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Urban and rural areas interact with wide flows and linkages. These interactions involve a variety of ge-
ographies that often transcend local and regional administrative boundaries. In addition to the positive
effects, these interactions, flows and links can also have negative effects. Urban and rural management
are not always able to manage these interactions separately for sustainable urban and rural develop-
ment. Rural-urban cooperation and in particular rural-urban partnership is an effective model for re-
sponding to the need to govern these interactions for the welfare and economic development of the
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urban coopera- ent and often complementary assets. In fact, effective rural-urban partnerships using these assets can
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Since no study has been done on rural-urban partnership
in Iran, the present article can be an introduction to fur-
ther research in this field. The purpose of this study is to
identify and introduce the nature, dimensions and effects
of rural-urban partnership and its role in organizing the
links between the city and the village. In this regard, first,
a conceptual framework for understanding the field of
rural-urban partnership is examined and then some em-
pirical evidence about the urban-rural partnership with an
emphasis on the member countries of the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) is
introduced.

2. Methodology

The nature of the present study is review and narrative
review. In general, there are three types of review research
including systematic review, production of the best evi-
dence and narrative review. The narrative review sum-
marizes the original studies of a field, understanding the
diversity and differences in the titles of academic research
and creating opportunities to present the knowledge and
experiences of the researcher. In a narrative review, in the
absence of other types of review articles, when there is no
single hypothesis or cannot be summarized by systematic
methods, the researcher uses his experiences, models and
existing hypotheses, general conclusions and critiques in
the field.

3. Results

Findings show that urban and rural areas have different
and often complementary assets, so that better integration
between urban and rural areas is of particular importance
for effective socio-economic functioning and sustainable
development on a regional scale. Effective rural-urban
partnerships can help achieve the goals of economic de-
velopment and increase the production of public goods in
the regions and increase the ability of partners. Partner-
ships can also help develop new economic opportunities.

In general, the rural-urban partnerships can help
strengthen service delivery and the development of public
goods and improve management by focusing on territo-
rial spaces with functional integration. Due to the links
between urban and rural areas, the rural-urban partner-
ship reflects the complementary functions of urban and
rural areas, which in turn allows areas with existing ef-
forts and measures to achieve common goals that cannot
be achieved as isolated and individual goals. However,
such a partnership does not always occur naturally, be-
cause cooperation is influenced by a variety of complex
factors, including differences between rural and urban ar-
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eas in terms of capabilities, economic and political power,
and difficulty in recognizing interdependence to justify
joint actions. Nevertheless, the private sector participa-
tion which plays a key role in strengthening relations with
the regional economy is often challenged. Another issue
is the difficulty of monitoring and evaluating the results
of the partnership and its impact on sustainable regional
development. However, understanding the functional in-
terdependence between urban and rural areas and the ben-
efits that can be achieved through rural-urban cooperation
can help overcome these barriers.

4. Discussion

Based on the analysis of rural-urban partnership and
governance arrangements for managing these relation-
ships, five ways to strengthen rural-urban partnership are
identified as follows. Here are some recommendations on
the role of policy-making for rural-urban partnerships or
improving their effectiveness:

- Better understanding of socio-economic conditions in
urban and rural areas and better integration between them;

- Solving territorial challenges with an approach based
on functional links between urban and rural areas;

- Efforts to achieve a common national agenda and the
integration of urban and rural policies;

- Creating a suitable ground for rural-urban partnership;
and

- Clarifying the goals of the partnership and related mea-
sures to improve learning and facilitate the partnership of
key urban and rural actors.

5. Conclusion

Overall, rural-urban partnerships can face certain chal-
lenges in practice. Especially in situations where there are
large differences in size, capacity, or resources between
urban and rural areas, as well as regulatory and political
barriers, rural-urban partnerships become harder. Lack
of private sector participation, monitoring and evalua-
tion in the partnership process are other bottlenecks. In
order to achieve the impact of partnership in the process
of urban-rural development at the regional level, it must
have a strong impact on multilevel and cross-sectoral co-
operation, and a positive and accepting attitude towards
it should be developed by regional policymakers and na-
tional government institutions. Is it based on strong lo-
cal knowledge and expertise, use local data and metrics,
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adopt a flexible strategic approach beyond projects and
programs, and ultimately is it able to improve policy out-
comes?

In Iran, there is no rural-urban partnership, specifically
in rural, urban and regional development plans and proj-
ects. While there are positive and extensive experiences
in different parts of the world in the field that can be used
for the rural-urban partnership for integrated and sustain-
able regional development. Educating stakeholders on the
necessity, importance and benefits of rural-urban partner-
ship, providing the necessary incentives for cooperation
and partnership as well as creating the necessary legal
infrastructure can be effective in strengthening the rural-
urban partnership.
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