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The purpose of this study is to determine strategies for empowering local communities in rural areas of
Bazan, Javanrood County. The principal research tool was a questionnaire whose validity was confirmed
by experts and its reliability was confirmed by Cronbach's alpha coefficient (a <0.7). The method of the
present research is descriptive-analytical and it is an applied-developmental study. The required infor-
mation and data were collected using documentary and field surveys by distributing the questionnaire.
There are relatively good strengths and opportunities for empowering local communities in Bazan rural
district: "Creating the necessary grounds for the participation of villagers in marketing and sales of handi-
craft products" and "Supporting the economic strength of the villagers in the form of organizations and

Key words: production cooperatives" are the most important strategies proposed to empower local communities in
Empowerment, © Bazan rural areas. Establishing necessary conditions for the villagers’ involvement in marketing and sales
Local Communities, of handicraft products is proposed as one of the strategies for empowering local communities in the
Sustainable Devel- :rural areas. Small rural industries are feasible and have a high employment relative to investment. It is
opment, SWOT, estimated that with a certain amount of investment in this category of industries, it is possible to create
QSPM ' much more jobs than in large industries.
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Extended Abstract of Bazan, Javanrood County. The research method is
descriptive-analytical and applied-developmental. The re-

1. Introduction quired information and data were collected by documen-

tary and field methods using a questionnaire. The study

he general purpose of this study is to area of the Bazan rural district is located in the central part

identify and prioritize strategies for of Javanrood County, Kermanshah province and the sta-

empowering local communities in the tistical population of the study consists of villages of the

sustainable development of rural areas Bazan rural district. Sample villages were selected using
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10 stratified random sampling methods. In this method,
in the first stage, villages with more than 20 households
were considered due to having a population threshold in
order to receive facilities and services, and in the second
stage, they were selected due to the distance from the city
center. The main research tool was a questionnaire whose
validity was confirmed by experts and its reliability was
confirmed by Cronbach's alpha coefficient (o >0.7).

The questionnaire consists of four sections; general
characteristics of the respondents, assessment of econom-
ic status, assessment of social cohesion, and physical and
environmental status. To analyze the data, in two parts of
descriptive and inferential statistics, software SPSS 22.0
was used. For the implementation of SWOT and QSPM
models, Excel software was used. Findings in the field of
internal and external factors indicated that there are rela-
tively good strengths and opportunities in the rural areas:
potentials such as the development of saffron cultivation,
religious tourism, building block production units, garden
products (nuts) and patch gardens.

The need to strengthen these potentials such as support-
ing the establishment of packaging industries in the form
of organizations and production cooperatives and creating
the necessary conditions for the participation of the vil-
lagers in the marketing of these products were the most
important strategies selected by QSPM model. The role
of local communities in using these potentials and em-
powering them is also emphasized.

2. Methodology

The research method is descriptive-analytical and it is
an applied-developmental study. The required informa-
tion and data were collected using documentary and field
surveys by distributing the questionnaire.

The statistical population of the study is rural villages of
the Bazan district. The sample villages were selected us-
ing a 10-item stratified random sampling method. In this
method, at first, villages with more than 20 households
were selected due to possessing a population threshold in
order to receive facilities and services and secondly based
on the distance from the city center. The main research
tool was a questionnaire whose validity was confirmed
by a panel of experts and its reliability was confirmed by
Cronbach's alpha coefficient (o0 <0.7). This questionnaire
consists of four sections: general characteristics of the re-
spondents, economic status assessment, social cohesion
assessment, and physical and environmental status; to
analyze the data, SPSS,, software was used in two parts
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of descriptive and inferential statistics and Excel software
was used to implement SWOT and QSPM models.

3. Results

The existence of historical and religious monuments as
a platform for tourism economic activities with a score
of 0.35, was identified as the most important opportunity
and the occurrence of environmental crises (drought, etc.)
and consequently the weakness of the rural economy with
a final score of 0.24, was presented as the most impor-
tant threat to rural villages. As a result, the total final score
of strengths was 2.03 higher than the total final score of
weaknesses with a score of 0.94.

4. Discussion

There are relatively good strengths and opportunities for
empowering local communities in Bazan rural district:
"Creating the necessary grounds for the participation of
villagers in marketing and sales of handicraft products"
and "Supporting the economic strength of the villagers in
the form of organizations and production cooperatives"
are the most important strategies proposed to empower
local communities in Bazan rural areas. This result is

consistent with the results of the study of Castellano et al.

(2020), which analyzed investments aimed at promoting
small and medium-sized enterprises, providing services
and strengthening the handicrafts’ industry. The results
of this research show that the establishment of industry
in rural areas, in addition to creating jobs and reducing
poverty, has increased awareness, expanded education,
attracted more investment in agriculture and increased
families” income. Rural industrialization is an important
strategy towards economic diversification, job creation
in rural areas and economic sustainability of rural settle-
ments, which reduces the gap between city and village
and creates a spatial balance.

5. Conclusion

Creating necessary conditions for the villagers’ involve-
ment in marketing and sales of handicraft products is pro-
posed as one of the strategies for empowering local com-
munities in rural areas. Small rural industries are feasible
and have a high employment rate relative to investment.
It is estimated that with a certain amount of investment in
this category of industries, it is possible to create much
more jobs than in large industries. And considering the
role of rural handicrafts in increasing the economic self-
reliance of rural households, it can be considered as part
of sustainable development strategies. Creating job op-
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portunities and meeting the basic needs of the villagers, it
is an important step towards achieving economic stability
in rural settlements. Supporting the economic strength of
the villagers by establishing organizations and production
cooperatives is another strategy presented in this study.
One of the vital criteria in considering small industries is
the potential of this sector to create employment for the
unemployed rural population in the vicinity of their place
of residence. This prevents secondary problems caused
due to the migration of rural labor to big cities, such as
housing and health issues. On the other hand, guiding
the community and the rural environment through the
establishment of cooperative organizations is one of the
approaches to rural development by means of bottom-up
planning, according to which the participation of local
people and their effective involvement in the develop-
ment-oriented planning process will increase. Therefore,
creating the necessary conditions for villagers’ involve-
ment in marketing and sales of handicraft products is a
suitable strategy for the sustainable development of the
villages of the Bazan rural district.
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