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Abstract

This research is about lexical variation in Khorramabad county of Lorestan
province. The data come from the data gathered for Linguistic Atlas of
Lorestan. The data are categorized as kinship terms, words related to
natural objects, words related to human, animal names, words related to
plants, words related to human-made objects, pronouns, demonstrative —
place adverbs, question words, and numbers. The language varieties of the
villages whose data are analyzed in this research are varieties of Lori and
Laki languages for which the coefficient of variation is calculated and
analyzed separately. We see not only considerable language variation in
Khorramabad, but also many lexical differences in the varieties used in
villages of the county. Findings indicate that in both Lori and Laki, the
category of number has the least coefficient of variation, and the category
of words related to human-made objects has the largest coefficient of

2999

varadion. Tee aaalysis of the aata also shows that wodd frr “aatee™’,
“lagguage”, “rrea””, and “bloo”” aave had the eest varadion in agggaage
varieties whose data have been analyzed in this research, so they can be

considered as the most basic words of those language varieties.

Keywords: Language variety, Coefficient of variation, Lori, Laki, Linguistic
variation, Lorestan.

1. Introduction

In sociolinguistics, dialectology is divided into two main branches,
regional dialectology and social dialectology. The main purpose of
regional dialectology is studying and documenting language varieties of a
particular region, while the purpose of social dialectology is to do the
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same task about the language varieties of social classes. Based on this
categorization, dialects are also divided into "regional dialects” and "social
dialects”. In Iran, attention to the importance of collecting data of the
country's different dialects and the need to prepare an atlas for Iran's
languages and dialects has been known by researchers since several
decades ago. Lorestan is among the provinces that the Research Institute
for Cultural Heritage and Tourism has started collectigg its village’’ aata
to prepare the linguistic atlas of the province as a part of Iran's linguistic
atlas. Based on these data, in this article, lexical variation of the language
varieties of the villages of Khorramabad, the capital of Lorestan province,
is analyzed and explained.

2. Theoretical Framework

Geeraerts et al. (1994: 3-4) have categorized lexical variation into four
categories: "semasiological variation™, "onomasiological variation"”, ""contextual
variation”, and "formal variation". The lexical variation considered in this study
is "formal variation" that is a"... situation that a particular referent or type of
referent may be named by various lexical items, regardless of whether these
represent conceptually different categories or not". In this type of lexical
variation, a specific thing, relationship, or concept may be referred to by
different lexical items. Such variations are seen in all languages and they can
be explained via considering social, historical, geographical, and stylistic
factors.

3. Methodology

The data of this research have been collected in a field work, using a
questionnaire and through face-to-face interviews with the speakers. The
questionnaire included a group of words and sentences. The words and
sentences are selected in a way that different lexical categories of the
language variety in question and its different linguistic structures can be
extracted. During the interviews, the data were recorded with the permission
of the speakers. Then, using the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) the
data is transcribed. Then, the data are categorized, and studied and analyzed
as kinship terms, words related to natural objects, words related to human,
animal names, words related to plants, words related to human-made
objects, pronouns, demonstrative-place adverbs, question words and numbers.

4. Results & Discussions
Investigation of lexical variation in the eight lexical categories of this study
shows that in both Lori and Laki languages, there is no variation in the
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category of number and therefore this category can be considered as the
most fundamental lexical category. Also, the greatest lexical variation, in
both languages, can be seen in the category of "words related to human-
made objects", that can be explained via consideration of the effect of the
geographical environment in which individuals live has on the formation
of those entities. A large part of the words of Lori and Laki language
varieties of Khorramabad county are common. However, some words are
used only in Laki and some only in Lori. As a result, by paying attention to
some words, it is possible to know whether the variety in question is Lori
or Laki. In addition, there may be an implicative relationship between the
use of some words in which phonemes of /z/ and /3/ are used, in a way that
- in a number of words - the use of /z/ can be a sign of the variety being
Lori, and the use of /3/ can be a sign of the variety being Laki (for
example, the use of zeen ‘woaa n’ and tezaa sstoee’ in Lrri 388N wweman’
and teegga ‘stove’ in Lak)). Teese points coffirm taat Laki and Lrri eelong
to two different subbranches of Iranian languages, Northwestern Iranian
and Southwestern Iranian respectively.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

Investigation of lexical variation in the two Iranian languages whose data
were studied in this research shows that although language contact has
affected the language varieties of the region, they have retained a number
of their distinguishing features. Some lexical impacts of Laki on Lori
varieties of Khorramabad county are evident, that is why some lexical
items used in Lori of the region cannot be seen in other varieties of Lori in
other regions of Iran. Among these lexical items, we can mention the use
of the word kalae/ir ‘rooster’ in Lori varieties of the region which seems to
have entered the Lori of the region of Lorestan from the northwestern
Iranian languages through Laki.
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