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The Mechanism of Lighting Historical Monu-
ments in the Urban Context
case study Sheikhlotfollah mosque
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Abstract

The art of lighting and its design is one of the most influential factors in creating the
sense of architectural space. The harmony between lighting and architecture can be one
of the factors for reinforcing the identity of a place and promoting its special character.
Accordingly, historical buildings as valuable urban places have an outstanding role and
are of national and international importance due to the very values, too. Artificial lighting
in the night can change and transform the type of values and even replace them.

Thus, this research aims to expound the process and mechanism of artificial lighting of
historical buildings by using analytical method and identify all dimensions of the building
as well as the main idea of lighting designer and computations in the field of lighting.
Through this, no change and transformation in the values of the buildings due to the
special quality of their lighting is created. On the other hand, technical and artistic values
of elements, spaces and decorations and real hidden meanings in the architecture are also
displayed.

Finally, theoretical and practical foundations proposed in this study were presented
in the form of case study of Shiekhlotfollah mosque in Isfahan in order to show the
superiority of analytical method relative to trial and error method, especially in the
lighting of historical buildings for preventing the damages to them.

Keywords: Architecture, Historical building, Artificial lighting, Form, Value.
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