Persian Double Object Constructions and Ditransitive
Constructions within Distributed Morphology

Vida Sadrolmamaleki!, Mazdak Anushe?

1. Corresponding Author, Ph.D. of Linguistics, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of
Tehran, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: sadrolmamaleki.vi@ut.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor of Linguistics, Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Literature and Humanities,
University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: mazdakanushe@ut.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received: 2 February 2021
Accepted: 10 May 2021

Keywords:
argument,
introducing head,
conceptual content of root,
ditransitive construction,
double object construction,
interpretive semantics.

The aim of this paper is to study dative and locative alternations in
Persian based on Wood & Marantz (2017) within Distributed
Morphology. We attempt to investigate the extent to which
argument structure alternation can be reduced to the syntactic and
semantic properties of a single head, labeled i*. The notion of
possession transfer in double object construction (DOC) and
locative relation in ditransitive construction (PPC) can be accounted
for by assuming the ability of a verb to occure in DOC and PPC
involves the ability to select D*P and p*P respectively. If i*
combines with DP, it projects D*P and takes a DP specifier. If i*
combines with pP, it projects p*P and introduces a DP specifier.
Semantically i* assigns to the DP specifier the theta-role of
possessor and figure respectively by contextually determined
interpretive rules. Therefore, the interpretation of external arguments
in double object construction and ditransitive construction is derived
from structural environments and the conceptual content of roots.
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