Language Sudies, Ingtitute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 12, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2021, 255-280

A Corpus-Based Analysisof Middle Persian Texts
Based on the Parsig Database

Farzaneh Goshtash’, Masood Ghayoomi™"
Nadia Hajipour™™”

Abstract

Recent attitude towards studying a language or a linguistic phenomenon is based on
the existence of a collection of linguistic data. Therefore, it is required to develop a
linguistic corpus that has been compiled from the real, naturally-occurred speech
and not on the basis of an individual’ sintuition. This research methodology is highly
important for studying historical linguistic data, as part of the dead languages which
have no speakers now. The present research aims to develop a linguistic corpus of
Middle (Pahlavi) Persian and to organize it in a database. To this end, six
information layers are defined in the annotation process, including trangliteration of
the Pahlavi texts, transcription of the words along with their Persian trandlation,
defining fine-grained syntactic category of the words, lemmatizing the words, and
identifying whether the word is huzwareS or not. To define fine-grained syntactic
categories, the tag set for contemporary Persian developed by Bijankhan et a.
(2011) and organized by Ghayoomi (2004) are modified and adapted to the Pahlavi
language according to the requirements. The new tag set is used to label Pahlavi
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words. After annotating words and organizing the information, extracting the
statistical information is possible to deepen the insight over the text content.

Keywords: Pahlavi Language, Middle Persian, Corpus Linguistics, Database,
Annotation.
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