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Introduction
One of the prolific narrators of Persian folk tales is Abu Taher Tarsusi, |, . , .
: . Corresponding Author's E-mail:
whose works consist of Darab-nama, Abu Muslimnama, Ghuran mokhtarkomaily@gmail.com
Habashi Epic, Mosayyeb-nama, and Ghahraman-nama that are edited
and printed. These works, and in general, Persian folk tales can be
used extensively. Mahjoub has written about the benefits of Persian
folk works indicating that “many lexical and grammatical evidence
can be extracted from them and the dark angles of Persian syntax can
be clarified” (Mahjoub, 2007, p. 157).
The syntactical and lexical use of these works requires a critical
correction and critique. In the present article, two works, Darab-nama
edited by Safa (Tarsousi, 1995) and Abu Muslimnama edited by
Esmaili (Tarsousi, 2001), are reviewed. In these two works, slips and
errors are observed in the recording of some words. Also, some
dialectal and local terms and expressions are not explained. This
article tries to show the correct form of these words and clarify local
dialect words and expressions.
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Review of literature

In the research related to the correction of classical Persian texts, the
critigue and review of the edited works have been common for
decades, and many examples can be given. For example, Sa’adi Park’s
critique is edited by Gholam Hossein Yousefi.

Moayyed Shirazi (1993) in the book Review of Sa’adi’s Biistan has
challenged many recordings of Yousefi’s editing of Bistan and has
corrected them based on recording other copies and sometimes with
deductive corrections and reference to the text of the Bustan itself.

Numerous articles have been written about Tarsusi’s work and life.
In the article “Designing a Hypothesis in Abu Taher Tarsusi’s Life,”
Jafarpour et al. (2016) raised a hypothesis about the range of years in
which Tarsusi lived. Zolfaghari and Bagheri (2018) studied the style
of twenty written Persian mythical works, among which Darab-nama
and Abu Muslimnama can be seen.

The edition of these two works has not been reviewed thus far;
therefore, the present article has no literature.

Research questions and methods

The current study aims to answer the following question. So far as
Darab-nama edited by Safa, and Abu Muslimnama edited by Esmaili
are concerned, which words are not recorded correctly and the
meaning of which words has been lost from the glossary of these two
works.

The method used for showing the correct form of the erroneously
recorded words is often to refer to the recording of the basic versions
of the editors, from which they have deviated from the text to the
footnotes of the pages. To prove that the recording of the original
version was correct, the writer’s style and content, and sometimes his
clear and explicit expressions in other places are investigated.
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In receiving the meanings of the words not described in the
glossary of the two works, references were made to the dialectal and
local cultures.

Discussion

In editing Persian texts, Darab-nama and Abu Muslimnama are among
the accurate and wise editions. However, recording some words in
these two works is not correct. These incorrect recordings sometimes
prevent the reader from receiving the meaning and concept of the
phrase and sometimes hide the peripheral meanings of the phrases. For
example, the recording of “Huda/s” instead of “Havi/ss”
(recording of the original version) which is mentioned in Abu
Muslimnama (Tarsusi, 2001, vol. 4, p. 199) is a satire that the author
of the story intended.

In Abu Muslimnama edited by Esmaili, the meanings of many
words and the combinations of text are given in the four volume
dictionary. However, the meaning of some words in these dictionaries
has not been recorded, or its proofreader has expressed doubts in the
footnotes in their pronunciation and meaning. These words are often
dialectal and local, which are still more or less common in some
settlements and cities. The appearance of these kinds of words in
Persian folk tales suggests that it is natural that these stories were
narrated to the public.

The word “253”, meaning “with/t: «x2” is one of these dialectal
words the meaning of which the editor inferred to correctly, but has
expressed doubts in its pronunciation. This word, meaning “ «x= b
ol yea” is still common in the writer’s birthplace, Neyriz Fars, in its
vernacular form and is always added to the name after him. In
addition, in the dialect of Greater Khorasan, this word is common:
“L 12537 (Akbar Shalchi, 1991, p. 143).
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Conclusion

The results show that in Darab-nama and Abu Muslimnama, there are
errors in recording some words. However, they are few. In this article,
the correct forms of these words were investigated. There are also
some dialectal and local words in these works, the meanings of which
are not recorded in the glossary of these two works. Their meanings
were explained by referring to dialect dictionaries. Applying these
corrections and recording of the meanings of dialect words in later
editions of these two narratives makes it easier for the reader to read
these two works and understand some phrases.
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