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The purpose of this study is to investigate the social and cultural contexts of environmental issues among
western villages of Gilan province, rural areas of Tavalesh with a qualitative approach based on grounded
theory. In-depth interviews were conducted with 20 villagers as well as some experts in the spring of
2020 using targeted sampling. The validity and reliability of this study were evaluated based on control
or validation by the participants. Data analysis was performed in three coding stages. In open coding, 10
concepts were identified and in axial coding, 31 major categories were extracted. Also, through selec-
tive coding of major categories, the core of the discovery and the final paradigm model were drawn and
"Environmental degradation" was recognized as the main phenomenon. Causal conditions include infra-

Key words: structure barriers, legal vacuum, participation rate, second home ownership, lack of foresight, and value
Socio-cultural con- density. Furthermore, the results show that the Intervention conditions included: transient tourism, con-
texts, Grounded flicting settlements, credit vacuum, and illegal crossings. Overall, the findings showed that environmen-
theory, Tavalesh tal degradation is a multifactorial phenomenon that convergence of a set of causal and intervening con-
villages, Environ- : ditions in the social context of rural society has caused its occurrence. Revision of laws and equipping of
mental degrada- infrastructure, development of ecotourism and promotion of public education as interactive strategies
tion, Environmental will have consequences such as reduction of occupation and destruction, optimal waste management,
protection © sustainable tourism and environmental protection.
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Extended Abstract of human society and as the most important factor for
its survival, more than ever, it is exposed to widespread
1. Introduction destruction, so that the world today is faced with many

environmental crises. On the one hand, environmental

espite the fact that the environment degradation due to rapid human exploitation of natural

with all its resources is known as the resources (Cahill, 2015) is increasing rapidly, and on the
most basic platform for the development
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other hand, deforestation, water pollution, destruction of
natural habitats, and waste disposal in nature (Winter & Ko-
ger, 2004) have endangered human life (Salehi & ImamQoli,
2012). This suggests that today, degradation and pollution
is a purely objective environmental issue (Sutton, 2014).
Undoubtedly, environmental problems do not occur in
a vacuum, but just as "objective confrontation with the
natural environment takes place within the social context"
(Falahati, 2016), environmental issues also arise in the con-
text of social contexts. Therefore, the issue of the environ-
ment is a social category.

The villages of Gilan province, despite having natural
resources and biodiversity, are exposed to increasing deg-
radation.

Studying the environmental problems of rural areas is
important because the environmental challenges in rural
areas in the long run not only lead to irreparable damage
at the rural level but also have adverse consequences at
the national level.

The main question of the present study is what are the
socio-cultural factors affecting the formation of environ-
mental problems in the studied rural community? In this
regard, according to the Grounded theory of the founda-
tion, the sub-questions of the present study are: What so-
cial and cultural factors have caused the environmental
problems of society? What central phenomena do envi-
ronmental issues revolve around? What are the strategies
for overcoming environmental problems? And what are
the consequences of these strategies for society?

2. Methodology

The approach of the present research is qualitative
and based on grounded theory and its main purpose is
to explain a phenomenon by identifying categories and
propositions of that phenomenon and then classifying
the relationships of these elements within the context and
process of that phenomenon. Concepts and propositions
are discovered directly from the data. The statistical popu-
lation of this study consists of 20 people, including ex-
perts and officials in the departments of natural resources
and watershed management, agricultural jihad manage-
ment, environmental protection organization, Rural Is-
lamic Council, and rural residents of Tavalesh cities in
Gilan province. The criterion for sampling was theoreti-
cal saturation, and the selection of samples continued to
the point that the interviewees' content was repetitive and
the additional data did not help to complete and specify
a theoretical category, and the interviews looked similar.
The interviews took place in the spring of 2020. In-depth
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interviews were data collection tools. First, based on open
coding, the main concepts of the research were obtained.
Then, in axial coding, by referring again to the text of
the interviews, the factors affecting the environmental
problems were identified and extracted from the point of
view of the interviewees, and the main categories were
obtained by merging one or more component categories.
Then selective coding was performed with the aim of
integrating and refining the data in order to discover the
main phenomenon and draw a paradigm model. For the
reliability of this study, the method of credit evaluation
by communication method, i.e. control or validation by
members was used. Returning to the interviewees, they
were asked to comment on the general findings.

3. Results

Based on the findings of this study, the environmental
behaviors of rural areas of Tavalesh are affected by struc-
tural and social conditions.

Background conditions: The field of this research is the
settlements of three cities of Talesh, Rezvanshahr and
Masal, which have a total of 14,549 villages, mentioned
here as a collection of settlements in Tavalesh.

The studied phenomenon is “environmental degrada-
tion". Causal conditions include infrastructure barriers,
legal vacuum, participation rate, second home ownership,
lack of foresight, and value density. The Intervention con-
ditions include transient tourism, conflicting settlements,
credit vacuum, and illegal crossings.

Interactive strategies include implementing a Cadastre
plan, Penalties for any kind of pollution and destruction,
the Continuation of forest respiration plan, Ecotourism
Resorts development, Infrastructure improvement and
Public education of environmentally friendly behaviors.

Consequences: Conservation of natural resources and
environment.

4. Discussion

10 concepts were identified as socio-cultural factors and
contexts in the formation of environmental problems,
which include infrastructure weakness, legal vacuum,
lack of public commitment, lack of public participation,
second home ownership, lack of foresight, tourism, de-
velopment plans and projects, lack of funds and equip-
ment and gang games and bribery.
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5. Conclusion

Factors affecting the environmentally destructive be-
haviors as socio-cultural-environmental gaps of a com-
munity in the protection of natural resources were con-
sidered inappropriate. The effects of some of these factors
have been confirmed by previous research. For instance,
lack of awareness and indifference to the environment are
associated with increasing degradation or the behavior of
villagers towards nature is not necessarily responsible and
not always protective. Rather, the preference for exploita-
tion and self-interest has led to further destruction. In ad-
dition, the structure outside the rural community has also
provided opportunities for destruction.

Overall, environmental degradation is known as a mul-
tifactorial phenomenon; structural-social and cultural fac-
tors in interaction with each other and strengthening each
other have caused and spread environmental problems.
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