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Abstract:

The goddess al-’Uzza is one of the famous Arabian deities in the pre-Islamic era, whose
name is also mentioned in the Qur'an (Najm:19). In some Islamic reports, the destruction of
al-’Uzza has been described in a wonderful way. While most of these traditions describe al-
’Uzza as an idol, in some of them, she appears in the form of a black woman with disheveled
hair and is then killed by Muslim soldiers. The main questions of this study are as follows:
What is the reason for this altered description and where is the origin of such a forgery? What
are the Muslim authors’ reports trying to describe and how does this help to understand the
values of deities in Islamic culture?

Introduction

Paying attention to the contexts of Islamic sources and studying the cultural atmosphere of
the first Islamic centuries is a path opened to us in recent decades, the importance of which is
gradually increasing. The use of historical analyses and new approaches to historiography
based on the interaction between Islamic texts and their historical contexts can have important
prospects in achieving a deeper understanding of the reports related to these sources. In the
present research, this method has been used to study some Muslims’ reports about Arabian
deities.

According to early Islamic sources, the Prophet Muhammad marched on the surrounding
areas and destroyed the temples and shrines of the idols after the conquest of Mecca. In the
reports related to these events, the destruction of al-’Uzza has been described in a strange
way. According to these sources, al-’Uzza is not just an idol, but in fact, a woman, who has
appeared in a black and disheveled hair and who has been applauded by custodians and her
guardian and destroyed by Muslim soldiers. The Prophet’s confirmation at the end of these
reports is an important proof of such a description, which announces the permanent
destruction of al-’Uzza by killing this woman. However, these sources have previously
introduced this goddess as a wooden or stone idol, which has consequently had no power of
self-defense. In this research, these reports have been examined in order to clarify what has
made the first Muslims create this imagery and forgery and who this woman has been.

Materials & Methods

The method used in the current study has been to read the Islamic reports with an inter-
religious approach. In this method, we have specifically considered the comparative study of
Islamic sources with Christian texts.
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Discussion of Results & Conclusions

According to pre-Islamic literature, including the Bible and early Christians’ beliefs, it
seems that the reports of Islamic sources about manifestation of al-’Uzza in the form of a
black woman have been influenced by the regional common beliefs and in particular, the
Christians’ insight that Satan, often identified in association with the ancient deities, has been
portrayed in black and more accurately, as an Abyssinian. Their purpose in this reconstruction
has been to remove the veneration of the pagan deities forever just as the early Christians
have used the same trick to eliminate the gods worshiped by their opponents. On this basis,
the contexts of the reports narrated about al-’Uzza can be approximately reconstructed as
follows: By changing some Christians’ beliefs, the first Muslims have tried to associate al-
’Uzza as the most powerful and important goddess of Quraysh with a black woman in
addition to introducing the satanic identity of this god of the pagans to show the defeat of
authority in this community and the end of their field of activity with gods and goddesses
forever. This is related to the common beliefs about al-’Uzza as a woman with long hair or a
virgin goddess or a goddess, who has taken part in wars. The other characteristics attributed to
al-’Uzza have been part of the beliefs of Arab pagans about deities before Islam has
dominated the region. It seems that the Muslims’ commercial and political relations with
Christians, which have increased, especially in the aftermath of the conquests, have made
these authors take this adaptation strategy. Additionally, this fact can be specifically
considered that the geographical region of the Muslims, who have promoted and spread the
reports in question, has been entirely tied to Iraq area, the center of the Abbasid caliphate,
which has had a lot of interactions with Christians. With this identification and imagery,
Muslims seem to have confronted Christians, who have felt the need to create an identity for
posterity, while this has motivated the development of such reports in Islamic sources.
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