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Abstract

Discourse space is a key element in conveying concepts in a play text. This article will
look forward to answer this question how metaphors could be used in discourse about
social and historical problems and their usage in play texts as a linguistic form. Hence
we will use George Lakoff and Zoltan Kovecses views and then we will show how
metaphors which are the building blocks of Language and Culture, are used to help
form the discourse space. Lakoff and Kovecses look to discourse space, as a result of
interaction between mind, body and type of the culture that interactors live within.
Hence in a play text, we will face a complex interaction between writer’s / audience
mind in one hand, and experience and physical and mental abstraction on the other
hand. Also the context where the play text is formed in, and the context where it is
comprehend, are the key elements. This article will show how by using metaphors and
cultural and historical contexts, Akbar Radi has managed to create a complex and
deductive discourse space in Ofool text. So at first, we are facing linguistic metaphors
which act in text structures (dialogues, atmospheres and characterizations), and in
higher level, we are facing conceptual metaphors which act by making connection
between play text origination and audience experiences that merge contextual
discourse space into audience mind space which will result in a new discourse space.
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Discourse space is one of the key elements in conveying concepts in any
dramatic text. This article seeks to answer the question of how metaphors
can be the subject of discourse on social and historical issues and what
function they play in the play as a linguistic form.

Based on this statement, we have used the ideas of George Lakoff (1941)
and Zoltan Kovecses (1946) and shown how metaphors, which are rooted in
language and culture, help to shape the space of discourse. Lakoff and
Kovecses see the space of discourse as the result of an interaction between
the mind, body, and cultural context in which actors are present.

Thus, in a Dramatic text, we are faced a combination of the interaction
between the writer's mind and the audience, as well as both physical and
mental experiences and abstractions. Also, the context in which the play is
formed and the context in which the play is understood are an essential
element.

The results obtained in this article show that Akbar Raadi, using
metaphors and cultural and historical contexts of the text, has created a
multi-discourse and inferential atmosphere in the Ofool Play.

In this way, on one level we are confronted with linguistic metaphors that
operate in the structure of the text (dialogues, atmosphere and
characterization), and on a higher level we are dealing with conceptual
metaphors that operate through the relationship between the objectivity of
the play and the audience's experiences. It integrates the text into the
audience's mind and creates a new discourse.

One of the contexts of discourse is culture. Culture is a set of our shared
understanding of the world, and frameworks form a major part of that
understanding.

Based on the results obtained in this study, frameworks have emerged
from the interaction of metaphors and structure our perception of events.
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Metaphor in meta-historiography is not an array or literary industry, but a
linguistic and discourse capacity.

In this respect, we are faced two spectrums of metaphor that represent
one category of non-linguistic concepts (related to context and culture) and
the other category of linguistic concepts (discourse space).

In the play entitled “ofool” by Akbar Radi , the native context and culture
of Narestan are considered, by default. On the other hand, the discourse
space in the play is the result of time, mental spaces, parts of culture and
texture.

From a discursive point of view, parts of speech and actions play an essential
role in the interpretation of events and the formation of concepts. Radi has made
dramatic use of confrontations in the direction of discourse about the present and
the past, and has tried to construct a form of discourse from different mental
spaces, without seeking orientation toward a particular idea.

The basic atmosphere in the play of”’ofool” is a broad historical and social
context that is not even limited to Narestan or the climate of northern Iran.

The conceptual metaphors of "action is power" and "failure is ignorance",
"understanding is freedom", "fighting against nature is oppression",
"happiness is obedience" and similar metaphors are concepts that do not
remain limited to the text of the play and they can be studied from a
cognitive point of view and in the form of any other historical phenomenon
in Iran.

As the conflict between Emad and Ascension is a metaphorical reference
to the failure of the idea of reform in the history of Iran. Meraj seems to have
devoted all his efforts to building the school until the end of the play, but it is
Emad who, by "transferring" the property to Kasmai, shows the main action
(moving forward) and that he simply surrenders to the situation. Yes,
Jahangir is Ascension.
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Thus, the passive intellectual who until then had urged the people to wait,
to come out of their "dark cocoons" and to use their "terrible power" is
doomed to failure.

The evidence presented in this article shows that conceptual metaphors
are more culturally and sociologically determined, and that the play, as a text
that engages the audience's mental space more dynamically, is a mechanism
between understanding abstract concepts and performing them.
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Chart 3: Texture and mind space interaction (Source, authors)
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