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Abstract

One of the most challenging grammatical issues in New Persian language is to
determine criteria for defining compound and incorporative verbs. Given that in
New Persian, combination and incorporation are productive processes, it makes so
much sense to survey the historical courses of the verbs which are conjoined to
make compound and incorporative verbs, in order to find out their semantic and
structural development in the evolution of Persian language. Unfortunately, few
scholars have paid attention to this issue. Among Persian verbs, “kar-" has the most
potential in collocating with non-verbal elements. Emphasizing on the verb valence,
this paper attempts to answer the following questions: Has “kar-" been converted
into a light verb in collocation with non-verbal elements in ancient languages
(Avestan and Old Persian)? And, has it played a role in the construction of
compound and incorporative verbs?
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