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Citation Analysis of the Articles in Futures Studies in
Iran

Faegheh Nazemi Jenabi *, Safar Fazli *
Abstract

Laws and upstream documents, including the vision document and
development plans, which are full-fledged mirror of the country's future strategic
projects, signify the excessive importance of futures study. Hence, this study is
intended to provide a wide-ranging picture of futures study in the country hoping
that a guide for future studies and researches can be developed to increase the
quantity and quality of future studies in the field of futurology. This applied
research follows a descriptive-analytical method using citation analysis technique.
The statistical population includes 238 scientific-research articles with no time limit
through total count method of 4 specialized journals of national futures study
journals. Data collection tools included library study, processing and analyzing the
data in Excel software as descriptive statistics, and MAXQDA software for content
analysis. Content analysis of 1144 keywords derived from 238 articles were
classified under 34 thematic groups using MAXQDA software. Findings of research
in the areas of research approaches and methodology, sampling method,
organizational affiliation, scientific participation and content analysis for identify
the top research areas of futures research in the country indicated that innovation
and diversity in all aspects of research is a requirement for local futures study.

Keywords: Futures studies, citation analysis, scientific-research articles.
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