The purpose of this paper is to provide a sociological analysis of the effects of social
capital on political development. According to theoretical expectations, “social cap-
ital” reinforces “political development”. To test this theoretical proposition, “social
capital” was broken down into three dimensions: “structural”, “cognitive” and “com-
municative”, which are divided into seven subscales -"networks”, “relationships” and
“cooperation”, “values”, “mutual understanding”, “trust” and “commitment” were
measured. “Political development” was measured by eight subscales with an empha-
sis on political participation. The method of this research is fuzzy Delphi. Data were
collected using a questionnaire containing pairwise comparisons and scoring based on
a five-point Likert scale. According to the results, social capital has different effects
on different dimensions of political development, so that it has a differential effect on
political participation. In particular, relations, cooperation, and social values play a
more decisive role in “political campaigning” than in “political protest.” On the other
hand, any kind of “interference in changing the political structure” is more possible
through “social trust” and “social commitment” than through “social networks”. The
most important point is that political development in the radical sense, which is aimed
at making changes in the political structure, is possible by creating and strengthening
social trust and commitment.

Keywords: social capital, political development, political participation, fuzzy delphi
method.
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