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Abstract

The fourth to sixth centuries AH marked the concurrent ruling of the Fatimid Shiite
caliphate and the Sunni Abbasid caliphate in a vast stretch of the Islamic territory.
The two caliphates extensively used textiles as a means of political confrontation. This
study aims to conduct a contextual analysis of the impact of the Fatimid political
rivalry with the Abbasids on Fatimid textiles. Accordingly, the main question is how
these political rivalries influenced the Fatimid textiles. The contextualism framework,
informed by the theory that a work of art is a social product shaped in the historical
context of society, lays the ground for exploring the role of textiles in this rivalry
within the historical»politicai context of that period. In this research, a document
analysis method has been adopted for data collection along with a descriptive»
analyticai method that draws on the theoretical research. According to the findings,
the role of textiles in the Fatimid political rivalry with the Abbasids covers three
periods: the first one is the Fatimid Caiiphate, in which textiles Piayed a symboiic
role in overthrowing the Abbasid agents in North Africa and establishing the Fatimid
Caliphate. The second is the golden age of the Fatimid period and the domination of
the Egyptian textile industry, when textiles were exploited for political lobby in the
Abbasid land. The third one is the last years of Fatimid caliphate, in which, due to
internal and external crises, textiles served as means of establishing political relations
with the Abbasids.

Keywords: Political Competition, Islamic Art, Fatimid Textiles, Abbasid Textiles
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4. Islamische Stoff aus A gyptischen grdbern in der Islamischen Kunst Abteilung Und in der Stoffsamlung des
schlossmuseumes
5. Ernst Kuhnel, Islamische Stoff aus A, gyptischen grdbern in der Islamischen Kunst Abteilung Und in der Stoffsamlung des
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National Publishing Company, 1952).

2. Gaston Wiet (1887-1971)

3. Tissus et tapisseries du Musé e Arabe du Caire

4. Gaston Wiet, “Tissus et tapisseries du Musé e Arabe du Caire”, Syria revue d Art et d archeologie, Tome 16 fascicule 3
(1935):278-290.

5. Robert Bertram Serjeant, “Material for A History of Islamic Textiles up to the Mongol Conquest”. ARS ISLAMICA, Vol.
XII-XIV (1948): 110.
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4. M. Jonathan Bloom, Arts of City Victorious: Islamic Art and Architecture in Fatimid Egypt and North Africa (Singapore:

Yale University Press, in association with Institute of Ismaili Studies, 2007), 17.
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