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Abstract:

Education is one of the most important and influential institutions that implements the
identity policy of governments in practice, and educational textbooks are the most
important sources that can be used to understand government identity policies. Among
the textbooks, the book of Social Education can represent the identity policy of any
government more than other books due to its coverage of history, geography and
sociology. Accordingly, in this article, the identity policy in the social education
textbooks of the first period of high school of Iran is examined in order to recognize
the official identity policy. This article examines the politics of identity in the social
education textbooks of the first period of high school. The main question is to what
extent the content of social education textbooks in the first period of high school has
paid attention to different dimensions and trends of identity in Iran? To answer this
question, national, ethnic, religious, faction and gender identity policies are examined
separately to test the hypothesis that the content of first period of high school social
education textbooks shows a mismatch and imbalance in attention to different
dimensions of identity policy. The research method is based on the technique of
qualitative content analysis with a deductive approach and three books of social
education in the first period of high school that were taught in Iranian schools in 2020-
2021 have been studied. The results and findings indicate that there is no necessary
balance in the various dimensions of identity policy in the considering books.
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