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Abstract: 
One of the famous personalities of the Safavid period was Mirza Aboutaleb Fendereski, 

who was contemporary with Shah Suleiman and Sultan Hussein. The similarity of the 

surname of Aboutaleb Fendereski with another scholar, Abolghasem Fendereski, has caused 

researchers to make a mistake in mentioning their works and circumstances. For example, 

they assume a relative relationship between the two or give wrong dates for the time of 

Aboutaleb Fendereski's death. Little is known about Aboutaleb Fendereski since his time. The 

purpose of the present study is to investigate the life and political and social atmosphere of the 

time of this great scholar and why historical sources are silent about him. The study was done 

using the content analysis method by reviewing, comparing, criticizing, and evaluating the 

historical data. The findings of the study showed that these two great scientists were certainly 

not father and son and probably did not have a kinship relationship. The Fenderesk family's 

conflicts with the government over financial issues have also caused the name of Aboutaleb 

Fendereski to be removed from the media of that time. The dates given in various sources for 

the time of his death are incorrect and his date of death is between 1107 and 1111 AH. 

 

Introduction: 

One of the famous personalities of the Safavid period is Mirza Aboutaleb Fendereski. The 

purpose of this study is to investigate the reasons for the lack of information about Aboutaleb 

Fendereski in earlier sources to explain the various and sometimes different opinions about 

the circumstances and lineage of Aboutaleb Fendereski, and to critique the conducted studies 

on these two scientists. 

To achieve the above-mentioned goals, three research questions were formulated: 1) What 

is the relationship between Aboutaleb and Abolghasem Fendereski? 2) Why is the biography 

of Aboutaleb Fendereski not mentioned in the famous Tazkirah books of his time, despite his 

honor and status? 3) When did Aboutaleb Fendereski die? 

Clarification of new perspectives on the lineage and life of Aboutaleb Fendereski reveals 

new facts about him and Abolghasem Fendereski and explains some of the mistakes made in 

recent sources. Also, analysis of the available resources about these two personalities shows 

                                  
∗
 Associate Professor, Department of Persian Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of 

Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran 

(Corresponding Author) rozatian@yahoo.com 
 

∗∗
 PhD Candidate, Department of Persian Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Isfahan, 

Isfahan, Iran 
 

∗∗∗
 PhD Candidate, Department of Persian Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of 

Ferdowsi, Mashhad, Iran. 
 
 



 

 

 
 Journal of Historical Researches, Vol 13, Issue 2, No. 50, Summer 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the atmosphere of the Safavid era and the interaction of the government with mystics and 

angels. In fact, analysis of the lives of these two personalities shows that the Safavid 

government not only did not satisfy these two groups that had a high scientific and literary 

status, but also the government made the situations difficult for them in such a way that one 

left Iran with a state of complaint and the other complained about the king. Therefore, the 

necessity of such research is that the analysis of all sources about each of the historical 

personalities can better show the past. 

 

Materials and Methods: 
The study was done using the content analysis method and library sources. The study was 

conducted by reviewing, comparing, criticizing, and evaluating the historical data of the 

Safavid era. 

 

Discussion of Results and Conclusions: 
With respect to the relationship between Abolghasem and Aboutaleb Fendereski, the 

results of the present study showed that the sources have not mentioned the descendants of 

Abolghasem Fendereski, and also the meaning of his austerity, and mysticism and celibacy 

have not mentioned that he was not married. The name of his child(s) is not mentioned and he 

lived in his school at the end of his life and also his lifestyle means traveling to India and 

staying away from the court and court positions. More importantly, Abolghasem Fendereski is 

not mentioned in the works of Aboutaleb Fendereski. So, it reinforces the possibility that 

there was no kinship relationship between the two great scholars. Aboutaleb Fendereski has 

mentioned his father’s name in some of his works which definitely shows that these two were 

not fathers and children. 

It can be concluded that the reason for not mentioning the name of Aboutaleb Fendereski 

in the Tazkirah of that era is that Tazkirah of the Safavid era has been part of the government 

media. Aboutaleb Fendereski had serious disputes with the court over the ownership of the 

lands of Fenderesk and the surrounding areas. Also, jealousies and court relations prevented 

him from approaching the king.  

Regarding the date of death of Mir Aboutaleb Fendereski, references and sources have 

given various opinions about his date of death. Aaccording to the date of his last work and the 

dates of documents available from him and his descendants, his date of death is between 1107 

and 1117 AH. 
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