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Urban Zoning with Transect Approach
(Case study: 1st zone of Isfahan)

Mahmoud Mohammadi* Zahra Mahabadi**

Abstract

Isfahan is among the cities which has unique formal features in its physical structure.
Despite the comprehensive and detailed plans prepared during the recent decades, the role
of city scale in controlling and guiding the development of this city has been neglected.
One of the most important reasons behind such negligence is the methods used for such
planning. The suggested zoning plans, which are land-use based, were not able to use
the features of the physical structure as a unique property of the city to improve the
quality of the urban spaces. Thus, it is necessary to use a type of zoning which is based
on historical and cultural features of the city and apply those qualities during the process
of city planning.

Transect zoning is a new approach for city scaled zonings. It considers the components
of physical structure of the city and decentralization in all aspects, which affect the
formal structure of the city in urban planning. According to the above mentioned points,
the goals of this study are to introduce zoning transect as a method for zoning lands
and cities and to improve the transect zoning to be applied on some part of Isfahan in
accordance with the local features and practical usage. The questions raised in this study
are: What is transect zoning and what is the function of this method? How is it possible
to make a transect zoning for Isfahan? The research method is descriptive-analytical. The
results of this study show that features which describe the transect zones can be used for
more efficient planning. Based on a formal point of view, these features can be used for
changing the local features of the city.

Keywords: transect, zoning, urban morphology, Isfahan
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