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3. Early Judaeo-Persian (EJP)
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1. pannam 1zid xudah i kirbakar sad hazar $olama bé xudah rab Nisi Cilag bé
azarmi
2.Abii Sahak, b& garami bradar Sawﬁpardar, be Ishaq u be Mosak, u bé Hartin, bé
3. Xasak, bé x*aharak Xudenak, beé hamagén mardoman i i$ma buzurg u kddak az
man,
4. rabi-g, drod u drustl. agahi i iSma ra nib&sum kii: man u hakim u pairu u
mamzér Sablt
5. drust u nekum. u mardomakan i xana pa nérd 1zid xudah ta imrdz. pas az €n,
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6. agahanum bé brad Sawapardar kii: Niirbak andar Xutan amad, u nama i i¥ma
awurd u yaftum.

7. u bar x*andum an i nibist biid€ hamagen kii iSma pa tan i x&S$ drust u nek

8. hed. ma az dir saxt §26 baseém. u sibasdarT kun€m o pes 1zid xudah.

9. u pas to agah bas kii: ma gospand ayaftum az dihgan saxt azadiha. hidya i

10. farmiio€ biidem is rast. ¢un tib andar burdum. hamandar zaman tib pa an

11. by gardid, u mar cyk’sy ra farmiad ka: “ziad gospand &n suydi bi dih!”

12. u cyksSy u an bad payvastan. bé dihgan x&Sm girift u ¢iz saxwan i bad mardom
13. na girift. ahar mrnd das: Sabli u hakim u do yulam raftan pa kiih

14. SaSum1 mah pa dah sayd. dihgan ra yake yulik u yak kafiz kabar u panj Sag

15. dwgbyk u yak Sag dambir u yak satér biy i ¢in hidya. az mar Syky ra yake

16. parniyan u yake SamsT hidya. ¢€ nek karded! syky cyk’sy i duxtar i dihgan ra
17. (ki...) ryq gr’g nam hast yaké parniyan u do6 gand u do lymcw hidya. yak
panxwan

18. i bar gospand mihtar ra yake lygyn u yakeé gand yaké lymcw hidya. do mrnd
19. ra ka sar Sumar i gospand mihtar bidan yak yak lygyn u yak yak gand u do
lymcw

20. hidya. subanan ra bgdw u gand u lymcw hidya. u Sudan pa koh, bé ntiz gospand
21. be dist ma na rasid. u-padiriftan kii: “gdospand saxt n€k dahém.” u pa nama

22. nibist buode ku: “niz pasiz xVastan pa gospand ,u na dadum. “u na nek karde.
23. agar en nama b¢ iSma rasad, u-duxtar i dihgan bériin namada bag,

24. (har) ¢and pasiz x¥a(had p)a gospand as bi farmay dadan. u ba way beértin aye.
25. ¢i8m u ro$nya(y)1 ham &n duxtar hast dihgan ra. u saxt sib/Bas kun.

26. (aga)r sibas € wa(y) ra kung, €1z gum na buwad. man saxt bisyar nama fréstum
27. (be) iSma. pas na danum kii bé i$ma na rasad. (pa pan)jumi ma pa hazdah sayd,
28. Sabli andar amas. pa bist u panj sayd, do gyng 'k dihgan nazdik i

29. duxtar fréstid. man pa dist i ham an gyng 'k sth nama fristidum

30. beé iSma. har ¢i agahi i Sahr u né Kasyar bid hamagen nibist budum. agaht i

31. Kasyar &n hast kai: tipityan ra pak bi kustan u bgdw bastan. u sibapusi $ud

32. (pa) Kasyar aba pasad mrnd ¢ savar u ¢€ piyada. u sipas i sibapusi

33. ... nb’sy harb ra u salam u xazim ra bayaspan firistid. u man harb ra ¢iz

34. dadum pa maya i sad pitkii pasiz. u andarz kardidum az soy i David ra

35. pisar i NisT u xahar zada i iSma ra, ham harb ra u salam u xuzam ra, ki

36. agar amada bad pa Kasyar, har ¢and xuzena x"ahand, ¢iz baz ma

37. ma daréd. bé &diin Sinidum kit ham David u ham

38. x*ahar zada
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Abstract

This paper deals with a Judeo-Persian letter named Dandan-Uiliq I
(henceforth DU 11); which probably dates back to 9th century C.E. In
addition to its content, DU Il has some important linguistic features, often
absent in Persian texts written in Arabic script. Among them the use of
“ku” as a preposition and the ancient subjunctive mood can be mentioned.
The present paper will present a translation of the letter in addition to a
discussion of its ancient linguistic features with comparison to the Early
New Persian texts (in Perso-Arabic script) and certain early Quran
translations into Persian (especially Qur'an-e Quds). The linguistic features
of this early Judeo-Persian letter will represent a definite stage where the
language is changing from Middle Persian to New Persian (Dari). Since
the evidences related to this stage is relatively rare in the extant texts of
Persian, this letter can undoubtedly be used for a more understanding of
the period of Persian language evolution. The given translation is not the
same as the previous English and Chinese translations and reflects our
understanding of its syntax and morphology.

Keywords: Judeo-Persian, Middle Persian, New Persian, Dandan-Uiliq

1. Introduction

Iranian Jewish communities have not settled only in the borders of Iran
today, but in neighboring countries. Their works, including unwritten as
well as written materials, are not only the best heritages of their presence
but also the mirror of Iranian culture, language and daily matters. Their
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value in a time when the works and materials reflecting the Iranian culture
are not so numerous, and especially regarding the language, when most of
the works are written in Arabic or at least in an official form of the Persian
not reflecting the local changes as well as the process of transmission of
the Middle Persian to the Early New Persian becomes more understandable.
In such an environment and in a multicultural district like the Taklamakan,
two Judeo-Persian letters written by ink on the papers have been found till
now. In addition to their information about the district in the 8th-9th
century C.E., the letters show a kind of local dialect which in companion
with other few documents from this period, can give the researchers of the
Persian language, some samples showing how the Middle Persian have
been transmitted to the Early New Persian.

In Dandan-Uilig, the writer after greetings, starts to count the gifts and
the materials he has sent or has given to some officials there. In the last
part, he advises that they should behave in a friendly manner towards the
daughter of Dihgan and also gives some reports on the war and peace in
Kashgar with Tibetans. The letter is not complete and the end part has
missed.

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of the present paper is based on the common
method of the Judeo-Persian studies and Persian language and literature as
well as the historical linguistics.

3. Methodology

In this paper, by discussing the previous works on DU Il as well as other
EJP related texts, the authors tried to find all the available researches, and
then by processing the information, emended previous researches and in
some cases, they have strengthened and expanded such information. It’s
noteworthy that everywhere they have found some ambiguities, did their
best to make them clear.

4. Results & Discussion

The Judeo-Persian letter of DU Il represents some important linguistic
features, often in the absence of Persian texts written in Arabic script, e.g.
the use of 4iz as a preposition and the ancient subjunctive mood. The letter
has been translated in this paper and its ancient linguistic features have
been discussed with comparison to the Early New Persian texts (in Perso-
Arabic script) and some early Qur'an translations into Persian (especially
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Quran-e Quds). These features represent language transmission from
Middle Persian to New Persian (Dari). The given translation is not the
same as the previous English and Chinese translations and reflects our
understanding of its syntax and morphology.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

The Judeo-Persian letter of DU Il which is written approximately in the
9th century in the oasis of Dandan-Uiliq is the second letter of its kind and
shows the historical, cultural, financial as well as the political and
linguistic environment of the district at the time. From a linguistic point of
view, the letter asserts the previous findings, however, it portrays some
new features as well.
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